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OUTLINE AND PURPOSE

I
This bill will providethat thenationaldayof commemorationto recogniseand
commemoratethecontributionof all thosewho servedAustralia(inicuding
thosewho died)in timeof warand in war-like conflictsis to heknown as
AnzacDay andobservedon 25 April eachyear.

Thepurposeof the bill is to recognise,honourandrememberthecontribution
of all thosewho haveservedAustraliain timeof warand in war-like conflicts
in which Australiahasbeeninvolved.

Thedecisionto introducethis bill flows from concernswithin thecommunity
aboutthe futurerecognitionandobservanceof Anzac Day. Thoseconcerns
werereflectedby theHon ClydeHolding in a motion which wasdebatedin the
Houseof Representativeson 6 June1994. Thatmotion calledon the
Governmentto declareAnzacDay as“Australia’s NationalDay of
Commemoration’.This bill is in responseto thatmotion.

The bill will setaside25 April eachyearas a specialday for Australiansto
contemplateandsalutethespirit of Anzacanddedicatethemselvesto thesame
idealsof service,courage,commitment,enduranceandmateshipwhich
sustainedtheAnzacsandall thosewho servedafterthem.

This bill ensuresthat while 25 April will bethcday of commemoration
specificallyto commemoratethosewho haveservedin warandwar-like
conflicts, thebill will in no waydetractfrom or affectthecelebrationof
AustraliaDayor otherimportanteventsin thecountry’shistory.

Financial Impact

This bill hasno financial impact.
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NOTESONCLAUSES

ClauseI - Shorttitle

Clause1 providesfor theAct to be cited as theAnnieDayAct1994.

Clause2 - Commencement

Clause2 providesfor thecommencementof the Act. The Act will commence
on theday on which it receivestheRoyalAssent.

Clause3 - Observanceof AnzaeDay asthe nationalday of commemoration

Clause4 providesthat thenationalday of commemorationto recogniseand
commemoratethecontributionof all thosewho servedAustralia(including
thosewho died)in timeof warand in wax-like conflicts is to be known as
AnzacDay andobservedon 25 April eachyear.
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