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AmtIrIJI.TI3RAL AND VETERINARY CHEMICALSAMENDMENT BILL 1992

OUTLINE

The Bill provides changeswhich allow the introduction of the Agricultural and
VeterinaryChemicals(Administration)Bill 1992. The AdministrationBill is designed
to replace the existing Australian Agricultural and VeterinaryChemicals Council
(Council) with the National RegistrationAuthority for Agricultural and Veterinary
Chemicals(NRA). Oneof the functionsof Councilwill beamendedto widenits scope 4
and two additional functionsgiven to the NRA as agreedby the StatesandNorthern
Tern tory.

FINANCIAL IMPACF STATEMENT

It will not haveany significant impact on Governmentexpenditureas provisionwas
madein the Budgetfor the establishmentof a nationalregistrationauthority together
with a complianceprogram.

The Bill repealsprovisions relating to the Australian Agricultural and Veterinary
ChemicalsCouncil while the accompanyingBill establishesthe National Registration
Authorityfor AgriculturalandVeterinaryChemicals.

I

I



3

AGRICULTURAL AND VETERINARY CHEMICALS AMENDMENTBILL 1992

NOTES ONCLAUSES

Clause1 - Shorttitle etc.

1. The short title of the Bill will be the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals
AmendmentAct1992.

2. Subclause(2) providesfor the term ‘Principal Act’ to referto the Agricultural
and VeterinaryChemicalsAct 2988.

Clause2 - Commencement

3. TheproposedAct will commenceon thedaythat theAgriculturaland Veterinary
Chemicals(Administration)Act 1992receivestheRoyalAssent.

Clause3 - Interpretation

4. This clausedefinesanumberof terms,or amendsexistingdefinitionsof terms
for thepurposesof the proposedAct.

Clause4-Heading

5. This clausereplacesthe existingheadingof the Principal Act which applies to
the Australian Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Council (the Council) arid
substitutesoneapplyingto theNRA.

PARTII- FUNCTIONSOFNRA

ClauseS - Establishment

6. Thisclauserepealssection8 of thePrincipalAct thusabolishingtheCouncil.

Clause6 - Functions

7. Thisclausetransfersthe functionsof the Council to the NRA, amendsoneof
the existing functionsto widen the scopeof advice it can provide and includes two

P additionalfunctionsrelating to uniform nationalproceduresfor control of use(within
the area of responsibility of State and Territory agricultural departments)and a
nationalcomplianceprogram,asagreedto by StateandTerritory Ministers.

Clause7 - Powers

8. Thepowersof the Councilare repealed.
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ClauseS - Ministermay five directions

9. The powerof the Ministerto give directions to the Council is repealedas the
Council is to be abolished.

Clause9 - Disclosureof confidentialcommercialinformation

10. Thisclausere-definesthepeopletowhomthe provisionsapply.

Clause10- RenealofPart IV 4
11. ThisclauserepealsPartIV of the PrincipalAct which refersto themembership,
meetingsandstaffof theCouncil.

Clause11 - Delegation

12. This clauserepealssection44 of the PrincipalAct coveringthe powersof the
Councilto delegateits powersandfunctions.

Clause12 - ExemDtionfrom suit

13. The provisionsof this clausehavebeenslightly amendedand now apply to the
formerCounciland theNRA.

Clause13 - Annual reports

14. Thesesubclausesamendthe Principal Act by changingprovisions regarding
Annual Reports and substitutethe requirementthat reports be submittedunder
subsection63H(l) of theAuditAct 1901.

Clause14 - Otheramendments

15. This clauseamendsthe Principal Act inways set out in a scheduleattachedto
the Bill. Specificallyit involvesthesubstitutionof the “NRA” for the“Council.

ClauseIS - Transitionalandsavinfprovisions

16. Subclause(1) provides continuity by deemingthat any decision, action or
documentissuedby the Councilis consideredto havebeenmadeby the NRA

17. Subclause(2) providesthatany application,information or samplessuppliedto
the Councilaredeemedto havebeenmadeto the NBA.

18. Subclause(3) imposesarequirementthat despitethe amendmentsof this Bill,
viz, the replacementof theCouncil by the NRA, the Council still continuesto exist for
the purposeof providing annualreportsfor thatperiodup till its replacementby the
NRA
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19. Subclause(4) provides for considerationof the period for reporting in
paragraph3(a)(ii) to beconsideredtobe ayear,shouldit notbeso.
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