
Privatising prisons: the underlying issues 119

a trust relationship between the citizen 
and the state. If an inmate is assaulted or 
injured in a private correction facility, 
has the state failed to uphold its respon­
sibility? Ultimately the state cannot 
abrogate its obligation to provide a safe, 
accountable and efficient correctional 
service which encourages meaningful 
skill acquisition and socialisation to 
inmates imprisoned by the authority of 
the state.
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losophy and present an account of how it 
might further put at risk the operation of the 
criminal justice system.
Glossary:
Hegemony: the feature o f a dominating 
power, as in one nation dominating another; 
or a ruling class dominating less powerful 
classes. It involves the notion that power is 
not merely the consequence of the immedi­
ate threat of force but also relates to the idea 
that the hegemonic power represents the nat­
ural order.
Ideology: refers to a system of beliefs or val­
ues. It is often thought that to be ideological 
is bad, and therefore to be avoided; whereas 
the idea that knowledge or a position could 
be value-free, is itself an ideological posi­
tion.
Recidivism: repeating criminal offences.
Further references: see the Legal Issues 
Resource Kit: Prisons, L egal Service  
Bulletin Co-operative 1992. The kit is a 
compilation of articles from back issues of 
the Legal Service Bulletin!Alternative Law 
Journal. It is available from the LSB Co­
operative, Law Faculty, Monash University, 
Clayton, 3168, Victoria, and costs $7. Kits 
are also available on 16 other topics.
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