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AGRIC!ILTIJRAL AND VETERINARY

CI-WM1CAI-~(ADMINISTRATION) BILL 1992 4

S)flLINE

The purposeof this Bill is to establishthe NationalRegistrationAuthority for
AgriculturalandVeterinaryChemicals.

In July 1991, the Commonwealth,StateandTerritory Governmentsannounced
the establishmentof a National Registration Schemefor agricultural and
veterinarychemicals.In June1992,theCommonwealthGovernmentannounced
it would establisha statutoryauthority to undertakeits responsibilitiesfor the
registrationof agriculturalandveterinarychemicalproducts.

This Bill will give effect to the Commonwealth’sdecisionsby establishingthe
National RegistrationAuthority for Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals.
Initially, it will takeoverthe powersand functionsof the AustralianAgricultural
andVeterinaryChemicalsCouncil until the new nationalregistrationlegislation
isconsideredin the AutumnSittings in 1993.

As a statutory authority, the National RegistrationAuthority will havemore
flexibility, greater independenceand responsivenessthan is possible for a
Departmentof State.

The legislationprovidesfor the Authority to haveeight part-timeDirectorswho
areappointedby the Minister. Provisionhasbeenmadefor the appointmentby
the Boardof aChief ExecutiveOfficer and for the acquisitionby theAuthority
of otherstaffand for theengagingof consultants.

The relationshipbetweenthe Authority and the Minister will be at a strategic
level: the Minister’s approval is requiredfor the Authority’s corporateand
annualoperationalplans.

Throughits annualreport,which will be tabledin Parliamentandits corporate
and annual operational plans, accountability to Parliament, the chemical
industry,otherstakeholdersand thewidercommunitywill beensured.

flNANCIAL IMPAC1’ STATEMENT

As the 1992-93Budgetprovidedfor theestablishmentof astatutoryauthorityto
undertakethe Commonwealth’sresponsibilitiesfor registrationof agricultural
and veterinarychemicalsand for the funding of a complianceprogramto be
undertakenby the Statesand NorthernTerritory, this Bill will not haveany
significanteffecton Governmentexpenditure.
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NOTESON CLAJJSES

PART1- PRELIMINARY

Clause 1- Short title

1. Provides for the Bill to be cited as the Agricultural and Veterinary
Chemicals(Administration)Act 1992.

Clause 2 - Commencement

2. This clauseprovidesfor the Act to commenceon the earlierof either a
datetobefixed by Proclamation,or six monthsafterRoyalAssent.

3. TheBill’s entry intoforce on Proclamationis to provideflexibility for the
passageof the Bill andfor thoseproceduresnecessaryfor the establishmentof
the NationalRegistrationAuthority for Agricultural and VeterinaryChemicals
(NRA), such as the selectionof the Board, to be conducted in an orderly
manner.

Clause3-Object

4. This clause defines the object of the Agricultural and Veterinary
Chemicals (Administration) Bill 1992 as being to establish a National
RegistrationAuthority to administer the provisions of the Agricultural and
VeterinaryChemicals Act 1988.

Clause 4 - Interpretation

5. Thisclausedefinescertaintermsusedin subsequentclausesof the Bill.

Clause5 - Extensionto extenuilTerritnrie~

6. This clauseextendsthe provisions of the Bill to the same external
Territoriesto whichAgriculturalandVeterinaryChemicalsAct1988applies.

PART 2- ESTABLISHMENT.FIJNCFIONSAND POWERSOFNRA

Clause6 - Establishment

7. This clause establishes the National Registration Authority for
AgriculturaiandVeterinaryChemicals.
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Clause7 Functions and powers

8. Thisclausegenerallydefinesthefunctionsandpowersof theNRA.

9. Some functions of the NRA are specifically mentionedin the clause,
while otherfunctions in relationto the clearanceof agriculturalandveterinary
chemicalsare conferredon theNRA by theAgricultural and VeterinaryChemicals
Act 1988which is proposedfor amendment.

