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BUFFALO SLAUGHTER LEVY BILL 1997

GENERAL OUTLINE

The purposeof this Bill is to providefor theimpositionof a levy on
theslaughterat anabattoirof buffaloesfor humanconsumption. The
Bill will replaceprovisionsfor theimpositionof thelevy containedin
the Live-stockSlaughterLevyAct 1964,and will not imposeanynew
or additional levy on theslaughterof buffalo. TheBill is one of a
packageof Bills which will give effect to theGovernment’sdecisionon
meatand live-stock industry reform. The Live-stockSlaughterLevy
Act 1964will be repealedon thesamedayastheBill commences.

2. UndertheBill, thelevy will bepaidby theownerof thebuffaloesat
slaughter,including a Stateor a Stateauthority whereit is theownerof
thebuffaloes. The chargewill becollectedundertheprovisionsof the
Primary Industries Levies and Charges Collection Act 1991.

3. The Bill will provide for the continuationof the currentoperational
levy rate,which is a levy perheadofbuffaloesslaughtered,split into
the sametwo components.Onecomponentof thelevy will bepayable
to the RuralIndustriesResearchandDevelopmentCorporation
(RIRDC) andwill beusedto fundtheresearchprogramfor thebuffalo
industry which is managedby the Corporation. The othercomponent
will bepaidinto theNationalCattleDiseaseEradicationTrustAccount
which fundsthe BrucellosisandTuberculosisEradicationCampaign.

4. TheBill allows for theoperationallevy ratepayablefor each
componentto be increasedor decreasedby regulations.While the
operationallevy ratepayableto RIRDC or theNational CattleDisease
EradicationTrustAccountmaybevariedby regulation,it cannotbe
increasedbeyondthemaximumratefor eachcomponentsetin the
Bill.

5. Theregulatoryimpactconsequencesfor this Bill arenot consideredto
be significantand havebeencoveredin theExplanatoryMemorandum
preparedfor the Australian Meat and Live-stockIndustry Bill 1997.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

6. Theintentof theBill is to provideanew legislativebasisfor the
impositionof theexistingbuffalo slaughterlevy following the repealof
theLive-stockSlaughter LevyAct 1964. The Bill will thereforehave
no financial impacton either Governmentor thebuffalo industry.
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NOTES ON CLAUSES

Clause1 - Short Title

7. This clauseprovidesfor theAct to be calledthe Buffalo SlaughterLevy
Act 1997.

Clause2 - Commencement

8. This clauseprovidesfor theAct to comeinto effect on thesamedayas
Part3 of theAustralian Meat and Live-stockIndustryAct 1997
commences,which will also be the dayon which the Live-stock
SlaughterLevyAct 1964will be repealedundertheprovisionsof the
Australian Meat and Live-stock Industry (Repealsand Consequential
Provisions)Act 1997.

Clause3- Definitions

9. This clauseprovidesdefinitions thatwill assistin theinterpretationof

the Act.
Clause4 - Imposition of levy

10. This clauseprovidesfor theimposition of a levy on theslaughterat an
abattoirof buffaloeswhich areto be usedfor humanconsumption,and
specifiescaseswherea levy is not imposed.

Clause5 - Rateof levy

11. This clausesetstheoperationalandmaximumlevy ratespayablefor
thespecifiedpurposes.Theoperationallevy ratemaybe increasedor
decreasedby regulation,pfuvidedthe proposedamountof levy does
not exceedthe maximumrate,but themaximumratecanonly be
changedthroughprimarylegislation.

12. The reasonfor allowing the operationalrateto bechangedby
regulationis to avoid imposinganunreasonableburdenon the
Parliamentasthe operationalrateis opento frequentchanges.In
addition,delaysin amendinglegislationcanhamperindustry
programs.Any changesto operationalrateswill only bemadeafter
consultationwith industry.
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Clause6- Levy is payableby the owner

13. This clauseprovidesthat thebuffaloslaughterlevy will bepaidby the
personwho owns thebuffaloeswhenslaughtertakesplace. The
obligationto paythelevy alsoextendsto a Stateor Territoryor an
authorityof a Stateor Territory whereit is the ownerof thebuffalo at•
slaughter.

Clause7- Regulations

14. This clauseprovidesfor themakingof regulationsthat areauthorised

by theAct orneededto allow theAct to operate.
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