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S ix  m o n th s  a g o , W e s te rn  A u s t r a l i a ’s c o n s e rv a t iv e  C o a l i t io n  p a r tn e rs  
b u r ie d  A b o r ig in a l  is s u e s  in  a n  e le c t io n  p o l ic y  c a l le d  Lifestyle. A t  th e  
tim e , re tro sp e c tiv e  le g is la tio n  d id  n o t  r a te  a  m en tio n .

T oday , P re m ie r  R ic h a rd  C o u r t h a s  a c h ie v e d  a  n a tio n a l p ro f ile  fo r  h is  
e x tre m e  e ffo rts  to  o v e r tu rn  th e  H ig h  C o u r t’s d e c is io n  in  Mabo v The State 
o f Queensland (1 9 9 2 ) 109 A L JR  4 0 8 . A n d  W e ste rn  A u s tra lia n s  h av e  seen  
sev e ra l e x a m p le s  o f  re tro sp e c tiv e  le g is la tio n , th e  m o s t p ro m in e n t re la tin g  
to  th e  e ro s io n  o f  w o rk e rs ’ c o m m o n  law  rig h ts . L a w y e rs  a c ro ss  th e  p o liti­
ca l sp ec tru m  h a v e  u n ite d  in  a  c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t it.

S h o r t ly  a f te r  2  p .m . o n  3 0  J u n e  1 9 9 3 , L a b o u r  R e la t io n s  M in is te r  
K ie ra th  re a d  a  M in is te ria l S ta te m e n t to  P a r lia m e n t, o u tlin in g  c h a n g es  to  
la w s  g o v e rn in g  w o rk - re la te d  a c c id e n ts . T h e s e  c h a n g e s , h e  sa id , m e a n t 
th a t fro m  4  p .m . th a t d a y  n o -o n e  c o u ld  su e  fo r  c o m m o n  law  d a m a g e s  
u n le ss  th e re  h a d  b e e n  to ta l b o d ily  im p a irm e n t o f  a t  le a s t  3 0%  a n d  c la im s  
a b o v e  3 0 %  w o u ld  h a v e  a  th re sh o ld  o f  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0 . T h e  in e q u ity  o f  th is  is  
e x e m p lif ie d  b y  th e  a c tio n s  o f  a  n e w  L ib e ra l  M P /la w y e r  ru sh in g  to  th e  
p h o n e  a f te r  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t to  a d v is e  h is  le g a l f irm  o f  th e  ch an g e . It, 
a lo n e , f i le d  n in e  w rits  in  le ss  th an  an  h o u r. S ig n if ic an tly , n o  leg is la tio n  
w a s  p ro d u c ed .

T h e  c h a n g e s  ig n o re d  th e  w a rn in g  o f  th e  c o n se rv a tiv e  M P  w h o m  m an y  
th o u g h t w o u ld  b e  A tto rn e y -G e n e ra l -  P e te r  F o s s  -  th a t  ‘I t  is  c e rta in ly  
c le a r  th a t re tro sp e c tiv e  leg is la tio n  is  o p e n  to  a b u s e . .  . ’l

T h e  Acts Amendment (Ministry of Justice) Bill 1993  a lso  co n ta in s  a  
c la u s e  le g a l i s in g  r e t r o s p e c t iv e ly  a c t io n s  b y  th e  a l r e a d y  e s ta b l i s h e d  
M in is try  o f  Ju s tic e : th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  su ch  re tro sp e c tiv e  leg is la tio n  h as  
n o t a p p e a re d  to  tro u b le  th e  p e rso n  re sp o n s ib le  -  th e  h ig h e s t law  o ff ic e r in  
th e  S ta te  -  th e  A tto rn ey  G e n e ra l. T h e re  h a s  a lso  b e e n  n o  p u b lic  ev id en ce  
th a t sh e  h a s  in te rv e n e d  re g a rd in g  th e  re p re h e n s ib le  re tro sp e c tiv e  d isen ti- 
tle m e n t o f  in ju re d  w o rk e rs .

T h a t th e  C o a litio n  w o u ld  tak e  W e ste rn  A u s tra lia n  p o litic s  to  th e  r ig h t 
w a s  n e v e r  re a l ly  in  q u e s t io n . B u t in  th is  e ra  o f  c o n s e n s u s  p o li t ic s  its  
modus operandi -  fa il in g  to  c o n s u lt  o r  to  c a n v a s s  o p in io n s  o f  in te re s t  
g ro u p s  -  ra ise s  g h o s ts  o f  th e  1970s.

T h e  n e w  A tto rn e y -G e n e ra l ,  C h e ry l E d w a rd e s ,  is  p o li t ic a l ly  a l ig n e d  
w ith  P re m ie r  C o u r t ’s v iew s. S h e  b e c a m e  N o . 1 la w  o ff ic e r  a f te r  10 yea rs  
o f  L a b o r  g o v e rn m e n ts , w ith  A tto rn e y -G e n e ra l Jo e  B e rin so n . E d w a rd es  is 
to u g h , a c tiv e  a n d  a  p ro lif ic  m ed ia  p e rfo rm er. H e r  p o litic a l a g e n d a  m ay , 
h o w e v e r, c o n f lic t  w ith  h e r  ro le  o f  A tto rn e y -G e n e ra l w h ic h  o n e  o f  h e r p re  
d e c e sso rs  d e sc r ib e d  a s  ‘th e  e th ica l c o n sc ie n c e  o f  C a b in e t.’2

