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CUSTOMSTARIFF (WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION AMENDMENTS) BILL
1994

GeneralOutline

Thepurposeof this Bill, is to amendtheCustomsTariffAct 1987togive efFectto
Australia’stariffbindingcommitmentsarisingfrom theGeneralAgreementofTrade
andTariffs UruguayRoundoutcomes.

Financial Statement

Australiahasmadesignificant reductionsin tariffratessince1988andby 1 July 1996
mostof the tariffrateswill be 5%.

Thechangesto cheeseandunmanufacturedtobaccohavethepotential to bemost
damaging. Cheeseis currentlysubjectto quantitativequotarestrictions.Fora number
of yearsimportsofcheesehavenotexceededquotaentitlementsandthereforeit
appearstherewill beno lossof revenuefromthereductionsin tariff levelsfor cheese.

Unmanufacturedtobaccois currentlysubjectto alternaterateduty. The changes
containedin thisBill seekto removethealternateif lower tariffrate. Theresult ofthe
changeswill beto marginallyincreasethe import dutycollectedon unmanufactured
tobacco.

Otherchangeswill haveno significanteffecton overalltariff revenuereceiptsfrom
importedgoods.
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CUSTOMSTARIFF (WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION AMENDMENTS) BILL
1994

NOTEONSECTIONS

A Bill for an Act to amendtheCustomsTar~ffAct1987 to enableAustraliato accept
the AgreementEstablishingtheWorld TradeOrganization.

Section 1 - Citation - CustomsTariff(World TradeOrganizationAmendments)Bill
1994

Section2 -

SubsectionI - Descriptionof theWorld TradeOrganizationAgreement

Subsection2 - Commenceson theDateof RoyalAssent

Subsection3 - Commenceson the daytheWorld TradeOrganization

Agreemententersinto forceforAustralia

Subsection4 - Commenceson a dayproclaimedby theGovernor-General

Section3 - Providesthat amendmentsshalloperateon andfrom thedaythe
World TradeOrganizationAgreemententersinto forcefor
Australia

Covers Australiamadea commitmenttoreducetariffratesfor certain
goodsunderthetermsofthe UruguayRoundAgreement.Most
ofthesereductionsarealreadyinplacebecauseof
theGovernmenttariffreductionprogrammecommencedin
1988. ThisBill introducesthe smallnumberof changes
necessaryto comply with our undertakingsunderthe new
Agreement.

The changesto cheeseandtobaccoaremostsignificantasthey
comeinto effectimmediatelythis Bill becomeseffective. Other
productsaffectedincludesuchdiverseitemsasfoodstuffs,
very low alcoholbeer,diagnosticandlaboratoryreagents,
certainreplacementscomponentsof motorvehicles,powerline
filters and electro-medicalequipmentandapparatus.
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