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CHILD CARE PAYMENTS BILL 1997

(Amendmentsto bemovedonbehalfoftheGovernment)

OUTLINE

Theseamendmentsmaketwo changesto theChild CarePaymentsBill 1997. In bothcases,
thechangesarebeneficialto familiesandhaveno adverseimpacton thechild careindustry.

Thefirst amendmentmakesadditionalChild CareAssistanceavailableto childrenwith
disabilities. The 1997Budgetmeasureto introducea 20 hourperweeklimit on Child Care
Assistancefor non-workrelatedcareincludedexemptionsfor childrenatrisk of abuseor
neglect,families in crisis andfamilieswherethe soleparent,or bothparentsina couplehas a
disability.

Shorttermadditionalassistanceis availableunderthefamilies incrisis exemptioncategory
whichmeetstheshorttermneedsof familiesin situationssuchashospitalisationor deathof a
family memberand shorttermcarerresponsibilities. It doesnotaccommodatethelong term
needsfor morehoursof fundedcarefor familieswith a child witha disability.

Parentswith a child with a disability oftenrequiremorethan20 hoursof non-workrelated
careto fulfil theircaringresponsibilitiestowardsboththeirchild with a disability andto their
otherchildren. This amendmentensuresthat familieswith childrenwith adisability are
exemptfromthe20 hour limitation. Thismeansthat families in receiptof theChild Disability
AllowancecanaccessChild CareAssistancebothfor thechild with thedisability andfor other
children in thefamily for up to 50 hoursperweek.

Thesecondamendmentdealswith retrospectiveclaims for Child CareAssistanceor theChild
CareRebatemadein respectof childrenwho havenotbeenimmunised. TheChild CareBill
asit standsprovidesthat wherea family makesa prospectiveclaim for a child carepayment
andthechild in questionhasnotbeenimmunised,the family hasa periodof 28 daysin which
toeitherobtaintheappropriateimmunisationor provideevidenceof medicalcontraindication
or declarea conscientiousobjectiontothe child beingimmunised. If they takeno action,child
carepaymentswill ceaseafter the28 days.

Thisamendmentintroducesa similarconcessionfor families lodginga retrospectiveclaimfor
Child CareAssistanceor Child CareRebate. It meansthatfamilies lodginga retrospective
claimin respectof a child who is not immunisedwill begiven theopportunitytofulfill the
immunisationrequirementsoutlinedin orderto receivepayment. Any subsequentclaim by the
family will berejectedunlessthechild hasbeenimmunisedor amedicalcontraindication
demonstratedor aconscientiousobjectionlodged.

I



2

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Theextensionof exemptionsfromthe20 hourperweeknonwork relatedcarelimit to
childrenwith a disability andtheir siblings is estimatedto cost up to $330,000overthe
forwardestimatesperiod.

Theamendmentto allow familiesan immunisationcatch-upperiodin respectofretrospective
claimsfor Child CareAssistanceandChild CareRebatewill haveminimal financialimpact.
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CHILD CARE PAYMENTS BILL 1997
(Amendmentsto be movedon behalfof theGovernment)

NOTES ON CLAUSES

Clause(1) Thisclauseindicatesthat wherethe term“Secretary”appearsin theAct it is
not identifiedwithan asterisk.

Clause(2) Thisclausechangesthedefinitionof immunisedsothat someonewho hasnot
hadthevaccinationsrequiredby thestandardirmnunisationschedulesisto beconsideredas
beingimmunisedif he or shehashadthevaccinationsrequiredby thestandardcatch-up
schedules.The scheduleswill bedefinedin adisallowableinstrument.

Clause(3) Thisclausedefinestheterm“Secretary”asbeing theSecretaryof the
Department.

Clause (4) Thisclauseis proceduralonly, consequentialon Clause(5).

Clause(5) Thisclauseamendstheexistingclause18 by providingpowerfor theMinister
to determinethestandardvaccinationschedulesandthecatch-upschedulesfor thepurposeof
Clause(2).

Clause (6) Thisclauseomitsprovisionsthat will no longerbenecessarynowthat people
on catch-upscheduleswill beconsideredto beimmunised,underClause(2).

Clause(7) This clauseis proceduralonly, consequentialon Clause(10).

If
(a) a personis makinghis orherfirst claim for Child Carepaymentsunderthenew

arrangements,and
(b) that claimis madeafterthecarehasbeenprovided,and
(c) that claimis rejectedbecausethechild is not immunised

Clause(8) Thisclausethenallows aclaim asaboveto bepaid if, duringthe28 daysafter
thepersonisnotified, heor shecommencesacatch-upimmunisationprogram,demonstrates
that immunisationwasmedicallycontraindicatedorcomplieswith theproceduresto establish
a conscientiousobjectionto immunisation. Similar provisionsalreadyexistfor claimsmade
beforethecareis provided.

Clause(9) Thisclauseis proceduralonly, consequentialon Clause(8).

Clause (10) Thisclauseomits provisionsmadeunnecessaryby clause(8).
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Clauses(11) to (15) Theseare identicalto clauses(6) to (10)exceptthat whereclauses(6)
to (10) referto theprovisionsof theChild CarePaymentsBill 1997that dealwith Child Care
Assistance,clauses(11)to (15) referto theprovisionscoveringChild CareRebate.

ScheduleD(2) of theChild CarePaymentsBill 1997imposesa 20 hourperchild perweek
limit on theamountofChild CareAssistancewheretheparentor, if therearetwo parents,
bothparents,do notmeetthework/training/studytest. Clause(16) specifiesthat wherea
family is in receiptoftheChild Disability Allowance,thenit is not subjectto the20 hourlimit.
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