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BUFFALO EXPORT CHARGE BILL 1997

GENERALOUTLINE I
Thepurposeof this Bifi is to providefor the continuedimpositionof a
chargeon theexportof live buffaloes. TheBill will replaceprovisions
for theimpositionof the chargecontainedin the Live-stockExport
ChargeAct 1977,andwifi not imposeanynewor additionalchargeon
theexportof buffalo. TheBill is oneof apackageof Bills which will give
effect to the Government’sdecisionon meatand live-stockindustry
reform. The Live-stockExport Charge Act 1977will be repealedon the
samedayasthis Bill commences.

2. UndertheBill, thechargewill bepaidby theproducerof the Buffalo, as
waspreviouslythecase.Thechargewill becollectedunderthe
provisions of the Primary IndustriesLevies and Charges Collection Act
1991.

3. The Bill will providefor thecontinuationof thecurrentoperationalrate
of charge,which is a chargeperheadof buffalo split into two
components.Onecomponentof thechargewill bepayableto theRural
IndustriesResearchandDevelopmentCorporation(RIRDC) and will be
usedto fundthe researchprogramfor thebuffalo industry which is
managedby the Corporation.Theothercomponentwill bepaid into the
NationalCattleDiseaseEradicationTrustAccountwhich fundsthe
Brucellosisarid TuberculosisEradicationCampaign.

4. TheBifi allows for theoperationalrateof chargepayablefor each
componentto beincreasedor decreasedby regulations. While the
operationalrateof chargepayableto RIRDC or theNationalCattle
DiseaseEradicationTrustAccountmaybevariedby regulation,it cannot
be increasedbeyondthemaximumratefor eachcomponentsetin the
Bill.

5. Theregulatoryimpactconsequencesfor this Bill arenot consideredto be
significantandhavebeencoveredin the ExplanatoryMemorandum
preparedfor theAustralianMeat and Live-stockIndustryBill 1997.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

6. Theintentof theBill is to providea new,legislativebasisfor the
impositionof theexistingbuffalo exportchargefollowing the repealof
theLive-stockExport ChargeAct 1977. TheBill will thereforehaveno
financialimpacton eitherGovernmentor thebuffalo industry.
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NOTESON CLAUSES

Clause1- Short Title

7. This clauseprovidesfor the Act to be calledtheBuffalo Export Charge
Act 1997.

Clause2 - Commencement

8. This clauseprovidesfor theAct to comeinto effecton t~esamedayas
Part 3 of theAustralianMeat and Live-stockIndustryAct 1997
commences,which wifi alsobe the day on which the Live-stockExport
Charge Act 1977will berepealedunderthe provisionsof theAustralian
Meat and Live-stock Industry (Repealsand ConsequentialProvisions)
Act1997.

Clause3- Definitions

9. This clauseprovidesdefinitionsthat will assistin theinterpretationof

the Act.

Clause4-Impositionof Charge

10. This clauseprovidesfor theimpositionof a chargeon buffaloesexported
from Australiain accordancewith theprovisionsof theAct.

Clause5-No amountof chargepayablein certaincases

11. This clauseprovidesthat regulationsmaybe madeto providethatno
chargewill bepayableby theexportersof buffalo undertheAct, andwill
furtherprovidethat if sucha regulationis made,it will overrideany
otherrelevantprovisionsof theAct during theperiodtheregulationis
in force.

Clause6- Rateof charge

12. This clausesetstheoperationalandmaximumlevyratespayablefor the
specifiedpurposes.Theoperationallevy ratemaybe increasedor
decreasedby regulation,providedtheproposedamountof levy doesnot
exceedthemaximumrate,but themaximumratecanonly bechanged
throughprimary legislation.

13. Thereasonfor allowing theoperationalrateto bechangedby regulation
is to avoidimposinganunreasonableburdenon theParliamentasthe
operationalrateis opento frequentchanges.In addition,delaysin
amendinglegislationcanhamperindustryprograms.Any changesto
operationalrateswill only bemadeafter consultationwith industry.
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Clause7- Chargepayableby producer

14. This clauseprovides that thebuffalo export chargewill bepaid by the
producer who, for the purposesof the Act, is the personwho exportsthe
buffalo from Australia.

Clause8-Regulations

15. This clauseprovides for the making of regulations that are authorised by

the Act or neededto allow the Act to operate.
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