W h ile  in  O p p o s itio n , th e  C o a litio n  c a p ita lise d  o n  v ig o ro u s  co m m u n ity  
c r i t ic is m s  a n d  m e d ia  c a m p a ig n s  a b o u t  ju v e n i le * ju s t ic e  a g a in s t  L a b o r  
G o v e rn m e n ts  a n d  th e  co u rts . Iro n ic a lly , th e n , th e  C o a li t io n ’s ‘L a w  a n d  
O r d e r  Ju s tic e  fo r  A ll’ e le c tio n  p o lic y  w a s  le ss  e x tre m e  th a n  L a b o r ’s a n d  
its  p ro m ise s  w e re  m a in ly  a  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  L a b o r ’s p ro g ra m s . O f  th e  95  
la w  a n d  o rd e r  p ro m is e s , B e r in so n  id e n tif ie d  81 th a t  h a d  a lre a d y  b e e n  
im p le m e n te d , w e re  a lm o s t  id e n tic a l  to  e x is t in g  p ro g ra m s  o r  h a d  b ee n  
c o m m i t t e d  to  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  ( M e d i a  S t a t e m e n t ,  2 4 .1 .9 3 ) .  
E d w a r d e s ’ a g e n d a  f o r  la w  r e f o r m  w a s  n o t  a s  s u b s ta n t i a l  a s  i t  f i r s t  
ap p e a re d .
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A fte r  th e  6  F e b r u a r y  S ta te  e le c t io n ,  s h e  a ls o  o u t l in e d  a  
‘v is io n  f o r  la w  a n d  j u s t i c e ’ to  im p r o v e  a c c e s s  to  ju s t i c e ,  
re d u c e  le g a l c o s ts , p ro m o te  a  b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  law  a n d  
im p ro v e  th e  ‘s e rv ic e  d e l iv e ry ’ o f  ju s t ic e .3

S o  w h a t h a s  b e e n  a c h ie v e d ?

Ministry of Justice
A  M i n i s t r y  o f  J u s t i c e  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  m e d i a  
a n n o u n c e m e n t ,  a n d  c o m b i n e s  C r o w n  L a w ,  C o r r e c t i v e  
S e rv ice s  a n d  th e  Y o u th  J u s tic e  B u rea u .

T h o u g h  su c h  a  fo rm a t is  c o m m o n  in  E u ro p e , i t  w a s  re je c te d  
b y  th e  Report o f the Official Visit to Europe to Examine 
Criminal Justice Policies, th e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  e x te n s iv e  1991  
E u ro p e a n  to u r  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  B e r in s o n , th e  C h ie f  J u s t ic e ,  
S o lic ito r-G en e ra l a n d  C h ie f  S tip e n d ia ry  M ag is tra te .

D e sp ite  E d w a rd e s ’ w o rth y  ra tio n a le  fo r  th e  M in is try  -  to  
d e v e lo p  a  m o re  c o -o rd in a te d  a p p ro a c h  to  c r im in a l ju s t ic e  p o li­
c ie s  a n d  s e rv ic e s  -  th e re  is  p o te n t ia l  fo r  c o n f l ic t  w h e n  th e  
b o d y  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  c o u r ts  a n d  ju d g e s  is  th e  s a m e  a s  th a t  
re sp o n s ib le  fo r  im p riso n in g  p e o p le . In te g ra tio n  c o u ld  b e  p e r ­
c e iv e d  a s  in te rfe r in g  w ith  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  c o u rts , as  
c o u ld  a b o li t io n  o f  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  U n d e r  S e c re ta ry  o f  L aw . 
E d w a rd e s  e x a c e rb a te s  th is  c o n c e rn  w ith  c o m m e n ts  lik e  ‘. . . 
th e  p ro se c u tio n , p u n ish m e n t a n d  re h a b ilita tio n  o f  an  o ffe n d e r  
w ill b e  th e  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  o n e  m in is try . B a s ic a lly  th e  le f t  
h a n d  w il l  k n o w  w h a t  th e  r i g h t  h a n d  is  d o in g  . . . ’4 A ls o ,  
E d w a rd e s  w il l  e s ta b l is h  a n  e x e c u t iv e  c o m m itte e  u n d e r  h e r  
m in is te r ia l c o n tro l. A s  th e re  w ill b e  ju d ic ia l  re p re se n ta tio n  o n  
th a t c o m m itte e , E d w a rd e s  w ill b e  a b le  to  d ire c t th em , c re a tin g  
a  p o te n tia l fo r  m in is te r ia l  in te rfe re n c e  w ith  th e  ju d ic ia ry .

T h e  M in istry , w h ic h  w ill h a v e  ad m in is tra tiv e  lin k s  w ith  th e  
D ire c to r  o f  P u b lic  P ro se c u tio n s , w ill sh a re  d a ta b a se s  a n d  c u r­
re n tly  th e re  a re  n o  g u id e lin e s  o r  le g is la tio n  p ro te c tin g  p rivacy . 
A m a lg a m a tio n  m a y  g iv e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  c o u r ts  a  g re a te r  
c r im in a l fo c u s  to  th e  d e tr im e n t o f  o th e r  a re a s  o f  law . T h e re  is 
a lso  c o n c e rn  th a t  ju v e n ile  ju s t ic e  p o lic y  w ill b e  u n d u ly  in f lu ­
e n c e d  b y  C o r r e c t iv e  S e r v ic e s .  M a n y  to p  p o s i t io n s  in  th e  
M in is try , in c lu d in g  th e  c h ie f  e x e c u tiv e  o f f ic e r ’s (E d w a rd e s ’ 
h u sb a n d  is  h is  a s s is ta n t) , see m  to  h a v e  b ee n  f ille d  b y  p e o p le  
fro m  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  C o rre c tiv e  S e rv ic e s . P r iso n  o ff ic e rs  
w ill b e  u s e d  in  ju v e n i le  d e te n tio n  c e n tre s , w h ic h  m a y  in f lu ­
e n c e  th e  w a y  th ey  a re  ru n , a n d  m o re  ju v e n ile s  c o u ld  e n d  u p  in  
a d u lt  g ao ls .

Law and order: juvenile justice
B e fo re  th e  e le c tio n  th e  C o a litio n  ‘p ro m is e d ’ a  n u m b e r  o f  p ro ­
g ra m s  w h ich  a lre a d y  e x is te d . F o r  e x a m p le , a  J u v e n ile  Ju s tic e  
B u re a u , a  3 0 -y e a r  se n te n c e  fo r  w ilfu l m u rd er, c o n d itio n a l d is ­
m issa l fo r  ju v e n ile s , ex gratia c r im in a l in ju rie s  c o m p e n sa tio n  
p a y m e n ts ,  d iv e r s io n a r y  s c h e m e s  a n d  e a r ly  in te rv e n tio n  fo r  
ju v e n ile s  a n d  m e a su re s  to  re d u c e  th e  ra te  o f  im p riso n m e n t.5

A  ju v e n ile  p a ro le  sy s tem  is  p la n n e d , a s  is  a u to m a tic  c a n c e l­
la tio n  o f  b a il i f  a  ju v e n ile  c o m m its  a  se r io u s  o ffen ce . T h is  is  a  
su p e r f ic ia l  c u re ,  d is c r im in a te s  a g a in s t  ju v e n i le s  a n d , b e in g  
m a n d a to ry , c o u ld  a p p ly  u n fa irly . A  y o u n g  o ffe n d e rs  a c t  w ill 
b e  in tro d u c e d . D e s p ite  a  p a s s in g  r e fe re n c e  to  fa m ily  g ro u p  
co n fe re n c e s  i t  is  u n lik e ly  to  re p lic a te  th e  Children and Young 
Persons and their Families Act 198 9  (N Z ). T h is  le g is la tio n , 
a lo n g  w ith  th e  n e w  M in is try  o f  Ju s tic e , is  p a r t  o f  E d w a rd e s ’ 
p la n  to  re d u c e  ju v e n ile  c r im e .

