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T he Standards section adminis
ters the ABA’s program stand
ards. The standards prin
cipally relate to Austral

ian content on commercial televi
sion and to children’s programs on 
commercial and community televi
sion. These are the two areas where 
the ABA is required by legislation 
to impose standards on broadcast
ers, rather than to supervise self- 
regulatory codes of practice.

The section had carriage of the 
ABA’s anti-siphoning investiga
tion earlier this year and has on
going responsibility for this issue 
as it involves the ABA. The Minis
ter for Communications and the 
Arts has indicated that the ABA 
should continue to advise him in 
relation to the exercise of his 
powers to list events under sec
tion 115 of the B road castin g  Serv
ices A ct 1992  and to monitor de
velopments in the acquisition of 
sporting rights.

Standards section is also respon
sible for managing consultation 
with the industry on the establish
ment of the Commercial Televi

sion Production Fund. The Fund is an 
initiative of the Federal Government’s

Creative N ation  statement. The ABA 
has been asked to consult and 
advise the Minister on the adminis
tration of the Fund.

A u s t r a l i a n  c o n t e n t

The Australian Content sub-sec
tion is responsible for monitoring 
compliance with the Australian con
tent standards and conducting re
views of the standards from time to 
time. Australian content standards 
set minimum levels to be achieved 
by commercial television in broad
casting Australian produced pro
grams and advertisements.

At the present time the ABA is 
involved in a major review of the 
Australian content standard for pro
grams. The ABA issued a discus
sion paper in mid-1994 as part of 
the review and consulted widely 
with interested parties. It has re
ceived more than fifty submissions 

on how best to revise the standard. As a 
result, the ABA is currently engaged in
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further consultation before releasing its 
draft standard for final comment.

The Australian content sub-section 
monitors compliance with the standards 
on a regular basis, collecting informa
tion from licensees on the number of 
hours of Australian programs they broad
cast each year. This information is regu
larly processed and made available for 
publication.

The condition on pay TV licences that 
require predominantly drama channels 
to allocate ten per cent of program 
expenditure to the production of new 
Australian drama is another monitoring 
responsibility of the sub-section.

C h i l d r e n ' s  t e l e v i s i o n

The Children’s Television sub-section is 
responsible for the administration of the 
Children’s Television Standards (CTS), 
which aim to ensure children have ac
cess to a variety of quality television 
programs. At the moment these apply 
only to commercial television, although 
the standards for community television 
will be determined when these services 
become licensed. The Children’s Televi
sion sub-section also carries responsi
bility for any review of the CTS.

The CTS require minimum levels of C- 
and P-classified children’s programming. 
Classified programs must satisfy a spe
cial set of criteria, set out in the CTS, 
which aim to ensure that the programs 
are made specifically for children and of 
a high quality.

Staff assess applications for classifica
tion against these criteria, seeking ad
vice from consultants with expertise in 
particular areas, such as early childhood 
development or scriptwiting, when 
needed. A member of the ABA makes 
the final decision on a program’s classi
fication.

Staff in the Children’s Television sub
section liaise with and provide advice to 
producers, broadcasters, academics, spe
cial interest groups and members of the 
public about the CTS and related chil
dren’s television issues.

The sub-section is also involved in a 
variety of activities related to children’s 
television, such as the World Summit on 
Television and Children in March 1995 
and the Producers’ Forum, in March 
1995, which is being held in conjunction 
with the Festival of Television for Aus
tralian Children. 0

The Commonwealth Government's cul
tural policy statement was released by 
the Prime Minister, Mr Keating and the 
Minister for Communications and the 
Arts, Mr Lee on the 18 October 1994.

The statement is designed to ensure a 
new direction for the arts and culture in 
Australia and commits the Government 
to more than $250 million new funding 
for the arts and cultural activities over 
the next four years.

Initiatives announced in the statement 
include:
N $84 million for multimedia programs 
(over four years);
N $60 million for the television produc
tion fund (over three years);
N $13 million for the SBS production 
fund (over four years);
N more than $25 million in increased 
funding for the Australia Council;
N $14.45 million to establish the Na
tional Institute for Indigenous Perform
ing Arts in Brisbane;
N $8.8 million to set up a National 
Academy of Music Performance in Mel
bourne; and
N the establishment of the National Gal
lery of Aboriginal Australia.

A u s t r a l i a n  T e l e v i s i o n  
P r o d u c t i o n  F u n d

The Government is to establish the Aus
tralian Television Production Fund. By 
establishing this fund the Government 
intends to give Australians access to a 
wider range of high quality Australian 
programs. The fund will provide the 
television production industry with $20 
million per annum with the aim of 
increasing Australian content, strength
ening the industry at large and providing

it with support at the onset of the new 
communications era. The fund will op
erate from the next financial year for a 
period of three years. Programs financed 
by the fund will not count for quotas 
required under Australian content rules. 
In this way, the fund will increase the 
amount of quality Australian program
ming on television. At least ten per cent 
of the fund will be spent on productions 
eligible for children’s programming 
which will satisfy the ABA’s C classifica
tion requirement.

The ABA has been asked by the Gov
ernment to consult with relevant groups 
and report on the structure and opera
tions of the fund to the Minister by 
February 1995.

P a y  T V — A u s t r a l i a n  c o n t e n t

The Broadcasting Services Act requires 
pay TV operators of a predominantly 
drama service to devote at least ten per 
cent of their program expenditure on 
new Australian drama programs. Ac
cording to C reative N ation, the Govern
ment will review this minimum once 
services have commenced and may in
crease the level to 20 per cent.

C reative N ation  also discusses chil
dren’s programming, contemporary 
music, commercial radio, community 
broadcasting and Aboriginal broadcast
ing, in particular the development of a 
Statement of Principles for Media Re
porting on Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Issues.

C reative N ation  also examines multi- 
media issues and accessing and promot
ing Australian information and cultural 
resources worldwide using networked 
information services. 0

HAVE YOU LOST TOUCH?
Is there an issue discussed in A B A  U p d a te  you need to find out about but you 
don't know which copy you saw it in?
The A B A  U p d a te  1994 Index is now available. By using it, you will be able to 
locate all the articles and issues, reports and results and discussions and 
explanations in issues 13 to 24 of A B A  U p d a te .

If you are a subscriber you will have your free copy already. Otherwise you can 
get your copy of the ABA Update Index by telephoning (02) 334 7881. If you 
missed out on your copy of the 1992 Index (issues 1 to 12) then don't be 
disappointed, copies are still available.
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