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AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT BILL 1993

OUTLINE

This Bill amendsthe Australian CitizenshipAct 1948 to insert a preamblewhich gives
recognitionto the significanceof Australiancitizenship.

The Bill replacesthe currentoathandaffirmationof allegiancewith a “pledge of
commitmentas a citizen of the Commonwealthof Australia’t which is distinctively
Australianin character. Minor technicalamendmentsare madeto the Act to replace
referencesto theoath or affirmation with referencesto thepledgeof commitment.

FThiANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The implementationof theseamendmentswill cost $230,000in the 1993/94financial year
to implementthe amendmentsand fund an information programto introducethe new
PledgeandPreambleto the Australiancommunity.
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AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT BILL 1993

NOTES ON INDIVIDUAL CLAUSES

ClauseI Short Title

1 This clauseprovidesthat the Act may becited as theAustralian Citizensh4p
AmendmentAct 1993. The clausealsoprovidesthat the term ‘Principal Act’ refersto the
Australian CitizenshipAct 1948.

Clause2 Commencement

2 This clauseprovidesthat the Act will commence60 daysafter theday of Royal
Assent.

Clause3 Insertionof Preamble

3 This clauseinsertsa preambleinto the Principal Act after its long title. The
preamblecontainsa recognitionof thosemattersin considerationof which the Parliament
of AustraliaenactstheAustralian CifizenshtpAct 1948. The preamblestatesthat persons
grantedAustraliancitizenshipenjoy rights and undertaketo acceptobligations.

Clauses4 to 7 Consequentialamendmentsto sections15, 41, 46A and 53
of the Principal Act

4 Theseclausesmakeminor consequentialamendmentsto sections15, 41, 46A and
53 of thePrincipal Act. Referencesto oathsand affirmations, or the taking of anoath of
allegianceor the making of an affirmationof allegiance,are replacedwith referencesto a
pledgeof commitmentor the making of a pledgeof commitment,as appropriate.

5 Provision is madein subclauses6(b) and (d) for evidentiarycertificatesthat may be
issuedto recorddetails of the makingof a pledgeof commitmentin thesamemanneras
currently providedfor oathsarid affirmations.

Clause8 Repealand substitution of Schedule2

6 This clauserepealsSchedule2 which contains the present oath and affirmation of
allegiance. New Schedule2 setsout the wording of the pledge of commitment as a citizen
of the Commonwealth of Australia. The relevanceof Schedule2 to the act of becominga
citizen is found in subparagraph1S(1)(a) of the Principal Act. This provides that aperson
who is not an Australiancitizen by birth, adoptionor descent,becomesan Australian
citizen oncethe personhas beengranteda certificateof citizenshipandhasmadea pledge
in eitherof the form set out in Schedule2.

Clause9 Applicationof Amendments

7 Clause9 providesthat theamendmentsmadeto section 15, 41 and 53 haveno
effect on personswho tookthe oath or madetheaffirmationbeforethe commencementof
theamendments.



Clause10 Transitional - subsection15(3) of the Principal Act

8 This clauserefersto the requirementin subsection15(3) for the spouseof a person
granteda certificateof citizenshipundersubsection13(9) to makea pledgeof commitment
only after that personhasmadesuchapledge. In thosecaseswherethe first persontook
an oath or madean affirmationbeforethecommencementof the amendmentsto section
15, and the spouseseeksto makea pledgeafter that commencement,clause10 hasthe
effect that the first personis not requiredto makea pledgein additionto theoath or
affirmationalreadytakenor made. This is becausesection 15(3) as amendeddoesnot
apply to the first person.
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