T h e  S ta te  G o v e r n m e n t  A d v is o ry  C o m m it te e  o n  Y o u n g  
O ffen d e rs , a n  e ffe c tiv e  b o d y , h a s  b e e n  re p la c e d  b y  a  Ju v e n ile  
J u s t i c e  A d v is o r y  C o u n c i l ,  r e p la c in g  a g e n c y  a n d  ju d ic ia l  
in v o lv e m e n t w ith  c o m m u n ity  in v o lv e m e n t.

T h e  P o lic e  D e p a r tm e n t a n d  th e  Y o u th  J u s t ic e  B u re a u  a re  
r e v ie w in g  th e  Crime (Serious and Repeat Offenders) Act 
1992,6 d e sp ite  th e  n u m e ro u s  re v ie w s  o f  th is  d ra c o n ia n  leg is la ­
tio n , th e  n a d ir  o f  L a b o r ’s ju s t ic e  p ro g ram .

E d w a rd e s  h a s  a lso  p u b lic ly  c o m m itte d  h e rs e lf  to  re fo rm s , 
m an y  o f  w h ich  w e re  c o m m e n c e d  b y  th e  p re v io u s  a d m in is tra ­
tion . S h e  a p p e a rs  to  re c o g n ise  th a t d iv e rs io n  a n d  reh ab ilita tio n  
a re  c ru c ia l. T im e  w ill te ll h o w  sh e  w ill re sp o n d  to  a n y  c o n c e rt­
e d  p u b lic  o u tc ry  fo r  to u g h e r  sen ten c es .

Law and order: adults
T h e  m u c h  c r i t ic i s e d  a d u l t  p a r o le  s y s te m  w h e re  a  p r is o n e r  
se rv es  o n ly  a  th ird  o f  a  s e n te n c e  in  g a o l, w ith  th e  f in a l th ird  
c a n c e l l e d  i f  p a r o le  is  s u c c e s s f u l ,  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b a n d o n e d .  
H o w e v e r  10%  re m iss io n s  w ill b e  a b o lish e d , a s  re c o m m e n d e d  
b y  th e  Jo in t  S e lec t C o m m itte e  o n  P a ro le .

V ic tim s’ r ig h ts  h a v e  b e e n  h ig h ly  p o litic ise d  a n d  g iv en  p r i­
o rity  s in c e  th e  la te  1980s. E d w a rd e s  w ill c o n tin u e  p ro g ram s 
g iv in g  v ic tim s  b o th  g re a te r  in p u t in to  th e  ju s t ic e  sy s tem  a n d  
c ris is  su p p o rt. S h e  h as  p ro m ise d  to  e n sh r in e  in  leg is la tio n  th e  
ex is tin g  C h a r te r  o f  V ic tim s’ R ig h ts , th u s  re c o g n is in g  v ic tim s ’ 
in p u t in to  s e n te n c in g  a n d  p a ro le .

A  se n te n c in g  ac t, p ro v id in g  fo r  g u id e lin e s  b y  th e  C o u rt o f  
C rim in a l A p p ea l fo r  a ll  ju d g e s  a n d  m a g is tra te s , w ill b e  in tro ­
d u c e d :  E d w a r d e s  s e e s  th i s  a s  e n s u r in g  c o n s i s t e n c y  a n d  
im p ro v e d  c o m m u n ity  c o n f id e n c e .7 H o w e v e r , l ik e  th e  Crime 
(Serious and Repeat Offenders) Act, i t  is  a n o th e r  e x a m p le  o f  
e ro s io n  o f  ju d ic ia l  s e n te n c in g  d isc re tio n .

E d w a rd e s  e sp o u se s  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t h ig h  A b o rig in a l ch a rg ­
in g  a n d  im p riso n m e n t ra te s , a n d  su p p o rts  L a b o r ’s p ro g ra m s  to  
h o ld  A b o rig in a l o ffe n d e rs  in  th e ir  c o m m u n itie s  ra th e r  th a n  tra ­
d itio n a l g ao ls . S u rp ris in g ly , sh e  h as  s ig n a lle d  a  m a jo r  sen ten c ­
in g  c h a n g e  w h ich  w o u ld  im p a c t o n  h ig h  A b o rig in a l im p riso n ­
m e n t ra te s : ‘I w o u ld  lik e  to  p e rh a p s  a b o lish  sen te n c e s  o f  s ix  
m o n th s  o r  le s s  e x c e p t  in  e x c e p t io n a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ’.8 S h e  
o u g h t a lso  c o n s id e r  th e  sen ten c in g  p o w e rs  o f  J P s  (sh e  h as to ld  
a t  le a s t  o n e  g ro u p  sh e  w a n ts  to  a b o lish  th e se ) a n d  ab o litio n  o f  
th e  m ea ls  a llo w a n c e  (o ften  p a id  to  p o lic e  o f f ic e rs ’ sp o u ses  fo r  
p ro v id in g  m e a ls  to  lo c k u p  p r is o n e r s ) ,  lo n g  re c o g n is e d  a s  a  
m a jo r  c a u s e  o f  th e  h ig h  in c a rc e ra tio n  a n d  c h a rg in g  ra te s  o f  
A b o r ig in e s  in  n o r th e r n  W e s te rn  A u s t r a l ia .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  
C o a litio n  le f t  o p e n  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  fu tu re  a b u se s  b y  p ro m is ­
in g  to  ‘fo rm a lly  re c o g n ise  th e  ro le  o f  p o lic e  sp o u se s  w h o  c u r ­
re n tly  a c t a s  u n p a id  a ss is tan ts  a t  co u n try  s ta tio n s  a n d  ex a m in e  
th e  m e a n s  o f  p ro v id in g  c o m p e n sa tio n ’ .9

T h e  C o a litio n ’s e le c tio n  p o lic y  p ro m ise d  to  c o n s id e r  g iv in g  
an  a c c u se d  th e  r ig h t  to  e le c t tria l b y  ju d g e  a lo n e . T h is  co u ld  
le a d  to  an  e ro s io n  o f  a  p e r s o n ’s r ig h t  to  tria l b y  ju ry . F o r  e x a m ­
p le , a f te r  sev e ra l y e a rs  o f  p ilo tin g  th e  id ea , a  g o v e rn m e n t lo o k ­
in g  fo r  sav in g s  m ig h t ab o lish  th e  r ig h t  to  tria l b y  ju ry  a lto g e th ­
er.