Clause8 - Consultation

10. Thisclauseprovidesfor theNRA to consultwidely in the performanceof
its functions. Consultation may include the chemical industry, scientific
community, consumer and environmental organisations together with
Governmentorganisations. The NRA may pay expensesassociatedwith the
consultations.

flinise 9 - Agreementsandarran#euients

11. This clauseprovides for the Minister to enterinto agreementsand
arrangementswith aMinisterof a Statefor theperformanceof certainfunctions
or the exerciseof certainpowersby theNRA asanagentof the State.

-Clause1~- Minicter may give directionsin exceptionalcircumstances

12. Subclause(1) empowersthe Ministerto give directionsto the NRA on its
functions and exerciseof powersand requiresthe NRA to comply with these
directions.

13. Subclause(2) statesthat the Minister must not give such a direction
unless the direction is necessary to avoid conflict between the NRA’s
performanceof its powersandfunctionsandmajor Governmentpolicy. Before
issuinga directionunderthis clause,theMinister is requiredto give prior notice
to the NRA andto give the Chairpersonof the NRA an opportunityto discuss
thedirectionwith theMinister.

14. Undersubclause(3) the Minister is requiredto publisha notice in the
Gazette,giving detailsof the directionto the NRA andto table that notice in
bothHousesof Parliamentwithin 15 sitting daysafter itspublication.

15. Subclause(4) statesthat the Minister may determinenot to publish
details of a direction made under this clause if such action is considered
prejudicialto thenationalinterestof Australia
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Clause11 - Delegation by NRA

16. This clauseempowers the NRA to delegateany of its powers and
functionsto office holders,committeesestablishedunderclause28, anemployee
of the NRAor a personengagedby the NRA undercontract,for the efficient
and effective operation of the NRA. In exercising delegatedpowers, the
delegateis subjecttothedirectionsof theNRA.

PART3- CONSTITUTIONAND MEETINGS OF NRA

Clause12 - NRA is bodycorporateetc.

17. Subclause(1) provides for the NRA to be a body corporate with
perpetualsuccession,to haveacommonsealandsueor be suedin its corporate
name.

18. Subclause(2) relatesto the custodyanduseof the NRA’s commonseal.

19. Subclause(3) requiresjudicial notice to be takenof the common sealof
the NRA andwhere it appearson a documentit mustbe presumedthat the
documentwasproperlysealed.

Clause13 - Constitutionof NRA
4

20. This clauseprovidesfor the directorshipof the NRA. The NRA is to
consistof 8 persons,namelythe Chairpersonandsevendirectors. Vacancyor
vacanciesin the membershipof NRA does not affect the performanceof its
duties or the exercise of its powers.

Clause 14 - Appointment of directors

21. Subclauses(1) providesfor directorsof the NRA to be appointedby the
Minister. Theexperienceof the directorsis coveredin subclause(2).

22. Subclause (3) validatesthe appointmentof a directordespiteany defect
or irregularity in the appointmentprocess.

Clause15 - DeputyChairperson

23. Subclauses(1) and (2) provide that the Minister, following consultation
with theChairperson,mayappointoneof thedirectorsasDeputyChairpersonof
theNRA.

24. Subclauses(3), (4) and (5) providefor: the appointmentto be terminated
by the Minister at anytime; the DeputyChairpersonceasingto hold office on
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vacatinghis or her position as a director of the NRA; and for the Deputy
Chairpersonto resignthatoffice by writing to theMinister.

25. Subclauses(6) and (7) provide for the Deputy Chairpersonto act as
Chairpersonduring the absenceof the Chairpersonor during avacancyin that
office andendowthe DeputyChairpersonwith all the powers,dutiesandrights
of thatoffice.

26. Subclause (8) validates the actions of a Deputy Chairperson
notwithstandingspecifiedirregularitiesin the appointment.

