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A USTRALIANMEA TAND LIVE-STOCK (QUOTAS)AMENDMENT BILL 199~

OUTLINE

ThisBill amendstheAustralianMeatandLive-stock(Quotas)Act 1990 in orderto
ensurethat theMeatIndustry Councilhasafull rangeof optionsthat it canconsider
whendevelopingthepolicy frameworkforquotaadministration. It doesthisby
extendingtheAustralianMeatandLive-stockCorporation’spowersto implementa
quotaschemetothosemarketsthat imposequotatariffs on importsof Australianmeat
andlive-stock. AMLC may, at present,imposea quotasystemfor thosemarkets
wherequotasareimposedon the importof Australianmeatand live-stock. In line
with industry’s enhanceddecision-makingrole and themoveto deregulation,it is
intendedthat theMeatIndustry Councilwill beableto contractoutquota
administrationfrom AMLC undertheMeatandLive-stockIndustryAct1995 andthis
Bill.

2. This Bill also providesthat theAustralianMeatandLive-stockCorporationmay
allocateentitlementto quotaamongstlicencedexportersby auction,saleby tender,
privatesaleorby allocationfreeofcharge. Thiswill allow industry,via the
Corporation,to recouppartofthe pricepremiumthat can,at times,resultwhenimport
restrictionsareinvokedby importingcountries.

3. ThisBill formspartof a legislativepackagewhich is to establishindustry
arrangementsintendedto give the industryagreaterrole andresponsibilityindeciding
its own affairsandmoveit to alessregulatedenvironment. Eventuallythe three
statutoryindustryauthoritiescoveredby the legislationwill revertto a non-statutory
status,buthavingprovidedaframeworkwithin which the industrycaneffectively
operateoverthe longerterm. It will alsoenableindustryto identify its problemsand
devisecommercialresponsesto them,while ensuringan industry-widecommitment
to, andconsensusin, this process.Thelegislativepackageis to commenceon
1 July 1995 andto sunseton 30 June1998.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

4. TheAustraliartMeatandLive-stockCorporationis fundedthroughstatutoryindustry
leviesandcharges.Any moneysraisedby theCorporationfrom thesaleof quota
entitlementmaybeusedby the Corporationonly inways specifiedby the Meat
IndustryCouncil. Consequentlytherewill be no neteffectto Commonwealthrevenue
in the implementationof this legislation.
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NOTES ON CLAUSES

Clause 1 - ShortTitle

5. Providesfor theAct to be calledtheAustralianMeatandLive-stock(Quotas)
AmendmentAct 1995anddeflnesthe “Principal Act” astheAustralianMeatand
Live-stock(Quotas)Act1990.

Clause2 Commencement

6. Providesfor theAct to commenceon 1 July 1995.

Clause3 Amendments

7. Providesfor theAustralianMeatandLive-stock(Quotas)Act1990 to beamendedby
theSchedule

SCHEDULE - AMENDMENTS OF THE PRINCIPAL ACT

Australian MeatandLive-stock(Quotas)Act1990

Items 1, 2 and3: Section3 - Definitions

8. Adds “restriction” whichrefersto aneconomicdisincentive.Thedefinition “class”
hasits meaningextendedto include aperiodof time for export,anda waya restriction
is applied,in thecontextof meatandlive-stock. By including theseaspectsin the
definition it extendstheAct to covertariff quotason meatand live-stock,

Item 4: Section4 - Objectof thisAct

9. Deletesdefinition “Corporation”, insertingin its placea morespecificdefinition
“Australian Meat and Live-stock Corporation” for clarity.

Item 5: Section5 - Limitationsonexports

10. Deletesdefinition “Corporation”, insertingin its placea morespecificdefinition
“Australian Meat and Live-stock Corporation” for clarity.

Items6 and7: Section6 - Ouotas

11. Deletesdefinition “Corporation”, insertingin its placea morespecificdefinition
“Australian Meat and Live-stock Corporation” for clarity.

12. Thisprovisionis alsoamendedto providethat notjust sheepandlamb quotabutall
quotamaybeallocatedby auction,saleby tenderor privatesaleaswell as freeof
charge.
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Item 8: Section6A - AMLC to comply with policy developedby Meat Industry C’~iun~i1

13. This sectionobligesAMLC to performits functionsand exerciseits powersunderthis

Act in compliancewith thebroadpoliciesformulatedby the MeatindustryCouncil.

Item 9: Section7 - Corporationnotobliged tograntqunt~i

14. Thisamendmentchangesto headingof the sectionfrom “Corporationnotobligedto
grantquota”to “Australian MeatandLive-stockCorporationnotobligedto grantmeat
or live-stockquota”.

15. This amendmentalsodeletes“Corporation” throughoutthis sectionandreplaceswith
themorespecific “AustralianMeatandLive-stockCorporation”for clarity.

Item 10: Section8 - Act to haveeffectsubjectto SubdivisionC of Division 2 ofthe kfeat
andLive-stockIndustryAct1995

16. This amendmentprovidesthat this Act haseffectsubjectto SubdivisionC of Division
2 of theMeatandLive-stockIndustryAct1995.

Item 11: Section8A - Delegation

17. This sectionenablesAMLC to delegateall or anyof its powersto anAMLC member.

Item 12: Section9 - Cessationof operationof Act

18. Thisamendmentprovidesfora sunsetdatethat concideswith the onewhich appliesto
theMeatandLive-stockIndustryAct1995.

Item 13: Saving

19. Thisprovidesfor thecontinuationof quotasin forceon commencementof this Act.