E le c t io n  p r o m is e s  d o  n o t  c o m e  w i th o u t  t h e i r  c y n ic a l  
m o m en ts : th e  C o a litio n , w h ich  v e h e m e n tly  o p p o se d  lo w erin g  
th e  b lo o d  a lc o h o l l im it fo r  d riv e rs  to  0 .0 5 , p ro m ise d  to  su b ­
s tan tia lly  in c re a se  p e n a ltie s  fo r  d r in k  d riv e rs  c a u s in g  d ea th  o r  
se r io u s  in ju r ie s .
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E d w a rd e s ’ rh e to r ic  su g g e s ts  th a t sh e  see s  h e r  m a jo r  ta sk s  a s  
re d u c in g  ju v e n ile  c r im e  a n d  h ig h  ra te s  o f  im p riso n m e n t. L a te s t  
re se a rc h  fro m  th e  C r im e  R e se a rc h  C e n tre  sh o w s  c r im e  ra te s  
a re  fa ll in g  a n y w a y : ju v e n i le  a r r e s ts ,  c o u r t  a p p e a ra n c e s  a n d  
co n v ic tio n s  h a v e  d ro p p e d . T h is  su g g e s ts  p re v io u s  a d m in is tra ­
t io n s ’ r e h a b i l i ta t io n  a n d  d iv e r s io n  p ro g r a m s  a re  w o rk in g .10 
Iro n ic a l ly , g iv e n  th e  C o a l i t io n ’s la w  a n d  o rd e r  m e n ta l i ty  in  
o p p o s itio n , E d w a rd e s  h a s  e m b ra c e d  th e se  d irec tio n s .

Police powers
T h e  C o a litio n  p ro m ise d  a n  in d e p e n d e n t p o lic e  c o m p la in ts  tr i­
b u n a l .  B u t ,  in s te a d ,  i t  w il l  e s ta b l is h  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  p o l ic e  
c o m p la in t s  r e v ie w  p a n e l  ( w i th  th e  s a m e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  
O m b u d sm a n , c o m m u n ity  re p re se n ta tiv e  a n d  re tire d  ju d g e )  a s  a  
f i n a l  ‘h o u s e  o f  r e v i e w ’ . I t s  ‘i n d e p e n d e n c e ’ in v o lv e s  th e  
O m b u d sm a n  re v ie w in g  h is  o w n  a c tio n s . A lso , th e  G o v e rn m e n t 
h a s  re je c te d  th e  R o y a l  C o m m is s io n  in to  W e s te rn  A u s tra lia n  
G o v e r n m e n t  B u s in e s s  D e a l in g ’s r e c o m m e n d a t io n  f o r  a n  
IC A C -ty p e  b o d y , w h ic h  c o u ld  h a v e  d e a lt  w ith  th e  m o re  se ri­
o u s  c o m p la in ts  a b o u t  p o lic e .

L a b o r ’s  in te r im  p o lic e  b o a rd  w ill  b e  m a d e  p e rm a n e n t, a n d  a  
Police Force Administration Bill w ill  a lso  s tre a m lin e  a n d  se p a ­
r a te  a d m in is tr a t iv e  fu n c tio n s  f ro m  s u m m a ry  o f fe n c e s  in  th e  
Police Act. E d w a r d e s  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  to  ‘ . . . s u b s t a n t i a l  
a m e n d m e n ts  b e in g  m a d e ’.11 to  th is  A c t,  f o l lo w in g  th e  Law 
Reform Commission Report on Police Act Offences, w h ic h  re c ­
o m m e n d e d  a b o lit io n  o f  n u m e ro u s  o b so le te  o ffen ce s  a n d  c la r i­
f ic a tio n  a n d  e x te n s io n  o f  p e o p le ’s  r ig h ts .

Legal Aid Commission vs community justice/Iaw 
centres
T h e  C o a li t io n  is  c o m m itte d  to  m o re  c o m m u n ity  ju s t ic e / la w  
c e n tr e s .  T h is  c o m m itm e n t  is  a im e d  a t  th a t  m id d le  g ro u p  o f  
p e o p le  w h o  m is s  o u t  o n  le g a l se rv ic e s  d u e  to  e x p e n se  o r  in e li­
g ib ility  fo r  le g a l a id .

F u n d in g  o f  su c h  c e n tre s  is  to  b e  in c re a se d  ra th e r  th a n  leg a l 
a id . H o w e v e r , th is  w ill n o t  sa tis fy  th e  re a l n e e d  fo r  th e  tra d i­
t io n a l s e rv ic e s  o f  a  la w y e r  a n d  th e  H ig h  C o u r t’s p ro n o u n c e ­
m e n ts  in  Dietrich v The Queen (1 9 9 3 ) 6 7  A L JR  1 h a v e  c o m ­
p e lle d  th e  A tto rn e y  to  d e v e lo p  a  p o lic y  to  h e lp  th o se  c h a rg e d  
w h o  c a n n o t a f fo rd  d e fe n c e  la w y e rs .12 A  p u b lic  d e fe n d e r  is  a  
p o ss ib ility .

E d w a rd e s  a lso  p la n s  to  e n c o u ra g e  p r ic e  co m p e tit io n  w ith in  
a n d  p r ic e  a d v e rtis in g  b y  th e  leg a l p ro fe ss io n .