Clause16 - Actin2 auuointments

27. Subclause(1) providesfor theMinister to appointadirectorto actasthe
DeputyChairperson.

28. Subclause (2) providesfor the acting Deputy Chairpersonto haveall
powers,dutiesandrightsof the DeputyChairperson.

29. Subclause(3) provides for the Minister to appointa personto act as a
director.

30. Subclause(4) provides for theacting director to haveall powers,duties
andrights of thedirector.

31. Subclause(5) provides for the Minister to terminatethe appointmentof

anactingDeputyChairpersonor acting director.

32. Subclauses(6), (7) and (8) provide for: the appointmentof an acting
Deputy Chairperson to cease if the person ceasesto be a director; an acting
DeputyChairpersonor actingdirector resigningtheir appointmentby notifying
the Minister; acting appointmentsare validated notwithstanding specified
irregularitiesin theappointment.

Clanse17- Term ofoffice

33. This clausespecifiesa maximum appointmentperiod of 3 years for
directorsof the NRA butprovidesthatamemberis eligible for re-appointment.

34. This provision has the aims of ensuring strong accountabilityover the
performanceof theNRA andto ensurethat theNRA Boardremainsvital.

Clnucp iS - Directorsholdoffice on apart-timebasis

35. Directorswill bepart-timemembersof the NRA.
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Clause 19 - Remuneration and allowances

36. Subclause(1) providesfor theremunerationof directorsandmembersof
committees to be determinedby the RemunerationTribunal. If no such
determinationis in operation,the directorsand membersare to be paid such
remunerationasis prescribed.

37. Subclause(2) providesfor prescribedallowancesto be paid to directors
andmembers.

38. Subclause(3) statesthatremunerationor allowancesarenotto be paid to
directors or membersof committeeswho are membersof, or candidatesfor
election to, a State Parliamentwhere such paymentswould make that person
ineligible for Parliamentaryservice. Also a directoror memberin the full time
employ of a State, or State authority is not eligible for remunerationor
allowances.However,directorsandmembersareto be reimbursedanyexpenses
incurredin associationwith their participationon theNRA.

39. Subclause (4) provides that this clause has effect subject to the
RemunerationTrthuna!Act1973.

40. Subclause (5) defines“Parliament” for the purposesof this clauseof the
Bill.

Clause 20 - Directorsmay receiveotherbenefits

41. This clauseprovidesfor the Minister to determinesalaryandallowances
for directorsin additionto that providedby the RemunerationTribunal. The
determinationis adisallowableinstrumentfor thepurposesof section46A of the
ActsInterpretationAct 1901. Benefitsprovidedare considerednecessaryby the
Minister to assista director in his or her performance.Benefitsare to be paid
out of themoneyof theNRA.

Clause21- Leaveof absence

42. Subclause (1) makes provision for the Minister to grant the Chairperson
leave of absence andto determine the termsandconditionsof anysuchleave.

43. Subclause (2) allows the Chairperson to grant directors leave of absence
from the NRA.

Clause22 - Resignation

44. Thisclausepermitsa directorto resignby writing to the Minister.
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Clause23- Disclosureof interests

45. Subclauses (1) and (2) require a director to disclose at a meeting of the
NRA, any direct or indirect financialinterestin amatterto be consideredby the
NRA as soonas he or shebecomesaware of a potential conflict of interest. Alt
suchdisclosuresmustappearin theminutesof themeeting.

46. Subclauses(3), (4), and (5) require a director who has a conflict of
interest not to be presentduring the NRA’s considerationof the matter,
includingconsiderationof matterswithout formal meetings.

Clause 24 - Terminationof appointment

47. This clauseallows the Minister to terminatetheappointmentSof aNRA
director for misbehaviour,physical or mental incapacity, or inefficiency or
incompetence. The Minister may also terminatean appointmenton grounds
relatingto bankruptcy,failure to discloseinterestandunapprovedabsencefrom
threeconsecutivemeetings.

