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App lications 

Applications for the 

licen ces in Kempsey, Port 

Macquarie, Taree, Port 

Ste1Phens and 

Muswellbrook must be 

rece ived before 

5.0tO p.m. , 

We<dnesday 4 August 

199l9. 

Applications for the 

Newcastle licence must be 

received before 

5.0(() p.m. 

Friday 26 August 1999. 

Alll<iUST 1999 

New community radio 
licence for Tamworth 

The ABA has allocated a community radio licence 
for Tamworth , ew South Wales. 
The licence was a llocated to Peel Valley Christian 
Broadcaste rs Inc and the new se rvice wil l 
broadcast on 89.7 MHz on the FM band. 
The licensee has 12 months to get the new 
service up and running. 

'The proposed service will add to the range and 
diversity of services in the Tamworth region ,' 
sa id Professor David Flint, ABA Chairman. 'The 
applicant satisfied the ABA it would meet the 
existing and pe rceived futur needs of the 
Christian community in the Tamworth region .' 

The ABA has allocated this licence after a 
process of consultation with the people of the 
local community to seek the ir views on what 
additional broadca ting services were needed in 
the ir area. 

App lications for the new community radio 
licence were invited via a public notice in th 
Northern Daily Leader on 23 April 1999 and th e 
applica tio n rece ived was asc e ·sed , particularly 
in r ga rcl to whether th proposed service would 
meet xisting and future community needs. 

The Peel Valley Christian Broadcasters Inc 
service currently operates four clays a week as a 
temporary community broadcaste r. However, 
with the allocation of the permanent community 
licence, Peel Valley Chri tian Broadcasters Inc. 
anticipat s increasing the service to seven days a 
w ek. The programming for the service is 
expected to include daily bible readings, programs 
focused on women and family issues, childre n's 
programming and music. 

Applications invited for 
new community radio licences 

The ABA has invited applicati ons fo r five new 
community radio licences. The licences are to 
serv Kempsey, Muswellbrook, Port Macq uarie , 
Port St phens and Taree in ew South Wa les. 

'Allocation of new community radio licences 
has begun as a result of the ABA's public 
planning process being finalised in these areas ,' 
sa id Professor David Flint, ABA Cha irman. 'The 
planning process identified demand fo r new 
community broadcasting services operated by 
people living in each of these loca tions.' 

Free-to-a ir community broadcasting service 
li e nces must be allocated on the basis of merit. 

c • Cll •• 

Unde r this system, in areas where the re is only 
o ne applicant for a community broadcasting 
licence , the ABA need on ly decide if the applicant 
merits a licence. 

When there is more than one applicant, the 
ABA may also have to choose on the basis of 
comparative merit. Alternatively, applicants could 
combine to present a unified application. 

Applications for the licences must be received 
before 5.00 p .m. on Wednesday 4 August 1999. 
From 11 August, copies of any applications 
received will be p laced in the relevant local 
public libraries. The ABA welcomes written 
submissions from members of the public in 
re lation to the applications received . Submissions 
shou ld be lodged with the ABA by Wednesday 
25 August 1999. 

Newcastle 

The ABA has also invited applications for a new 
community radio licence to serve the wcastle 
regio n o f ew South Wales. 

The ABA i awa re of two active community 
radio group in wcastle, ewcastle Christian 
Broadcasters (Rhema FM) and Vision Impa ired 
Persons Radio Inc. To ensure a fair process, the 
ABA is inviting applications from all inte rested 
groups. 

'Applications must meet certain criteria and 
the AB · will decide if a licence i to be all cated 
and in the case of competing applicants, to 
which applicant. The ABA is not obliged to 
allocate a licence even though it has advertised 
for and received applicati ons ,' said Professor 
Flint. 

'If the ABA receives more than one application 
for the licence it must choose on the bas is of 
merit. In making its decision it will weigh the 
applications against the needs and interests of 
the community and the extent to which the 
proposed services would meet those needs and 
interests. It will also consider the applicants ' 
capacity to provide their proposed services and 
the nature and dive rsity of other broadcasting 
services in the area.' 

Appli cations for the licence must be received 
hefore 5.00 p.m. 26August 1999. Any appli cation 
received will be made ava il ab le in the Newcastle 
Publi c Libra1y from 2 September 1999 for public 
perusal. The ABA in vites members of the public 
to lodge submiss ions on those applications. The 
appli catio ns and public submissions will be 
ca refu lly considered by the ABA in reaching its 
decision. 
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