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I
ELECFORALAND REFERENDUMAMENDMENT BILL 1995

OUTLINE

Thereis one amendment,in two parts,proposedto theElectoralandReferendumAmendmentBill
1995,introducedintotheHouseof Representativeson 1 February1995.

TheBill passedall stageson 21 June1995 andwasintroducedinto the Senateon 26 June1995. The
BiIJ wasamendedby the Senateand passedall stageson 20 September1995. The Bill was then
referredbackto the Houseof Representativeson 21 September1995 for considerationof the Senate
amendments.The Bill makeschangesto the CommonwealthElectoralAct 1918 (the Act) and the
Referendum(MachineryProvisions)Act 1984.

Theamendmentis designedto:

• providethe option for a registeredparty to appointa “principal agent” to whom, onceappointed,
mustbe paid all paymentsof electionfunding that would otherwisebepaid to agentsof theparty
and its branches. The amendmentlimits this option to the party registeredas “Australian
Democrats”; and

extendto unregisteredstateandterritorybranchesof registeredpoliticalpartiestheoptionto enter

into agreementsfor the redirectionof paymentsof electionfunding.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

TheAustralianElectoralCommissionestimatesthat theseamendmentswill give riseto neithercosts
nor savings.



-3-

NOTESONAMENDMENTS

Section 314AEA of the CommonwealthElectoralAct 1918 currently allows only political parties
registeredwith the Australian ElectoralCommissionto enteragreementsto redirect paymentsof
electionfunding. Thisprovisiondoesnotallow registeredpoliticalpartieswhichhaveanunregistered
branchstructureto entersuchagreementswith their stateandterritory branches.

The proposedamendmentextendsthe option to unregisteredstateand territory branchesto redirect
paymentsof electionfunding, andisin two parts.

PART 1.

Item 57A

This item insertsnewsection288Awhich providesfor the appointmentof a “principal agent” by the

partyregisteredwith theAustralianElectoralCommissionas“AustralianDemocrats”.

Items5Thand57C

Thesetwo items amendsubsections299(1)and (4) to provide thatwherea principal agenthasbeen
appointedpaymentsof election funding that would otherwisebe paid to agentsof the partyand its
brancheswill insteadbepaid to that principalagent.

PART2.

Items57D,57E,57F,57Gand5711

These items amend subsections299(5A) and (5B) by inserting a definition of “party” and by
substituting “party” for “registeredpolitical party”; “parties” for “registeredpolitical parties” and
“political parties”; and“agent” for “registeredofficer”. Theseamendmentsallow unregisteredstate
andterritorybranchesof political partiesregisteredwith theAustralianElectoralCommissionto enter
agreementsto redirectpaymentsof electionfunding.