C’~u~e75 - Terms and conditionsof appointment not provided for by Act

48. Provides for terms and conditionsnot provided for by the Bill to be
determinedby theMinister.

Clause26 - Meetinusof NRA

49. Subclause(1) empowersthe NRA to determinetimesandplacesfor its
meetings.

50. Subclause(2) empowersthe Chairpersonto convene meetings of the
NRA at any time.

51. Subclause(3) requirestheChairpersonto presideat all meetingswhere
heor sheis present.

52. Subclause(4) providesfor the appointmentof apresidingdirector when
the Chairpersonand the DeputyChairpersonarenotpresent. 4
53. Subclause(5) definesa quorum as at leasttwo-thirds of the numberof
NRA directors. Issues are to be determinedby a majority vote with the
Chairpersonor the presidingdirector having both a deliberateand a casting
vote.

54. Subclause (6) specifies that minutes must be kept of NRAmeetings.
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55. Subclause(7) permitsnon-directorsto attendmeetingsof the NRA in an
advisorycapacity.

56. Subclause(8) permits the NRA to determine the proceduresto be
followedin relationto itsmeetings.

57. Subclauses(9) and (10)allow theNRA whereit so determines,to hold a
meetingby telephone,etc.

Clause27 - Resolutionswithout formal meetings

58. This clauseprovidesfor the NRA to passa resolutionwithout having a
meetingprovidedat least two-thirds of the numberof directorsagreewith the
resolution.

Clause28 - Establishmentof committees

59. This clauseempowersthe NRA to establishcommitteesto assistin the
performanceand exerciseof its functions and powers and to abolish those
committeesas appropriate. The clausealso providesfor the membershipof
committees.

Clause29 - Meetingsof committees

60. Subclause(1) providesfor the NRA to determinethe mannerin which a
committee is to perform its functions and proceduresto be followed at
committeemeetings.

61. Subclauses (2) and (3) require a committee member to disclose financial
interestsin amatterbeing consideredandfor the disclosureto be recordedin
the minutesof the meeting. The membermustnot, unlessthe NRA otherwise
determines,bepresentduring the committee’sdeterminationof the matter.

Clause30 - Arrangementsrelatingto staff etr

62. This clauseprovidesfor the Chairpersonof a committeeto arrangefor
the staff, consultantsand facilities of the NRA to be made available to the
committee.

PART4- CHIEFEXECUTIVE OFFICER

Clause31 - ChiefExecutiveOfficer

63. This clauseestablishesthe position of Chief Executive Officer of the
NRA.
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Clause32 - Duties

64. This clausespecifiesthat the duty of the Chief ExecutiveOfficer is to
managethe NRA in accordancewith thepoliciesanddirectionsof the NRAand
that anythingdoneby theChief ExecutiveOfficer is deemedto havebeendone
by the NRA.

Clause33 - Appointment

65. The Chief ExecutiveOfficer is to be appointedby the NRA. Directors
are ineligiblefor appointmentas ChiefExecutiveOfficer. The appointmentof a
person as Chief Executive Officer is valid despite an irregularity in the
appointmentprocess.

Clause34- Termof appointment

66. This clausespecifiesthat the Chief ExecutiveOfficer holds office for a
periodnotexceedingfive years,but is eligible for re-appointment.

Clause35 - Remuneration and allowances

67. Subclauses(I) and (2) provide for the remunerationof the Chief
Executive Officer to be determinedby the RemunerationTribunal. If a
remunerationhasnot beenso determinedit is to be determinedby the NRA.
Allowancespaid to the Chief ExecutiveOfficer are to be determinedby the
NRA.

68. Subclause(3) providesfor the Minister to approvedeterminationsmade
by theNRA.

69. Subclause (4) provides that this clause has effect subject to the
RemunerationTribunalAct 1973.

Clazice 16 - Chief Executive Officer may receive other benefits

70. Subclauses(1) and(2) provide that the Chief ExecutiveOfficer maybe
providedwith additional remunerationandallowancesas the NRA determines.
The determinationtobeapprovedby the Minister.

71. Subclause(3) lists the benefitsin respectof whicha determinationcanbe
madeby theNRA.

(
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Clause37 - Termsandconditions of appnintmenl

72. Terms andconditionsof office, including remunerationand allowances,
for the Chief ExecutiveOfficer, are to be determined by the NRAandapproved
by theMinister.

