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ABORTION FUNDING ABOLiTION BILL 1992

OUTLINE 4

This Bill proposesto removethe currententitlementto paymentof a
medicarebenefit under the Health insuranceAct 1973 in respectof
certain medical services which result in an abortion. The Bill
recognises,however, two caseswhere the entitlementto medicare
benefit should be preserved. The first caseis where the procedure
resultingin the abortionhasbeencarriedout to avertthedeathof the
pregnant personconcerned,while the second case is where the
procedureresultingin theabortionhasbeencarriedout for a different
purposeentirelyandthe medicalpractitionerdoesnot know,andhas
no reasonableexpectation,that an abortionwould occur.
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NOTESON CLAUSES

ShortTitle

Clause1 Subclause(1) providesfor the Act to be cited as the
AbortionFundingAbolitionAct 1992

Subclause(2) identifies the Health insuranceAct 1973
as the PrincipalAct.

Commencement

Clause2 ProvidesthattheAct is to commence6 monthsafterthe
thy onwhich it receivestheRoyalAssent.

• This will enable any necessaiyadministrative
arrangementsto be put in placeby the Health
Insurance Commission before the legislation
takeseffect

Insertionof newsection19C

Clause3 Subclause(1) insertsa newsection19Cin thePrincipal
Act.

• The new sectionprovidesthat medicarebenefit
is not payablein respectof anymedicalservice
to which item 274, 275 or 6469 of the Tableof
medicalservicesrelatesUNLESStheclaim for a
medicarebenefit is accompaniedby a certificate
signedby the medicalpractitionerconcerned,in
the form setout in Schedule1AA.

Subclause(2) provides that the denial of medicare
benefitsin the circumstancesoutlined in new section
19Cwill apply only in respectof abortionprocedures
performedafterthecommencementof thenewsection,
thatis to say,morethan6 monthsafterthedaytheBill
receivesthe RoyalAssent.



New ScheduleMA

Clause4 Insertsa new ScheduleIAA in thePrincipal Act after
Schedule1.

• The new Schedulesets out the matters to be
coveredby a medicalpractitioner%certificateof
the kind referred to in new section 19C. In
essence, the practitioner must certify that
procedureswhich resultedin the abortionwere
undertakeneither becausea failure to do so
would have causedthe death of the pregnant
person or becausethose procedures were
undertakenfor anotherreasonentirely, without
knowledge,or reasonableexpectation,that an
abortionwould occur.

• The Bill does not provide a penalty for false
certificationsincesection128A of the Principal
Act alreadycoversthecase.
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