Queen’s Counsel
T h e  A tto rn e y -G e n e ra l’s  c o m m itm e n t to  a ffo rd a b ility  o f  ju s t ic e  
is  in c o n s is te n t w ith  th e  d e c is io n  to  a p p o in t  m o re  Q C s. A lso  a s  
N e w  S o u th  W a le s  a n d  th e  N o rth e rn  T e rrito ry  h a v e  ab o lish e d  
th e  p ra c tic e , th is  is  a g a in s t  th e  tre n d  to w a rd s  n a tio n a l u n if ic a ­
tio n  o f  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  la w  b y  b re a k in g  d o w n  e n try  b a rr ie rs  an d  
m u tu a l re c o g n itio n  leg is la tio n .

Aborigines
T h e  C o a l i t i o n ’s e le c t io n  p o l ic y ,  c u r io u s ly  t i t l e d  Lifestyle , 
lu m p e d  to g e th e r  th e  d is a b le d ,  y o u th ,  w o m e n ,  s e n io r s  a n d  
A b o r ig in e s . I t  f a ile d  to  m e n tio n  th e  R o y a l C o m m iss io n  in to  
A b o rig in a l D e a th s  in  C u s to d y . H o w e v e r, th e  A b o rig in a l L e g a l 
S e r v i c e ,  q u e s t i o n i n g  L a b o r ’s c o m m i tm e n t  to  th e  R o y a l  
C o m m is s io n ’s 3 3 9  re c o m m e n d a t io n s ,  w il l  b e  s e e k in g  c le a r  
u n d e r ta k in g s  fro m  th e  G o v e rn m e n t.

Lifestyle a n d  th e  C o a l i t io n ’s m in in g  a n d  h e r ita g e  p o lic ie s  
a lso  fa ile d  to  m e n tio n  Mabo, la n d  d e v e lo p m e n t, am en d m e n ts  
p ro p o s e d  to  th e  Aboriginal Heritage Act 1 9 7 2  b y  th e  L a b o r  
G o v e rn m e n t, o r  re c o n c ilia tio n .

I t is  h is to ry  th a t th e  B u rk e  G o v e rn m e n t fa ile d  in  its  b id  to 
e n a c t th e  Aboriginal Land Bill 1984 . H o w e v e r, L a b o r  ac h ie v ed  
a  m a rk e d  in c re a se  in  A b o rig in a l o c c u p a tio n , u se  a n d  o w n e r­
sh ip  o f  lan d . A ll th e  in d ic a tio n s  a re  th a t th is  w ill n o t co n tin u e  
ea s ily  u n d e r  th e  C o a litio n .

Mabo h a s  m a d e  C o u r t  a  n a t io n a l  f ig u re . H e  h a s  n a iv e ly  
r a i le d  a g a in s t  th e  H ig h  C o u r t ’s la w  m a k in g  fu n c tio n , th u s  
u n d e rm in in g  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  ju d ic ia ry , a n d  h as  ca lle d  
fo r  a  n a tio n a l re fe re n d u m . T h e  c a ll fo r  a  re fe re n d u m  o n  e q u a li­
ty  o f  r ig h ts  is  d ish o n es t: C o u r t  w ill n o t  re c o g n ise  w h a t h e  ca lls  
‘sp e c ia l  r ig h t s ’ fo r  A b o r ig in e s ,  b u t  h e  w il l  p ro te c t  e x is t in g  
title s  o f  m in e rs  a t  a ll co s ts .

C o u rt p ro p o se s  le g is la tio n  to  g o  b e y o n d  V ic to rian  P rem ie r 
K e n n e t t ’s B ill a n d  n o t o n ly  v a l id a te  a l l  t i t le s  p o s t - 1975  b u t 
p ro b a b ly  n o t c o m p e n sa te  fo r  e x tin g u ish m e n t o f  n a tiv e  title. H e  
e x p e c ts  th e  le g is la tio n  to  b e  c h a lle n g e d , g iv in g  h im  th e  o p p o r­
tu n ity  to  f ig h t th e  Mabo ru lin g  in  th e  H ig h  C o u rt, a rg u in g  th a t 
it  w a s  f la w e d  a n d  d is c r im in a to ry .13

C o u r t  se e s  n o  c o n n e c tio n  b e tw e e n  la n d  a n d  so c ia l  ju s tic e  
fo r  A b o r ig in e s , a lth o u g h  h e  c le a r ly  re c o g n is e s  th e  lin k  w ith  
fa rm ers :

We do not want to get bogged down with Mabo. There are many social
justice issues which need addressing and we want to concentrate our
efforts on improving the position o f Aboriginal people in our society.14

R e la tio n s  b e tw e e n  A b o r ig in e s  a n d  th e  C o a litio n  w e re  n o t 
e n h a n c e d  b y  T r a n s p o r t  M in is te r  E r ic  C h a r l to n ’s d e m a n d s ,  
w h e n  in O p p o s itio n , fo r  th e  A b o rig in a l L e g a l S e rv ice  to  d is­
c lo s e  i ts  f in a n c ia l  a f f a i r s  in  r e s p o n s e  to  a n  U p p e r  H o u s e  
m o tio n . C h a r l to n ’s ra tio n a le  w a s  th a t th e  A L S  d o e s  n o t p ro p e r­
ly  s e rv ic e  a l l  A b o r ig in e s . T h e  N a tio n a l  P a r ty ’s p re -e le c tio n  
p o l ic y  w a s  f o r  th e  L e g a l  A id  C o m m is s io n  to  s u b s u m e  th e  
A L S . A n  u n su c c e ss fu l S u p re m e  C o u rt c h a lle n g e  to  th e  m o tio n  
co u ld  see  w a rra n ts  b e in g  is su e d  to  b r in g  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  A L S  
b e f o r e  th e  H o u s e  to  a n s w e r  c o n te m p t  c h a rg e s .  A b o r ig in a l  
A ffa irs  M in is te r  M in so n  h as  re c e n tly  re n e g e d  o n  a  p ro m ise  n o t 
to  p u rsu e  th e  m a tte r .15
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Royal Commission
T h o u g h  th e  R o y a l  C o m m is s io n  in to  W e s te r n  A u s t r a l i a n  
G o v e rn m e n t B u s in e ss  D e a lin g s  a n d  O th e r  M a tte rs  w a s  in s tru ­
m e n ta l in  th e  C o u r t  G o v e rn m e n t a c h ie v in g  o ffice , C o u rt h as  
l i t t l e  c o m m i tm e n t  to  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o f  i ts  S e c o n d  
R e p o r t  (c o v e r in g  a d m in is tra t iv e , in s ti tu t io n a l , p a r lia m e n ta ry  
a n d  e le c to ra l  re fo rm ) . B u t  h is  G o v e rn m e n t is  c o m m itte d  to  
p u rsu in g  a n y  p ro se c u tio n s  a r is in g  o u t  o f  th e  F ir s t  R e p o rt.

