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Invasion of privacy and accuracy and 
fairness 

Complaint 

In April 1999 the ABA rece ived a complaint that 
a lleged tha t a segme nt of th e curre nt affa irs 
program ·60 Min utes ·, broadcast by QTQ 9 o n 
27 April 1997, made false allegatio ns abo ut Sena
tor Ma l Colsto n and his fa mi ly. 

The sto ry concerned allegations that Senator 
Colsto n had presented three Austra lian fl ags to 
service o rgan isa tio ns, representing them as fl ags 
s igned by th e Prime Ministe r w hich had been 
used in a service at Ga ll ipo li o n An zac Day 1990. 
The fl ags d istributed by the Senato r, it was sa id, 
were not the Ga lli po li fl ags. 

Relevant code of practice 

Secti o n 4 o f the Comme rcial Te levisio n Industry 
Code of Practice prov ides , in part: 

4.3 In b roa d castin g news a nd curre nt a ffa irs 

prog rams , licensees : 

4.3. l must presen t fact ua l materi a l acc urate ly a nd 

represent viewpo in ts fa irl y. hav ing rega rd to the 

c irc u ms ta nces a t the tim e o f pre p a ring a nd 

h roadcts ting the p rogram ; .. . 

Decision 

The ABA de te rmined that the licensee f QTQ 9, 
Q ueensla nd Telev ision Ltd, did no t bre· ch cl ause 
4.3. 1 of the code in its broadcast of the segment 
o n '60 Minutes· o n 27 April 1997 in te rms of 
mate rial which specifi ca lly re lated to t~e allega
tions made against Senator Colston abo ut rh e 
Gall ipo li flags. 

However, the ABA dete rmined that the Queens
land Te levisio n Ltd breached clause 4.3. 1 of the 
code in te rms o f both accuracy and re rese nting 
viewpo ints fa irly by broadcasting the stateme nt 
that Se nator Co lston re fu sed to comment o n th e 
allegatio ns w he n no direct contact ad been 
made with him. 

Action taken 

In respo nse to the ABA's reques t for comments 
Network Nine advised that the re levant staff o f 
'60 Minutes· had been advised th at the fa il ure of 
a pe rson to respo nd to te le pho ne ca lls and faxes 
requesting comme nt sho uld not be re ferred to as 
a 'refu sa l'. 

As this is the first breach o f thi s nature by th e 
licensee, the ABA does not intend to take any 
furth e r actio n o n th is occasio n. 
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