Clause 38 - Chief Executive Officer not to engagein other pad employin~nt

73. This clausepreventsthe Chief Executive Officer from engagingin any
paidwork outsidetheNRA unlessthe NRA approvessuchanarrangement.

Clause39 - Leaveof absencefor recrntinn

74. This clauseprovidesfor the Chief ExecutiveOfficer to have recreation
leaveas determinedby the RemunerationTribunal.

Clause40- Leaveof absenceforother purposn

75. The Chairpersonof the NRA may, with the written approvalof the
Minister, grant the Chief Executive Officer leave of absence(other than
recreationleave)ontermsandconditionsdeterminedby theNRA.

Clause41 - Resignation

76. The ChiefExecutiveOfficer mayresignby writing to the Chairpersonof
theNRA.

Clause42 - Disclosureof interests

77. This clauserequiresthe Chief ExecutiveOfficer to discloseall director
indirect financialinterestsin anybusinessor body corporateto the Chairperson
of the NRA.

Clause43 - Actin2 ChiefExecutiveOfficer

78. This clauseprovidesfor the appointmentof an acting Chief Executive
Officer for aperiodnot exceedingtwelve monthsduring a vacancyin thatoffice
or during the absenceof the Chief ExecutiveOfficer. The actionsof an acting
ChiefExecutiveOfficer are validatedby this clausedespitean irregularity in his
or her appointment for certainspecifiedreasons.

Clause44 - Delesation by the ChiefExecutive Officer

79. This clauseprovidesfor theChief ExecutiveOfficer to delegatein writing
hisor herpowersandfunctionsto a personemployedby the NRA.
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PART S - EMPLOYEESAND CONSULTANTS

Clause45 - Employees

80. This clauseallows the NRA to employ staff as considerednecessaryto
performits functions.Staffwill beemployedon suchtermsandconditionsasare
determined by the NRA. No staff member is to be employed on terms and
conditionsmorefavourablethanthoseapplying to the office of Chief Executive
Officer.

fljuise 46 - Staff to bemadeavailableto theNRA

81. This clauseprovidesfor theNRA to beableto obtain theservicesof staff
of CommonwealthdepartmentsandauthoritiesandState/Territorystaff. Staff
to beunderthedirectionof the ChiefExecutiveOfficer.

Clause41 - Consultants

82. This clauseempowersthe NRA to engagesuitablyqualified personsas
consultants and to determineappropriate terms and conditions of such
engagements.

flanse48 - Humanresourcesdevelopmentprogram

83. This clause requires the NRA to develop and implement a human
resourcesdevelopmentprogram, Officers of the NRA exercising powers in
relationto theemploymentof staffmusthaveregardto thatprogram.

flause49 - Merit nrincinleto apply

84. Staffwill be employedon thebasisof merit.

PART 6- CORPORATEAND ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PlANS

Clause50- Develoumentof corporateplan

85. Thisclauserequiresthe NRA to provide theMinister, before I May 1993
and 1 Mayin eachsubsequentcalendaryear,with acorporateplansettingoutits
goals for at least threeyears. The plan must define strategiesdesignedto
achieve the NRA’s goals and indicators developedby the NRA to enable
assessmentof its performance. The plan shouldalso incorporatethe NRA’s
humanresourcesdevelopmentprogram.

I
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Clause51 - Approval ofcorporate plan

86. This clauseallows the Minister to approveor requesta variation to the
NRA’s corporateplan. Revised plans must be resubmittedfor Ministerial
approval. A plantakeseffect at the commencementof the periodto which the
planrelates,or on receiptof Ministerialapproval,whicheveris thelater.

Clause52 - Variation of corporate plan by NRA

87. The NRA cannotmakesubstantialvariationsto its corporateplanwithout
Ministerial approval. Under this clausethe Minister may approve or reject a
proposalfrom the NRA to vary its corporateplan. The NRA canmakeminor
variationswithout Ministerial approvalbut should inform the Minister of any
suchchangesassoonaspracticable.