C o u r t ’s re lu c ta n c e  to  e n d o r s e  th e  S e c o n d  R e p o r t  m a y  b e  
m a i n l y  d u e  to  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f o r  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  
L e g is la t iv e  C o u n c i l  e le c to ra l  s y s te m  b y  a  C o m m is s io n  o n  
G o v e rn m e n t .  T h is  H o u s e  h a s  a lw a y s  h a d  A u s t r a l ia ’s m o s t  
u n e q u a l  v o t in g  s y s te m  a n d  th e  N a tio n a l  P a r ty  v e h e m e n t ly  
o p p o se s  e q u a l v o tin g  v a lu es .

R e c o m m e n d a tio n s  in  th e  S e c o n d  R e p o r t w e re  d iv id e d  in to  
th o se  re c o m m e n d in g  e ith e r  im m e d ia te  a c tio n  o r  re fe re n c e  to  a  
C o m m iss io n  o n  G o v e rn m e n t, an  E le c to ra l a n d  A d m in is tra tiv e  
R e v i e w  C o m m i s s i o n  c o p y .  C o u r t ’s Commission on 
Government B ill 1 9 9 3  o f f e n d s  th e  s p i r i t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  o f  th e  
R e p o rt,  fo r  a p a r t  f ro m  re fe rr in g  fo r  fu r th e r  en q u iry  re c o m m e n ­
d a tio n s  fo r  im m e d ia te  a c tio n , i t  l im its  th e  e n q u iry  to  m a tte rs  
re le v a n t to  th e  p re v e n tio n  o f  c o rru p t, ille g a l o r  im p ro p e r  c o n ­
d u c t  b y  o r  in v o lv in g  p u b lic  o ff ic ia ls . T h is  re s tr ic tio n  c a u se d  
M ic h a e l B a rk e r, a  c o u n se l a s s is tin g  th e  R o y a l C o m m iss io n , to  
a c c u s e  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  l i m i t i n g  th e  C o m m is s io n  o n  
G o v e rn m e n t’s e n q u iry , th e re b y  p re c lu d in g  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  
e le c to ra l re fo rm .16

T h o u g h  th e  R o y a l  C o m m is s io n  re c o m m e n d e d  le g is la tio n  
fo r  a d m in is tra tiv e  la w  re fo rm s , th e  C o a litio n  h a s  n o t  c o m m it­
te d  i ts e lf  to  th e m , d e s p ite  c o n s ta n t  c a lls  fo r  g re a te r  a c c o u n t­
a b ility  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  In s te a d , a f te r  n u m e ro u s  e n q u irie s , th e  
is su e  o f  a n  A d m in is tra tiv e  A p p e a ls  T rib u n a l h a s  b e e n  re fe rre d  
to  th e  C o m m is s io n  o n  G o v e r n m e n t ,  f u r th e r  d e la y in g  a n y  
re fo rm s .

C o u r t  h a s  a lso  re je c te d  th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n  fo r  a n  IC A C  
ty p e  b o d y  a n d  o p te d  to  e x te n d  th e  p o w e rs  o f  th e  O f f ic ia l  
C o rru p tio n  C o m m iss io n , b a s ic a lly  a  p o s t  b o x  fo r  a lle g a tio n s  
o f  co rru p tio n .

Privacy
T h e  C o a litio n  h a s  n o t  m a d e  a n y  c o m m itm e n t to  p riv acy . B u t 
fo rm e r L ib e ra l M L A  B ill H a s s e l l’s  Data Protection Bill 1989  
w a s  th e  f i r s t  a t te m p t  to  le g is la te  f o r  p r iv a c y  p r o te c t io n  in  
W e ste rn  A u s tra lia  a n d , a s  S ta te  P re s id e n t o f  th e  L ib e ra l P arty , 
h e  is  a c tiv e ly  in v o lv e d  in  th e  C o a litio n  G o v e rn m e n t. A lso , th e  
N a tio n a l P a r ty ’s  1989  e le c tio n  p o lic y  s u p p o rte d  e x te n s iv e  p r i ­
v a c y  p ro te c tio n  a c ro s s  th e  p r iv a te  a n d  p u b lic  sec to r.

T h e  Freedom o f Information Act 1 9 9 2 , w h ic h  is  n o t  y e t  
o p e ra tio n a l a llo w s  a n  in d iv id u a l to  a m e n d  th e ir  o w n  re c o rd , 
b u t  IC A C ’s  Report On Unauthorised Release o f Government 
Information in d ic a te s  th a t  g r e a te r  p r o te c t io n  o f  p r iv a c y  is  
n ee d e d . T h e  L a w  R e fo rm  C o m m iss io n  h as  a  s ta n d in g  re fe r ­
e n c e  o n  p r iv a c y : c u r re n tly  sp e c if ic  is su e s  l ik e  th e  Report on 
Confidentiality o f Medical Records a r e  in v es tig a ted . TTie g e n ­
e ra l  re fe re n c e  c o u ld  b e  re v iv e d , a s  c o u ld  th e  w o rk  d o n e  o n  
L a b o r ’s  p ro m is e s  o f  p r iv a c y  g u id e lin e s  a n d  le g is la tio n , b o th  
o n ly  fo r  th e  p u b lic  sec to r.

Freedom of Information
L a b o r ’s  Fol Act is  s e t  to  b e c o m e  o p e ra tio n a l o n  1 S e p te m b e r
1 993 . I t  is  a rg u a b ly  th e  s tro n g e s t in  A u s tra lia  a n d  u n iq u e  in

th a t i t  p ro v id e s  fo r  to ta l re tro sp ec tiv ity . H o w e v e r, i ts  in tro d u c ­
tio n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  w ith o u t c o n tro v e rsy : th e  p o s itio n  o f  in fo rm a ­
t io n  c o m m is s io n e r  w a s  f i l le d  b y  a  p o l ic e  s u p e r in te n d e n t  -  
B ro n w y n  K e ig h le y -G e ra rd y  -  a f te r  th e  C o a litio n  re a d v e r tise d  
(sh e  fa ile d  in  h e r  f ir s t  a p p lic a tio n ). T h e re  is  co n c e rn  b e c a u se , 
a p a r t  fro m  th e  P o lic e  D e p a r tm e n t  a n d  C o r re c t iv e  S e rv ic e s  
b e in g  th e  m o s t v o c ife ro u s  o p p o n e n ts  o f  th e  le g is la tio n , it  is  
e x p e c te d  th a t m a n y  o f  th e  m o s t se n s it iv e  re q u e s ts  w ill co n c e rn  
th o se  a reas .

