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COMMONWEALTH ELECtORALAMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2)1994

OUTLINE

Theseamendmentsto the CommonwealthElectoralAmendmentBill (No. 2) 1994 further refine
theelectionfundingandfinancial disclosureprovisionsof theCommonwealthElecturalAct1918.

The amendmentschangethe processby which registeredpolitical partiesand eligible candidates
obtaintheir electionfundingentitlementfrom theElectoralCommission.

The amendmentsprovide that the Electoral Commission must compute election funding 4
entitlementson the basis of votes countedat the 20th day after polling day in the electionand
make paymentof a minimum of 95% of that entitlement as soon as possiblethereafter. The
balanceof theentitlementis to bepaidassoonaspossibleafter countinghasbeencompleted.

Registeredpolitical partieswill be requiredto furnish returnsof actual electoralexpenditureafter
eachelection.

Provisionsto enablepaymentof electionfunding to National Seeretarlots of political partieshave
beenamendedto makethem lesscumbersomethan thosein theBill.

FINANCIAL IMPACt STATEMENT

Based on the 1993 eJectionpayments, the additional cost associatedwith changing from a
reimbursementschemeto a directpaymentschemeat the increasedelectionfundingratewould be
$34 1)00. An additional amount estimatedat $25 1)00 will be incurred on administrationof the
revisedprovisionsduring anelectionyear.
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NOTESON CLAUSES

Amendmentsito 3 - Clause5 - l’ransitional - gifts topolitical parties

I - Amendmentsto clause5 in the Bill provide that the first returnsto be furnishedby donorsto

political partiesunderthe annualreportingrequirementswill relateto theperiods:

from 12 April 1993to theday on which theAct commences;and

+ from theday afterthe theday on which theAct commencesto 30June1995.

2. Theseamendmentsarcnecessaryso that the reportingof donationsundernew section305B(2)

will notbe retrospective.

Amendment4- Clause6-Transitional-returnsby associatedentities

3. The amendmentto clause6 providesthat the first returnsby associatedentitieswill coverthe
periodfrom theday on which theAct commencesuntil 30 June1995.

4. The amendmentis necessarysothat the reportingrequirementsfor associatedentitieswill not
beretrospective.

SCHEDULE- AMENDMENTS TO THE BILL

Amendment5 - Item I - Interpretation

5, This amendmentinserts a definition of ‘entitlement’ in section 287(1) for the purposeof

ascertainingtheamountpayableunderproposednewsubsection299(50).
Amendment6 -New Items1A and lB

6. This amendmentinsertsItem 1A in theSchedule.

7. Item IA deletesthe referenceto a claim in subsection290(3)(a). It is a consequential
amendment.

8. 11cm lB repealssection293which defineselectoralexpenditurewhich couldbe usedto support
anelectionfundingclaim. It is consequentialupon the changesoutlinedunderamendment7.

Amendment7- NewItems3,4,5, 5A to5J

9. Thisamendmentomits items 3, 4 and5 in theScheduleandsubstitutesnewitems.

10. Newitems 3, 4 and5 repeal sections295, 296 and 298 relatingto claims for electionfunding
payments. Eligible political parties, candidatesand Senategroups will be paid their full
entitlementbasedon the first preferencevotespolled.

11. Newitems Si’,., 511, SC and SD omit referencesto a claim in subsections299(1), (2), (3) and
(4).

12. New item SE omits from subsection299(5) referenceto the time the relevantclaim was
lodged and substitutes‘before the 20th day after polling day’ as the deadlinefor Lodging an
agreementdividing the electionfundingpaymentin respectof a Senategroupjointly endorsedby
two registeredparties.

13. Newitem5F insertsaftersubsection299(5)newsubsections299(5A), (SB), (SC) and(SD).
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14, Proposed new subsection 299(SA) enablesa notice to be lodged with the Electoral
Commissionrequestingthatelection fundingpaymentsthat would otherwisebemadeto the agent
of a registeredpolitical partyspecifiedin the notice are to be paid insteadto the agentof another
registeredpolitical partyspecifiedin thenotice,

IS. Proposednewsubsection299(511)requiresthenotice to be signedby the registeredofficer of
eachof the registeredpolitical partiesand providesthat sucha notice canonly be withdrawnby a
further noticelodgedwith the Electoral Commissionand signedby the registeredofficer of each
of the parties.

16. Proposednewsubsection299(SC)requirespaymentstobe madein accordancewith thenotice
forelectionsheld betweenthe lodgementand withdrawal(if any)of thenotice. I
17. Proposednewsubsection299(50)requiresthe Electoral Commissionto payat least95% of
the entitlement,calculatedon thebasisof votescountedasat the 20th day after polling day in an
election,assoonaspossibleafter that date,andto paythe balanceassoonaspossibleafter the full
entitlementis known.

18. Newitem SOomits the referencetoa claim insubsection299(6).

19+ New item 5H repealssection299A which relatesto revoking determinationsof claims and
which becomesirrelevantunderthe amendedpaymentprovisions.

20. New item SI isa consequentialamendmentwhich omits referenceto the makingof a claim in
section300 relatingto thedeathof a candidate.

21. Newitem SJ is aconsequentialamendmentwhich omits referenceto themakingof a claim in
section301 relatingto thedeathof a memberof a Senategroup.

Amendment8- Newitems IOA andlOB

22. Thisamendmentinsertsafter item 10 in theSchedulenewitems1OA and1011.

23+ The effectof new item iDA is to deletefrom subsection308(1)consultant’sor advertising
agent’sfeesas a categoryof electoralexpenditureto be disclosedin postelection returns, arid to
substitutethecostsof direct mail campaigns.

24. New item 1013 insertsbeforesection309(1+4+)a new subsection309(1)which requiresthe
agentsof registeredpolitical partiesand State branchesof registeredpolitical parties to furnish
returnsof electoral expenditureincurred in relation to an election. Returnsare requiredto be
furnishedwithin 15 weeksafterpolling day in theelection.

Amendment9- NewItem hA

25. This amendmentinsertsafter item 11 in the Schedulea newitem 1 IA which addsto section
313 a new subsection(2) requiring registeredpolitical partiesand their Statebranchesto furnish
‘Nil’ returnsif they did not incur anyelectoralexpenditure.

Amendment10- Item26

26. ‘This amendmentomitssubsection320(4)from item 26 of theScheduleandsubstitutesa new
subsection(4). Newsubsection(4) removesthe referenceto ‘a claim’ as a consequenceof the
changesoutlinedin amendment7.
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