Clause53 - Variation at requestof Minister

88. This clauseempowersthe Minister to requestavariation to the NRA’s
corporateplan at any time. The Bill stipulateshow such Ministerial requests
shouldbe handledby the NRA.

Clause54 - Dateof effectofvariations

89. Variations to a corporateplan, approvedby the Minister in accordance
with clauses52 and 53 come into force on the day the Minister’s advice is
receivedby the NRA. A minor variationto an approvedplan comesinto force
on the daytheNRA makesthevariation.

Clause55 - Developmentof annual operational plan

90. This clauserequiresthe NRA to prepareannualoperationalplanswhich
specifyhow, in the specific year in question, the NRA intends to achievethe
objectives detailed in the corporate plan and, what initiatives it intends to
introduce to fulfil its obligations under the human resourcedevelopment
program. The plan will also provide performanceindicators to enable the
assessmentof theparticularactionsoutlinedin the annualoperationalplan. The
NRA mustsubmitanannualoperationalplanto the Ministerbefore 1 June1993
andbefore1 Juneineachsubsequentcalendaryear.

Clause56- Approval of annual operational plan

91. ThisclauseempowerstheMinister to approveor requestavariationto an
annual operationalplan. Revisedplans must be resubmittedfor Ministerial
approval. Annual operational plans are to come into force at the
commencementof the period in question, or on receipt of the Minister’s
approval,whicheveristhe later.
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Clause57-Variationof annualoperationalplan

92. Provisionsin clauses52, 53 and54 relating to the variationof corporate
plansalsoapplyto thevariationof annualoperationalplans.

PART7- FINANCE

Clause58 - Appropriationof money

93. This clauseprovides that the NRA be providedwith such money as is
appropriated by Parliament and any amountspaid as feesor by aStateto the
Commonwealthfor the purposeof the NRA.

Clause59 - When oaymentsto bemadeto NRA

94. The Minister for Financemay give directionsconcerningamountsand
time of payment.

Clause60- Moneyof NRA

95. This clauseprovides the money of the NRA which consistsof money
appropriatedby Parliament,paymentsfrom the States,and any other money
(excludingtrustmoney)paid to theNRA.

Clause61 - Estimates

96. Subclauses(1) and (2) provide for the NRA to prepareestimatesin
accordancewith the directions and at such time as the Minister directs.
Estimatesnotto besubmittedlater thanthe timespecifiedby theMinister.

97. Subclauses(3) and(4) provide that moneyof the NRA mustbe spentin
accordancewith theestimates,exceptwith the Minister’s consent.All directions,
consentor approvalin respectof estimatestobein writing.

Clause62 - Expenditure of moneyofthe NRA

98. This clausespecifiesthe circumstancesunderwhich the NRA canexpend
its money.

Clause63- Borrowingof money

99. Thisclauseallows theNRA to borrowmoney,including foreigncurrency.
The NRA is empoweredto borrow up to $500,000andbeyondthat limit any
borrowingsmustbeon suchtermsandconditionsasapprovedby theTreasurer.
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Clause64 - Guaranteeof borrowinas

100. This clauseempowerstheTreasurerto enterinto a contractto guarantee
repayment of borrowings by the NRA. Various provisions that may be
incorporatedinto suchcontractsareincludedin theBill.

Clause65 Borrowing not otherwise permitted

101. The NRA cannotborrowmoneyotherthanasprovidedfor in this Part of
theBill.

£lause66-NRAmaygivesecuritv

102. This clauseempowersthe NRA to give security over all or part of its
assets in meeting its obligations arising from borrowings, including
reimbursementto the Commonwealthfor any paymentsmadepursuantto a
guaranteemadeunderclause64.

Clause67 - Exemption from tax

103. The NRA is not liable to pay any governmenttaxes other than
Commonwealthsalestax,

Clause68 - Annual renort of NRA

104. This clause provides that the NRA’s annual report include certain
provisionsdetailedin theAuditAct1901. It also specifies other provisions which
mustbe reportedin the annualreportincluding an assessmentof operations;
particularsof variation to corporateandannualoperationalplans; significant
purchasesanddisposalsof realproperty; andborrowingsduring theyear.