Workers’ Compensation
K ie ra th ’s a n n o u n c e m e n t to  a lte r , d ra m a tic a lly  a n d  re tro sp e c ­
tiv e ly , c o m m o n  law  r ig h ts  f o r  w o rk  in ju r ie s , r e s u lte d  in  th e  
L a w  S o c ie ty  d e m a n d in g  h is  re s ig n a tio n .17

A n g e r  h a s  c e n tr e d  o n  th e  re tro s p e c t iv e  d is e n ti t le m e n t o f  
w o rk e rs  to  c o m m o n  law  c la im s , a n d  th e  l ik e lih o o d  th a t w o rk ­
ers  w ill b e  w o rse  o ff. O f  c o u rse , law y e rs  h a v e  a  v e s te d  in te re s t 
in  th e  s ta tu s  q u o  a n d  K ie ra th  h as  c le v e r ly  u se d  ‘g reed y , d o u b le  
d ip p in g ,  e n t r e p r e n e u r ia l ’ la w y e r s  a s  th e  s c a p e g o a t ,  w h i ls t  
a l l e g in g  t h a t  w o r k e r s  a n d  e m p lo y e r s  w i l l  b e  b e t t e r  o f f .  
H o w e v e r, a  m a jo r e f fe c t o f  th e  c h a n g e s , co n f irm e d  b y  th e  tim ­
in g  o f  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o n  3 0  J u n e ,  i t  to  m a k e  th e  S ta te  
G o v e rn m e n t In su ra n c e  O ff ic e  m o re  sa lea b le .

K ie ra th  s a y s  th e  n e w  le g is la t io n  w il l  p ro v id e  fo r  a  n o n -  
a d v e rsa ria l d isp u te  re so lu tio n  sy s te m  fo r  w o rk e rs ’ c o m p e n sa ­
tion . L a w y e rs  w ill b e  e x c lu d e d  fro m  th e  sy s tem  a n d  e n tit le ­
m en ts  w ill b e  d e te rm in e d  b y  a  p a n e l o f  d o c to rs .

A lte rn a tiv e s  m ay  h a v e  b ee n  a  r ig id  s c a le  o f  fe e s  fo r  law y e rs  
a c tin g  in  b o th  w o rk e rs  c o m p e n sa tio n  a n d  c o m m o n  law  m a t­
te rs , o f f s e t t in g  o f  le g a l fe e s  a g a in s t  d a m a g e s  o n ly  b y  c o u r t  
o rd e r, m a n d a to ry  d isp u te  re so lu tio n , a n d  p o s s ib le  c ro ss -v e s t­
in g  o f  ju risd ic tio n .

T h o u g h  K ie ra th  h a s  n o w  in d ic a te d  th a t  h e  w ill  l is te n  to  
la w y e rs ,  h is  p u b l ic  p r o n o u n c e m e n ts  d e m o n s t r a te  in t r a n s i ­
g en c e .

Industrial Relations
K ie ra th  is  a ls o  th e  M in is te r  s e e k in g  to  c h a n g e  th e  fa c e  o f  
in d u s tr ia l re la tio n s  in  W este rn  A u s tra lia . H is  p o lic ie s  a n d  le g ­
is la tio n  a re  c u rre n tly  re c e iv in g  n a tio n a l m e d ia  a tten tio n .

Motor Vehicle Accident Claims
D a m a g e s  fo r  p a in  a n d  s u ffe r in g  a r is in g  fro m  m o to r  v e h ic le  
ac c id e n ts  w ill b e  sev e re ly  lim ite d  b y  a  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  th re sh o ld  a n d  
a  $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  c a p  o n  c la im s  a r is in g  fro m  a c c id e n ts  o c c u rr in g  
fro m  1 Ju ly  1993. F u rth e r  a w ard s  u p  to  $ 5 5 ,0 0 0  w ill b e  sca le d  
d o w n . N o ticea b ly , re tro sp e c tiv ity  h a s  n o t b e e n  a p p lie d  to  d is ­
e n ti t le  p e o p le  b u t  i t  is  a n o th e r  e x a m p le  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t 
h a v in g  to  i n t r o d u c e  r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  e n a c t  
c h a n g e s  a n n o u n c e d  b y  p re ss  re le a se  o n  2 9  J u n e  1993 .

T h e  ch a n g e s  sp a rk e d  sp e c u la tio n  th e y  w e re  a im e d  a t  m a k ­
in g  th ird  p a r ty  m o to r  v e h ic le  in su ra n c e  m o re  a ttra c tiv e  th e reb y  
in c re a s in g  th e  se llin g  p r ic e  o f  th e  S ta te  G o v e rn m e n t In su ra n ce  
O ffice .

Equal opportunity
T h e  G o v e rn m e n t’s  c o m m itm e n t to  e m p lo y m e n t e q u a lity  to o k  
a  tu m b le  w h e n  E d u c a tio n  M in is te r  N o rm a n  M o o re  q u e rie d  th e  
E q u a l  O p p o r t u n i t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ’s  r o l e  r e g a r d i n g  th e  
M in is try  o f  E d u c a tio n . M o o re  said :
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I would not be happy to have the Education Ministry jumping to the 
tune o f the Equal Opportunity Commissioner in respect o f its employ­
ment practices . . .  The Commissioner has a fairly privileged position. 
She is also part o f  the Tribunal -  it is a funny arrangement we will be 
looking at in Government.18

T h o u g h  E d w a rd e s  sa y s  sh e  h a s  n o  in ten tio n  o f  a b o lish in g  
th e  ju r is d ic t io n , sh e  in te n d s  to  re v ie w  it.

