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CRIMES (A VL4TION) BILL 1991

OUTLINE

PURPOSEOFAMENDMENTS

Theseamendmentsto theCrimes(Aviation)Bill 7991arerequiredsothat theBill
providesfor thepowerto searchcertainaircraft,people,luggageandfreight. This
power,which iscurrentlygiveninsection26 of theCrimes(Aircraft) Act 1963,isan
importantpartof thesecuritynetworkensuringaviationsafety.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Theamendmentswill incurno additionaldirectcoststo the Commonwealth.

NOTES ON CLAUSES

Clause3 - Definitions

1+ Thedefinitionof “authorisedperson”isamendedto includepeopleauthorised
to carryoutsearchespursuantto clause‘ISA.

Clause48A - Searchpowers

2+ Thispower,givento the aircraftcommanderandcertainotherpeople
authorisedby theresponsibleMinister,is complementaryto thosegivenin clauses
33,34and35. Theaircraftcommanderor authorisedpersonmayuseany
appropriateassistanceto searchtheaircraft,passengers,crew,luggageor freight
whereheor shesuspectsthatanoffenceagainstDivision 2 or 3 hasbeen,is being,or
maybecorrunittedonboardor in relation to the aircraft. Theclausewould
authorise,for instance,a searchof luggagewhereacrediblebombthreathadbeen
madeagainsta particularaircraft,airline, or airport,or wherea terroristwho had
beenrestrainedclaimedthatabombhadbeenplantedonboardtheaircraftor in a
Commonwealthaerodrome.C.f. s26Crimes(Aircraft) Act 1963.

3. Thepowerisfar reaching,butverynecessaryforaircraftsafety. It is
constrainedby therequirementthat the relevantpersonactuallyentertaina
reasonablesuspicionbeforeheor sheexercisesthepower+

Clause53- SavingsandTransitional

4. Subclause(IA) savesexistingauthorisationsmadeunders26Crimes(Aircraft)
Act 1963. Thisensuresthereis noperiod following therepealof thecurrentaviation
crimeslegislationin which thereareno peopleauthorisedto carryout functions
undertheBill.
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