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ELECTORALAND REFERENDUMAMENDMENT BILL 1995

OUTLINE

The proposedamendmentsto the Electoral and ReferendumAmendmentBill 1995, introducedinto
the House of Representativeson 1 February 1995, include two new clausesto that Bill and one
amendmentto an existingclause. TheBill makeschangesto the CommonwealthElectoralAct 1918
(theAct) andthe Referendum(MachineryProvisions)Act 1984.

The amendmentsare designedto:

• enable the Australian Electoral Commissionto conduct the Senatescrutiny using a.compute~

process;

• allow for the provisionof the genderof electorsfor the purposeof medicalresearchandhealth

screeningsurveys; and

• clarify the existingamendmentof the Bill enablingtheElectoralCommissionto empowerits staff

to enterinto agreementsto supply andchargefor goodsandservices.

FINANCIAL IMPA~FSTATEMENT

TheAustralianElectoralCommissionestimatesthat approximately$370,000would be savedat each
Senateelectionif the Senatescrutiny were conductedby computerprocessin placeof the current
manualmethod. The otheramendmentswill give rise to neithercostsnor savings.
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NOTES ON AMENDMENTS

Amendment1

This amendmentreplacesitem 3 of Schedule1 to the Bill to allow for agreementsto be madefor
he provision of goods and services to any body or organisation under section 7A of the
CommonwealthElectoralAct 1918.

Amendment2

2. This amendsitem 6 of Schedule1 andcomplementsAmendment1 above.

endment3

3. This insertsa new item 1OA into Schedule1 to the Bill to insert a new subsection91(9A) and to
amendsubsection91A(1). The newsubsection91(9A) andthe amendedsubsection91A(1)will allow
for the provisionof genderinformation for the purposeof medical researchand health screening
surveys.

Amendment4

4. This insertsnewitems43A, 43B and43Cinto Schedule1 of theBill to inserta new section273A
into theAct andto amendsubsection265(2). The new section 273A allows theAustralianElectoral
Commissionto conduct Senatescrutiniesby a computerprocess. The amendmentto subsection
265(2)complementsthenewsection273A.

5. The new section 273A provides that the computerisedSenatescrutiny may be conductedif the
ElectoralCommissionerdeterminesin writing beforepolling day that the scrutiny is to beconducted
by computer. It also providesauthorityfor theAustralianElectoralOfficer for the Stateor Territory
to conduct, by computer, scrutinies for formality of those ballot papers not scrutmisedby the
Divisional ReturningOfficer. Scrutinyof ballotpapersfor formality will be conductedby Divisional
Returning Officers on those ballot papers marked “above-the-line” only and those marked
“below-the-line” which are obviously informal, for example,where more than half the squareson
ballotpapersmarkedbelow-the-lineareblank. It also providesthat thescrutiny for the distributionof
preferencesandvotesbeconductedby a computerprocess.

6. It also providesthat the computerscrutiny for formality of ballotpapersandthecomputerscrutiny
for the distributionof preferencesandvotesmustfollow the sameprinciplesasfor a manualscrutiny.
Any ties betweencandidateseither at the point of distribution of a surplusor at the point of an
exclusionmustberesolvedby the AustralianElectoralOfficer.

7. Furtherprovisionis madefor the conductof recountsby computermeanswherethe original count
wasalso conductedby computer. However, wherea tie occurredduring thefirst count,and the same
tie recurs,thetie is to beresolvedwith thesameresult.

8. Provisionis also madefor accessby scrutineersto information on the record of preferenceson
~ballotpaperswhosedetails havebeenstoredwithin the computersystem,including information on

linformal ballot papersandpaperswhich are formal but not sequentiallynumbered,and a record of

‘ballot papersnotionally transferredateachcount andarecordof theprogressof thecountof thevotes.
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