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ABORIGINAL EDUCATION (SUPPLEMENTARY ASSISTANCE)

AMENDMENT BILL 1994

OUTLINE

The purpose ofthis Bill is to amend theAboriginalEducation(SupplementaryAssistance)Act
1989whichenablesgrantsof financial assistanceto be made to the Stateand Territory
governments,non governmentschool systems,Aboriginal and TonesStraitIslandereducation
institutionsand Aboriginal andToriesStraitIslandereducationconsultativebodiesfor the
purposeof advancingtheeducationof Aboriginals.

ThecurrentAct providesfunding for theperiod January1993to 30 June1996. ThisBill
amendsthe funding level for theperiod 1 January1995to 30 June1996andprovidesfor the
appropriationof a specifiedamountfor theperiod I January1996to 30 June1997

A subsequentAmendmentBill will be introducedat a laterdateto providecontinuingbaselevel
fundingfor theyears1996to 1988 inclusive.

PURPOSEOFTUE BILL

ThisBill providesfor an increasein the fundsappropriatedundertheAboriginalEducation
(SupplementaryAssistance)Act 1988 to supporttertiaryeducationofAboriginal andTones
StraitIslanderstudents.Thefundsconcernedare to betransferredfrom theHigher Education
fundingAct 1988.

Thefundsconcernedwill bemadeavailableundertheCommonwealth’sAboriginal Education
StrategicInitiativesProgram.Thisprogramwasintroducedin 1990andunderpinstheNational
Aboriginal and TonesStrait IslanderEducationPolicy (AEP). Fundingfor this programis
presentlyappropriatedon a triennialbasiswith thesecondtrienniumcoveringthe years1993 to
1995.

FINANCiAL IMPACT

ThisBill providesfor theappropriationof $84.131m for the period1 January1995 to 30 June
1996and$256,000for theperiod 1 January1996to 30 June1997. Thesefundinglevelsreflect
an increaseof$212,000for the first periodand $256,000for thesecondperiod. Thebaselevel of
funding for thesecondperiod hasnotyetbeenappropriated.



NOTES ON CLAUSES

ClauseI - Short title etc

Thisclauseprovidesfor theAct to be cited astheAboriginalEducation(Supplementary
Assistance)AmendmentAct 1994.

It alsoprovidesthat theAboriginalEducation(SupplementaryAssistance)Act 1989 is the
‘Principal Act’.

Clause2 - Commencement

Thisclauseprovidesthat theAct shallcomeinto effecton 1 January1995.

Clause3- Appropriationsfor 1 January1993to 30 June1997

Section 1 3B of thePrincipal Act providesfor the appropriationof amountsfrom the Consolidated
RevenueFundfor the purposeof making paymentsundertheAct.

Clause3(a) amendstheamountappropriatedfor theperiodfrom 1 January1995to 30 June1996
by increasingthe amountfrom $83,919,000to $84,131,000.

Clause3(b)addsa newsubsection13B(4)which appropriatesthe amountof $256,000for the
periodfrom 1 January1996to 30 June1997. This figurerepresentsthe amountof fundstobe
transferredfrom theHigherEducationFundingAct to supporttheprovisionoftertiaryeducation
for Aboriginal andTonesStraitIslanderstudentsin remoteareas. A lateramendingBill will be
introducedto increasethis figureto providethecontinuingbaselevel ftmding.
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