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CATTLE (EXPORTERS) EXPORT CHARGE BILL 1997

GENERAL OUTLINE I
The purposeof this Bill is to provide for the imposition of a charge on
theexportof live cattle from Australia. The Bill will replace
provisionsfor the impositionof the chargecontainedin the Cattle
Export ChargesAct 1990. The Bill will not imposeanyadditional
chargeon the exportof beefcattle,but will reflect the changeto non-
statutorycollectionsfor beefcattle exportersunderthenew meatand
live-stock industry arrangements.The Bill is oneof a packageof Bills
which will give effect to the Government’sdecisionon meatand live-
stock industry reform. The Cattle Export ChargesAct 1990,will be
repealedon the commencementof Part 3 of the Australian Meat and
Live-stockIndustryAct 1997, the sameday asthis Bill commences.

2. Underthe Bill, the chargewill bepaidby thepersonwho exportsthe
cattlefrom Australia. The chargewill be collectedunderthe
provisions of the Primary Industries Levies and Charges Collection Act
1991.

3. The Bill will provide for chargesbasedon liveweight of cattlesplit into
two components.Onecomponentof the chargewill be payableto the
prescribedresearchbody andwill beusedto fund research.The other
componentwill bepaidto theprescribedmarketingbodyfor marketing
purposes.

4. The Bill allowsfor the operationalrateof chargepayablefor each
componentto be increasedor decreasedby regulation. Whereabody
hasbeendeclaredby theMinister to bethe representativebody for the
cattle industry for acomponentof the charge,regulationschangingthat
componentmay only bemadeafter consideringrecommendations
madeto the Minister by thatbody. While the operationalratesof
chargemaybe variedby regulation,theycannotbe increasedbeyond
the maximum ratefor eachcomponentset in the Bill.

5. The regulatoryimpactconsequencesfor this Bill arenot consideredto
be significantandhavebeencoveredin theExplanatoryMemorandum
preparedfor the Australian Meat and Live-stockIndustryBill 1997.



3

‘ FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

6. The intent of the Bill is to providea new legislativebasis for the
impositionof the existingcattleexportchargefollowing the repealof
the Cattle Export ChargesAct 1990. The Bill will thereforehaveno
financial impact on eitherGovernmentor the cattleindustry. It takes
accountof the requirementfor clearsectoraldifferentiationin industry
chargecollectionsthatarea basisof theGovernmentmeatindustry
reforms.
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NOTES ON CLAUSES

Clause1 - Short Title

7. This clauseprovidesfor the Act to be called the Cattle (Exporters)

Export ChargeAct 1997.
Clause2 - Commencement

8. Thisclauseprovidesfor the Act to comeinto effect on thesamedayas
Part 3 of the Australian Meat and Live-stock Industry Act 1997
commences,which will alsobe thedayon which the CattleExport
ChargesAct 1990 will be repealedunder theprovisionsof the
Australian Meat and Live-stock Industry (Repealsand Consequential
Provisions)Act 1997.

Clause3 - Definitions

9. This clauseprovidesdefinitions thatwill assistin the interpretationof

the Act.

Clause4 - Imposition of charge

10. This clauseprovides for the imposition of a chargeon the export of
live cattle(other thandairy cattle) from Australia in accordancewith
the provisionsof the Act.

Clause5 - No amount of chargepayable in certain cases

11. This clauseprovidesthatregulationsmay be madeto providethatno
chargewill be payableby the exportersof cattleunder theAct, andwill
furtherprovidethat if sucha regulationis made,it will overrideany
otherrelevantprovisionsof the Act during theperiod the regulationis
in force.

Clause6 - Rate of charge

12. This clausepermitssettingof prescribedoperationalrates,andsets
maximumratesof chargepayablefor the specifiedpurposes.The
operationalchargeratemaybe increasedor decreasedby regulation,
provided theproposedamountof chargedoesnot exceedthe
maximum rate,but themaximumrate canonly be changedthrough
primary legislation. 4
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13. The reasonfor allowing theoperationalrateto be changedby
regulationis to avoid imposingan unreasonableburdenon the
Parliamentas the operationalrateis opento frequentchanges.In
addition,delaysin amendinglegislationcan hamperindustry
programs. Any changesto operationalratescanonly be madeafter
considerationof recommendationsfrom the prescribedindustry
organisationfollowing full consultationwith industry.

14. This clausealsoprovidesadefinition of the liveweight of cattle.

Clause7- Chargepayablebyexporter

15. This clauseprovidesthat the cattleexport chargewill be paidby the
personwho exportsthecattle from Australia.

Clause8 - Regulations

16. This clauseprovidesfor themaking of regulationsthat are authorised
by the Act or neededto allow the Act to operate. It alsoempowersthe
Minister to declarea bodyor bodiesas the representativebody for the
industry for the purposeof making recommendationsto the Minister
on the operationalchargeratesto be prescribedby theregulations.

17. To makesucha declaration,the Minister mustpublish a written notice
in the Gazette.

18. This clausealsolimits thepower of the Governor-Generalto make
regulationsprescribingtheoperationalchargeratepayable.If a
declarationis in place,the Governor-Generalmayonly exercisethis
powerwhenactingon the adviceof the ExecutiveCouncil, following
its considerationof recommendationsmadeto the Minister by a body
declaredto be thebodyrepresentingthe industry for that componentof
the charge.

Pnntedby Authority by the CommonwealthGovernmentPrinter
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