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(‘RTMES AND OTHERLEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 1994

(Amendmentsto bemovedonbehalfofthe Government)

GENERAL OUTLiNE

Cause6of theCrimesaix! OtherLegislationAmendmentBill 1994(theBill)
proposesan amendmentto section24 of theAustralianSecurityIntelligence
OrganirationAct1979 (the Act) whichwill allow theDirector-Generalof Securityto
appointauthorisingofficersfor the purposeof authorisingotherASIO officersto
exercisethe powersof awarrantissuedunderPartIII of the Act. WarrantsunderPart
III of theAct authoriseASLO to uselisteningdevices,to searchpremisesandto
interceptmail. At present,the Director-Generalmustsignall theseauthorisations
personally.

It hascometo theGovernment’snoticethatclause6, as introduced,will allow the
Director-Generalto appointanyASIO officer, senioror junior, asanauthorising
officer. This mayhavetheeffectof makingan individual’s rights undulydependent
on an undefinedadministrativepowerwhichwasnot theGovernment’sintention.
Accordingly, theGovernmentproposesanamendmentto clause6of theBill which
will havetheeffectof confining theclassof potentialauthorisingofficersto thosewho
hold anoffice:

(1) equivalentto aSeniorExecutiveoffice in the AustralianPublicService;or

(ii) designatedas Manager(SeniorOfficerGradeA) by the Director-Generalof
Securityundersection85 of theAct.

Underproposedadministrativearrangements,theauthorisingofficers will sign
authorisationlistsonly in unusualcircumstances.When theDirector-Generalof
Securityis available,hewill continueto sign mostroutineauthorisationlists
personally.
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NOTESON CLAUSES

(I) Theproposedsubstitutionof ‘seniorofficer’ for ‘officer’ in clause6 of theBitt
will havethe effectof confining theclassof potentialrecipientsof theauthorising
powersto certaindefinedofficers.
(2) Theproposeddefinilionswill define ‘seniorofficer of the Organization’for
thepurposesof (I) above. That is, officerswhoholdanoffice:

(i) equivalentto aSeniorExecutiveoffice in the AustralianPublic Service;or

(ii) designatedasManager(SeniorOfficer GradeA) by theDirector-Generalof

Securityundersection85 of the Act.
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