Clause69 - Trust money

105. Subclause(1) providesthat the NRA may receive trust money for a
purposeconsistentwith its functions. Trust moneysto be held in accounts in
accordancewith certainprovisionsof AuditAct 1907. TheNRA mustactonly in
accordancewith its powersanddutiesas trusteeandonly invest trustmoneyin
anauthorisedandlawful manner.

106. Subclause(2) specifiescertainprovisionsof theAuditAct 1901 whichare
to apply in respectto trustmoney.
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PARTS - MISCELLANEOUS

Clause7O-ActsdonebyNRA

107. Thisclausedeclaresthatcertainpersonscansigncertificatesreceivableas
primafacieevidenceuponmereproduction. Also statesthe meansby whicha
namedpersonis authorisedtosigncertificates.

Clause 71 - Delegationby Minister

108. Subclause (1) provides for the Minister to delegate to a memberof the
Departmentof Primary Industries and Energy the powers conferredon the
Minister underthis Bill, theAg7icuitural and Veterina.’yChemkalsAct 1988 or a
law of a Staterelatingto agriculturalandveterinarychemicals.

109. Subclause(2) provides that the delegateis subject to the Minister’s
direction.

Clause72 - Delegationby Treasarer

110. This clauseprovides that the Treasurermay delegatehis powersunder
this Bill to anofficer in the Departmentof the Treasury.

Clause73 - Regulations

111. This clause empowers the Governor-General to make regulations
prescribingmatters required or permitted by the Act to be prescribedor
necessaryor convenientto be prescribedfor carryingout or giving effect to the
Act.

PART9- TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Clause 74 - Staff

112. ThisclauseprovidesthatstaffemployedunderthePublic ServiceAct 1922
andwho are transferredto the NRA will continueto be engagedon the same
termsandconditionsuntil the NRA determinesotherwise. Unions are to be
fully consultedin respectof the NRA determiningterms and conditions of
employment.

Clause75-Transfersof certain assetsto NRA

113. Subclauses(1) and(2) provide that the Minister or the Commonwealth
may transfer certain assets from the Commonwealth to the NRA.
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114. Subclauses(3) and (4) provide that rights of the Commonwealthin
respectof debt,liability or obligationconcerningan assetare transferredto the
NRA. Also, the NRA is to substitutefor the Commonwealthin respectof
proceedingspendingin acourtconcerninganasset.

Clanse76 - Agreementsetc. - Minister may make arrangements

115. This clause provides for the Minister to declare that a specified
agreementor instrumentsenteredinto by the Commonwealthin respectof
agriculturalandveterinarychemicalshaseffect by substitutingtheNRA for the
Commonwealth.

Clause77- Estimates

116. This clauseprovides for estimatesto be preparedfor the part of a
financialyear remainingupon commencementof the NRA unlessthe Minister
directsotherwise.

Clause 78 - Moneypaid in advance to Commonwealth

117. This clause provides that fees paid to the Commonwealthfor the
evaluationof agriculturalandveterinarychemicalproductsmaybe transferredto
the NRA where the evaluationis performed by the NRA. The Minister to
determineamountpayableto theNRA.

Clauce 79 - Rights in respectof servicesand facilities formerly provided by
Department

iig. This clauseprovidesthat the right of the Commonwealthin respectof
certain servicesand facilities is transferredto the NRA as determinedby the
Minister for Primary Industries and Energy and the Minister for Finance.
Proceedingscommencedin a Courtby the Commonwealthmay be continuedby
theNRA.

Clause80- Delezations

119. This clauseenablesexistingdelegationsfrom the AustralianAgricultural
and Veterinary Chemicals Council to continue enforce until the NRA
determinesotherwiseunderclause11.

Clause81 - Annual recortandfinancialstatements

120. This clauseprovidesfor annualreports and financial statementsto be
preparedfor the part of the financialyear from commencementof the NRA to
30 June.
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