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CUSTOMS TARIFF AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2) 1984

OUTLINE

Thepurposeof theBill is to enactchangesto theCustomsTariffAct 1982 to imposeCustomsduties
equivalenttoasalestaxof 10% onalcoholicgrapewineand20%on alcoholicciderandon beercontain-
ingnotmorethan1.15%by volumeof alcohol.
TheBill is complementarytochangestotheSalesTax (ExemptionsandClassifications)Act whichim-
posesalestax onlocally producedandimportedproducts.Thisequalizationof salestaxaltersthelevels
of assistanceaccordedto locallyproducedgoodsasthe importedproductsonly werepreviouslysubject
tosalestaxata rateof 20%.
Forbeerandciderthe full 20% rateis beingconvertedintoan equivalentCustomsduty. However,on
grapewineAustraliahasenteredintocommitmentsundertheGeneralAgreementonTariffs andTrade
not to increaseCustomsdutyabovecertainspecifiedboundlevels.Negotiationshavebeentakingplace
with theprincipalcountriessupplyingwine totheAustralianmarketwith a viewto accommodatingthe
salestax within the level of the bindingon theCustomsduty. With theseconsiderationsin mind, the
presentsalestax on importedwineis beingreplacedby a Customsdutyequivalentto asalestaxof 10%.
Thisactionisseenasbeingfully consistentwithAustralia’sobligationsundertheGATT.
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CUSTOMS TARIFF AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2) 1984

DetailedDescriptionof theBill

A Bill for anAct relatingto dutiesof Customs

Clause1—Citation—-CustomsTariff AmendmentAct (No. 2)1984
Clause2—Dateof Commencement—8o’clock in theeveningby standardtime in the Australian

CapitalTerritoryon 21 August1984

Clause3—The Principal Act is amendedas setout in theSchedule.The amendmentsare sum-
marisedhereunder:

Unlessotherwiseindicated:

GeneralTariff (GT) ratesareapplicableto all sourcesexceptNewZealand(NZ) andPapuaNew
Guinea(PNG).

PapuaNewGuinearatesareFree.

NewZealandratesareFreeexceptwhenspecifiedin Schedule5.
Developing~Country(DC) ratesapplyto Forum IslandCountries(Fl) andDeclaredPreference

Countries(DPC).

AMENDMENTS TO SCHEDULE 3
AmendmentNo. I

Goods

GeneralandSpecialRates

Previous Proposed

Beercontainingnot morethan1.15%by volumeof alcohol(22.03.9) GT: 15% GT: 37%
DC: Free Fl: Free

DC: 22%
INCREASE GT, DC

NO CHANGE Fl

AmendmentNo.2

Goods

GeneralandSpecialRates

Previous Proposed

Champagnecontaini~morethan 1.15%by volumeofalcohol(22.05.11) GT: $0.48/L GT: 11%,and
$0.48/I

INCREASE

Otherchampagne(22.05.19) GT:$0.48/I GT: $0.48/I
NO CHANGE

Other sparkling wine, containing more than 1.15% by volume of alcohol GT:$0.65/L GT: 13%,and
(22.05.21) $0.65/L

INCREASE

Othersparklingwine (22.05.29) GT:$0.65/L GT: $0.65/L
NO CHANGE

Otherwine, containingmorethan 1.15%by volumeof alcoholbutnotmorethan GT:$0.25/I GT: 11%,and
20%by volumeofalcohol,in packsnot exceeding51 (22.05.311) $0.25/L

INCREASE

Otherwine,containingnot morethan 1.15%by volume of alcohol,in packsnot GT:$0.25/L GT: $0.25/L.
exceeding5L (22.05.319) NO CHANGE

Otherwine,containingmorethan 1.15%by volumeof alcoholhutnotmorethan GT:$0.40/L GT: 16%,and
20%by volumeofalcohol,in packsexceeding5L (22.05.391) $0.40/L

INCREASE
Other wine, containingnot more than 1.15% by volume of alcohol, in packs GT: $0.40/L GT: $0.40/L

exceeding51 (22.05.399) NO CHANGE
Otherwine(22.05.4) GT:$0.70/L GT: II%,and

$0.70/I
INCREASE
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Goods

GeneralandSpecialRates

Previous Proposed

Grapemustwith fermentationarrestedby theaddition of alcohol(22.05.9) GT:$0.70/L GT: $0.70/L
NO CHANGE

Vermouths,andother winesof fresh grapesflavoured with aromaticextracts,
containingmorethan 1.15%by volume ofalcohol(22.06.1)

GT:$0.25/L GT: 12%,and
$0.25/L

INCREASE
Vermouths,andotherwines of freshgrapeswith aromaticextracts,containing

notmorethanl.l5%byvolumeofalcohol(22.06.9)
GT:$0.25/L GT: $0.25/I

NO CHANGE

Cidercontainingmorethan1.15%by volumeof alcohol(22.07.1) GT: $0.30/L GT: 23%,and
Fl: Free $0.30/L

Fl:Free
INCREASE GT

NO CHANGE Fl
Perry,meadandotherfermentedbeverages(includingcidercontainingnot more

than 1.15%by volumeof alcohol) (22.07.9)
GT:$0.30/I GT:$0.30/L
Fl: Free Fl: Free

NO CHANGE

AMENDMENTS TO SCHEDULE 5

Consequentialamendmentsto amendmentsto Schedule3.

Nochangesto New Zealandratesareinvolved.
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