Law Reform Commission
D e sp ite  th e  d e m ise  o f  th e  V ic to ria n  L a w  R e fo rm  C o m m iss io n , 
E d w a r d e s  h a s  p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  W e s te r n  A u s t r a l i a ’s 
C o m m iss io n  w ill  g e t  m o re  w o rk  b y  re v ie w in g  a n d  s im p lify in g  
m a jo r  le g is la tio n . H o w e v e r, s ix  m o n th s  o n , th e  C o m m iss io n  is 
s till  a w a itin g  its  f irs t b rie f .

Conclusion
L ik e  a n y  n e w  G o v e rn m e n t -  p a r tic u la r ly  o n e  c o m in g  o u t  o f  a  
1 0 -y ear w ild e rn e s s  -  th e  C o a litio n  b e g a n  w ith  a  b a g  o f  p ro m is ­
e s . I t  in itia lly  e m b ra c e d  m a n y  o f  L a b o r ’s  p ro g ra m s .

I t  to o k  s ix  m o n th s , b u t  C o a litio n  a c tio n s  p e rh a p s  in d ic a te  
fu tu re  d ire c tio n s : d im in ish in g  th e  p o w e r  o f  W e ste rn  A u s tra lia ’s 
in d e p e n d e n t e n v iro n m e n ta l w a tc h d o g , d e la y in g  e n a c tm e n t o f  
th e  Fol Act, c r it ic is in g  th e  c o m m o n  law  m a k in g  p o w e rs  o f  th e  
H ig h  C o u r t  a n d  re fu s in g  to  a c c e p t  th e  Mabo d e c is io n , re tro ­
s p e c t iv e ly  le g is la t in g  to  e r o d e  w o r k e r s ’ r ig h ts  a n d  c h a n g e  
fu tu re  th ird  p a r ty  e n title m e n ts , o v e rr id in g  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  o f  
th e  R o y a l  C o m m is s io n  in to  W e s te rn  A u s tr a l ia  G o v e rn m e n t  
B u s in e s s  D e a lin g s , re ta in in g  s ilk , a n d  ta k in g  a  c ra sh  th ro u g h  
a p p ro a c h  to  c re a tio n  o f  th e  M in is try  o f  Ju s tic e .

Mabo c le a r ly  d e m o n s tra te d  th e  p o w e rfu l in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  
P r e m ie r  o f  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  o ld  g u a r d  h e a d e d  b y  f o r m e r  
M in is te r  a n d  p a r l ia m e n ta r y  le a d e r ,  a n d  n o w  L ib e r a l  P a r ty  
P re s id e n t, B ill  H a sse ll.

T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  p o s itiv e s : m o v e s  to w a rd  im p ro v in g  a c c e ss  
to  ju s t ic e ,  c u ttin g  le g a l c o s ts  a n d  p ro m o tin g  a  g re a te r  u n d e r­
s ta n d in g  o f  law . E d w a rd e s  h a s  a d o p te d , so  fa r, th e  d iv e rs io n a ry  
a p p ro a c h  fo r  ju v e n ile  o ffe n d e rs  a n d  p ro g ra m s  a im e d  a t  re d u c ­
in g  th e  ra te  o f  im p riso n m e n t.

B u t i t  is  1 9 9 3 , n o t  1 9 7 4 . N in e te e n  y e a rs  o n , e v e ry th in g ’s 
c h a n g e d  y e t  e v e ry th in g ’s th e  s a m e  in  th e  W ild f lo w e r  S ta te . 
C o u r t  is  o n  th e  ra d io , th e re  is  n o  c o n s e n s u s , n o  c o n su lta tio n  
a n d  p e o p le  a re  m a rc h in g  (Mabo m a rc h  o n  13 A u g u s t 1993  a n d  
w o rk e rs ’ c o m p e n s a tio n  m a rc h  o n  19 A u g u s t  1 9 93). I t  lo o k s  
a n d  fe e ls  l ik e  deja vu. P e rh a p s  i t  is.
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Law students help school students
The Schools Legal Education Group (SLEG) was formed by law 
students at the University o f NSW  in 1979, with the primary goal 
o f educating school students in the locality o f the university about 
som e o f  their basic legal rights. SLEG continues today as an 
important part o f both the Law School and high school students* 
broader legal education. SLEG provides a valuable community 
service and increases young peoples’ awareness o f  their rights.

The topics taught by SLEG volunteer law students are all rele­
vant to young people who are about to leave school. The topics 
co v ered  in c lu d e  C rim e, F am ily  L aw , C red it and D ebt, 
Employment, and Discrimination. Equally, if  not more important­
ly, SLEG aims to inform students o f agencies that can assist them 
should they have legal problems. Rather than lecturing to students, 
small group discussions are preferred. This facilitates participation 
and allows students the opportunity ask questions and to learn in 
an informal atmosphere. Students have always been receptive and 
enthusiastic when SLEG has visited their school and school teach­
ers have found the classes beneficial. Additionally, SLEG partici­
pants are able to put their knowledge to good use by teaching oth­
ers about the law.

T he largest and m ost co m p reh en s iv e  p ro ject SLEG  
Coordinators have embarked on, a legal handbook, has recently 
been published. Jane Cook and Lester Fernandez, SLEG Co-ordi­
nators and co-authors o f The Law and You: A Young Persons’ 
Guide, have been writing and producing the book for the last eight 
months. Jane and Lester, fourth and fifth year law students at the 
University o f NSW, believe the handbook will be a beneficial ref­
erence for Sydney school students when confronted with a legal 
problem. The book is in a ‘user friendly’ format and encompasses 
the broad areas o f law most likely to benefit high school leavers. 
The chapters cover access to the legal system, crime, and family 
and children’s rights, consumer law, debt, jobs and training, and 
discrimination. While the handbook is by no means a definitive 
statement o f legal principles or legal rights, the emphasis is on 
agencies and contact points available to assist students if  they 
encounter legal problems. The handbook also includes a glossary 
and resources list, where books are listed which may be useful for 
a more detailed coverage of certain areas o f law.

The handbook has been produced with assistance from the 
Dean o f the Faculty of Law, Professor Michael Chesterman, who 
made funds available for the project. The project has been sup­
ported by school teachers, academics in the Law Faculty and com­
munity legal centre solicitors.

We are confident that this project will be beneficial to a wide 
range o f individuals and groups. The Schools Legal Education 
Group will be happy to speak to anyone interested in our activities 
and the book. We are contactable through the Law Faculty at the 
University of NSW, PO Box 1, Kensington, NSW, 2033.
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