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The ABA found a map depicting Tasma
nia forestry reserves was misleading, and 
accordingly the ABC did not present 
factual content accurately. 
The ABA also considered the code re

quirement that demonstrable errors will 
be corrected in a timely manner and in a 
form most suited to the circumstances. 
The ABA found that the ABC acknowl

edged the error and corrected the inaccu
racy in a timely manner by posting an 
accurate depiction of Tasmanian forest 
reserves on the Four Corners website. 
The ABC also acknowledged the error 

in its Public Report on Audience Com
ments and Complaints. 
In light of the ABC’s actions in correct

ing the inaccuracy, the ABA does not 
propose to take any enforcement action 
in relation to the breach on this occasion. 

Code provision 

The relevant provision of the ABC Code 
of Practice 2002 is: 

4.1 Every reasonable effort must be made to 
ensure that the factual content of news and 
current affairs programs is accurate. 

Demonstrable errors will be corrected in a 
timely manner and in a form most suited to 
the circumstances. 

The complaint 

On 7 May 2004 the ABA received a 
complaint regarding a Four Corners re
port broadcast by the ABC on 16 February 
2004. 

The complainant considered that the 
program exhibited ‘blatant bias’ through
out. However, the complainant stated 
that he wished to ‘confine [his] complaint 
to the subject of the location and size of 
reserves that are ‘off-limits to loggers’. 

The program 

The Four Corners current affairs report 
entitled ‘Lords of the Forest’ reported on 
the forest industry in Tasmania, and aired 
claims regarding policies being applied 
to logging, especially in relation to the 
clear felling of old growth forests and 
wood-chipping. Among the issues aired 
in the program were allegations that: 
• 80 per cent of trees harvested in Tasma-

nia end up as woodchips 
• the Tasmanian forestry industry is

woodchipping at a rate never seen 
before 

• wood-chipping, as the dominant use of
logging in Tasmania, was unduly influ
encing forest policy 

• forestry policy may be having a detri-
mental effect on water supply and 

• the culture of the Tasmanian forest
industry and regulatory bodies is one of 
intimidation and lacks transparency. 

Assessment 

The ABA sought a tape of the relevant 
program segment from the ABC and com
ments in regard to the program’s compli
ance with clause 4.1 of the code. The ABA 
was of the view that the broadcaster 
failed to present factual material accu
rately and that the ABC breached clause 
4.1 of the ABC Code of Practice. The code
requires that material that is factual must 
be presented accurately, that is, in con
formity with the truth and free from error 
or defect. This does not mean that all 
factual material must be presented, but 
rather that what is presented is in itself 
accurate and not misleading. The ABC 
has acknowledged that the map displayed 
during the report was inaccurate. 
The ABA, having viewed the material in 

context agrees that inclusion of this par
ticular map led to an inaccurate represen
tation of areas of Tasmanian forest in 
reserves. 

ABC TV: Stateline (Victoria)


Factual accuracy and balance 

The complaint 

On 12 January 2004, the ABA received a 
written complaint regarding the Stateline 
program broadcast on ABC TV. The com
plainant claimed that the program con
tained factual inaccuracies and that it was 
not balanced and impartial. 

Stateline is a weekly current affairs pro
gram that aims to provide political analy
sis and insight into local issues. 

Decision 

The ABA determined that by broadcast
ing the Victorian edition of the Stateline 
program on 15 August 2003, ABC TV 
breached clause 4.1 of the ABC Code of 
Practice by reporting that: 
• all approvals had been granted for the 

Portland Wind Farm Project to proceed 
and 

• 120 wind towers would be constructed 
on three capes. 

The ABA found that the report was 
balanced and impartial. 

Action taken 

ABC TV has acknowledged one of the 
factual inaccuracies and has apologised 
to the complainant. 

MARCH 2005 9 


	In the news
	New digital commercial television service for Mildura/Sunraysia
	New community radio licences
	for Mount Beauty, Victoria
	and Charleville, Queensland

	Recent planning decisions
	Technical changes to Sydney community television service
	Improved radio services for Wagga Wagga, NSW
	Changes to community radio service in Bega, NSW
	Improved commercial radio services for Traralgon and Morwell, Vic
	New and improved radio services for Rockhampton/ Gladstone area, Qld


	I n v e s t i g a t i o n s
	ABC Radio: AM
	ABC TV: Four Corners
	ABC TV: Stateline (Victoria)
	ATN 7 Sydney: Today Tonight
	ATN 7 Sydney: Today Tonight
	WIN TV Southern NSW
	NBN Northern New South Wales
	TCN 9 Sydney
	MIX 106.3 Canberra
	3FOX FM Melbourne : Matt & Jo Show
	4EL Cairns
	5EBI Adelaide
	6WR Kununurra: The Brekky show
	Radio Mulba, Port Hedland

	Complaints about Internet content
	MOU for ABA and Net Alert
	N e w s U p d a t e
	International launch of the Virtual Global Taskforce welcomed
	Temporary community broadcasting licences
	Applications invited for new community radio licences
	for Eden, NSW
	and Geelong, Victoria

	C and P programs

	Where are we heading?
	International broadcast & media briefs
	Conference diary


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


