Specialists

Melbourne is known as the
“financial capital of Australia”, hous-
ing the head office of Australia’s
biggest company, BHP.

Also based in Melbourne is the
centre of operations for other notable
companies.

The AFP bases its currency inves-
tigation in Melbourne. A small but
extremely effective team of investiga-
tors tackling infringements against the
Crimes (Currency) Act is kept busy
investigating reports of counterfeiting
around Australia.

A Joint Task Force (JTF), estab-
lished in 1979, sees AFP detectives
working side by side with their
Victoria Police colleagues on a day-
to-day basis.

Since its inception the JTF has had
a substantial impact on several crimi-
nal enterprises.

In its first case, codenamed Oper-
ation ‘“T-Bone”, the team investigated
a conspiracy to import heroin under
newly proclaimed legislation. One of
the principals was imprisoned for 25
years and another for 20 years. Two
others received lesser sentences.

The operation also saw for the first
time, the AFP giving protection to
witnesses and resulted in the estab-
lishment of the Witness Protection
Division.

Success

Operations “Torch”, “Guinness”
and “Rock” are also high of the list
of successes, each having resulted in
the seizure of a kilo of heroin and the
arrests and sentencing of those
responsible.

As a consequence of the close co-
operation between the police forces,
330 kilograms of cannabis resin, worth
(in 1983) about $9 million, which had
been air freighted to Australia, was
seized and those responsible were
successfully prosecuted.

Southern Region’s total inquiry
figures — including those of the JTF
— for the fiscal yar 1987-88 show
there were 3630 investigations into
offences involving $6,735,931.

Tasmania

One of the smaller State-based
operations is centred in Hobart.

The team is led by Inspector Floyd
Ballard.

They were kept busy last year
looking into more than 400 reports and
as a result, uncovered offences against
the Commonwealth costed at more
than $466,000. (Tasmania was covered
in Plarypus No. 18 of September 1987)

Platypus 24, December 1988

THE DONALD MACKAY CHURCHILL FELLOWSHIP

The Donald Mackay Churchxll Fellowsmp for the study of organised crime
and its-suppression is 4 perpetual fellowship to commemorate the man who gave
his life ﬁghtmg for what hc beheved was right. It is again offered for tenure
in 1990,

The first Donald Mackay Churchﬂl Fellowship was awarded to Mr Andrew
Keenan of Mosman in Sydney, who was presented with his Certificate of Award
by His Excellency the Governor of NSW, Air Marshal Sir James Rowland, in
Sydney on 5 August. Mr Keenan is a Journalist with the Sydney Morning Herald
who has become known ‘for his investigative skills and commitment to his
profession. He will undertake a 7-week visit to Hong Kong and the USA to
study current methods of understanding, investigating and tackling corruption,
with particular emphasxs on organised crime’s dependence on corruption.

The chosen Fellow might be a pollce officer, ;ournahst, author, customs officer,
doctor, computer analyst - someone with a pro;ect directly aimed at reducmg

| the power of criminals to act agamst Australian society. He or she will receive

a living allowance to Cover expenses anywhere in the world, usually for about
three montl longer or s.hortcr if the project calls for it — plus air fares
and fees.
For information about all Churchﬂl Fellowships, of which about 50 are awarded

each year; send & stamped addressed envelope to:

 The Wmston’Churchxll Memorml Trust

218 Northbourne Avenue

BRADDON ACT 2601

Apphcatncms, mcludmg references, must be forwarded not later than Tuesday,
28 February 1989 :




