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OUTLINE

The Export Inspection Charge Collection ~il1 1985
makes provision for the collection of charge to be imposed by
the Export Inspection Charge Act.

The passage of this Bill will facilitate collection of
an amount of approximately ~3OO,OOO as export inspection
charges in 1985—86 in acluition to those charges that would, in
the absence of the new consolidated legislation, have been
collecteu under existing export inspection charge collection
legislation.
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NOTES ON CLAUSES

Clauses 1 and 2

1. The first and second clauses of the Bill provide for the
short title and commencement,respectively, of the
legislation.

Clause 3: Interpretation

2. worus and expressions used for the purposes of the Bill are
defined in this clause. Words and expressions defined in
the Export Inspection Charge Bill, unless the contrary
intention appears, have the same meanings in this Bill.

Clause 4: Date due for payment

3. ~n export permit, on which charge will be imposed, will be
valia for 28 days: charge will be payable 28 days after
the last day of the month in which the permit was granted.

Clause 5: Manner of payment

~. As the collection system is based on self—assessment by
exporters, payment of charge is linked to the making of a
return by an exporter to the office of the Department at
which the return that relates to the payment is made.

Clause 6: Returns

5. For each month, an exporter will be obliged to make a
return that details the particulars specified in sub—clause
6(2) in relation to a prescribed commodity for which an
export permit was granted in that month.

Clause 7: Execution ana loagment of returns

6. A return to accompany payment of charge would be required
by this clause to be signed by the exporter or the agent of
the exporter of the commodity tO which it refers anti to be
lodgea within 28 days after the last day of the month to
which it relates.

Clause 8: Authorized agents

7. An exporter who is required to lodge a return would be
empowered by this clause to appoint an agent in accordance
with a form to be prescribed that shall be lodged at the
offices of the Department at which returns of the exporter
are expected to be lodged by the, agent.
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CLause 9: RecOrds ~O be Kept

8. In order to prepare the returns that the ~i1l woula
require, an exporter of a prescribed commodity would need
to keep records on which the returns would be based.
Clause 9 requires an exporter to maintain such records and
to keep them for a period of 3 years. Failure to comply
with these requirements would make the exporter liable upon
conviction to a maximum penalty of $1,000.

Clause 10: Ottences relating to returns, etc

9. AS the lodging of returns and the assessment of information
incluoed in returns is central to the method of collection
of cnarge that is to be introduced by the Bill, offences
would be created by this clause of tailing to provide a
return or information that is required by the legislation
to be providea or providing a document or including in a
return inforAnation that is false or misleading in a
material particular. Contravention of either or these
provisions would make a person liable upon conviction to a
maximum penalty of $1,000 or imprisonment for 6 months, or
both.

Clause 11: Penalty for non—payment

10. As a means of minimisiny evasion of charge, this c’ause
provides that where liability is not discharged on or
before tne due date a penalty calculated at the rate of 20%
per annum on the unpaid charge shall, in addition, become
payable from the date on whicn payment of charge became
outstandin~. The Minister for Primary Industry or a person
authorized by ti-ic Minister may remit the whole or part of
an amount payable as penalty under this provision except
that an authorized person would not be able to remit an
amount in excess of $1,000.

Clause 12: Export permits not to be granted it charge unpaid

11. As a disincentive for non-payment of charge additional to
that provided for in clause 11, an export permit will not
oe granted until charge and any penalty payable in respect (
of the charge has been paid in full.

Clause 13: Recovery of charge

12. mis clause provides tnat charge or penalty for the
purposes of the proposed legislation may be the subject of
debt recovery action taken by the Commonwealth against
persons liable to pay the charge or penalty.
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Clause 14: Appointment of authorizea persons

13. The Minister for Primary Industry would be empo~ereaby
this clause to appoint a person who is authorized for tue
purposes of a provision in which the expression “authorized
person” appears.

Clause 15: Appointment of auttiorized persons

14. A person authorized under clause 14 would Oe empowered with
the consent of the occupier of premises to enter the
premises in order to exercise the functions specified in
suo—clause 15(9).

Sub—clauses l5(2)—(lO)

15. As an alternative to entry with the consent of tue occupier
of premises arm authorized person would be enanled by the
remaining sub—clauses of this provision to, where he
reasonably believes that this is necessary for the purposes
of the Bill, apply to a Justice of the Peace for a warrant
to enter.

16. A JlAstice ot the Peace would be empowered to issue a
warrant it the authorized person has set out in writing the
grounds on which the warrant is sworn and given his oath or
affirmation as to their accuracy. In these circumstances,
the Justice of the Peace would oe enaOled to issue a
warrant, once an authorized person has entered premises,
in reliance on a warrant, the authorized person would be
empowered to exercise the functions specifiea in sub—clause
15(9).

17. A person who hinders or obstructs an authorizea person in
the exercise of his or her functions under clause 15 would
by virtue ot sub—clause 15(B) oe liable upon conviction to
a maximum penalty of $1,000 or imprisonment for 6 months or
both.

Clause 16: Reconsideration and review of decisions

) 18. This clause would enable application to be made to the
Minister for Primary Industry for review of a decision maae
by an authorized person with respect to remission of
penalty for non—payment of charge. Clause 16 would also
enable application to be made to the Administrative Appeals
Triounal for review of a aecision by the Minister with
respect to such remission or with respect to the decision
by either the Minister or an authorized person. A person
affected by a aecision of either the Minister or an
autnorized person must be notified in writing of his or her
review opportunities.
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Clause 17: Regulations

19. This clause would provide for the regulations to be made
that are necessary to give effect to the schemeof the Bill.

I

I

I

I


