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FISHING LEVY BILL 1991

GENERALOUTLINE

The proposedBill will replacethe FisheriesLevy Act 1984. It will performthe
samefunctionsas the 1984 Act but will reflect legislativechangesarisingfrom the
proposedreplacementof the FisheriesAct 1952 andthe ContinentalShelf (Living
NaturalResources)Act 1968 by the FisheriesManagementBill 1991+

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

This Bill will haveno direct impacton Governmentrevenueor expenditure.It is a
machinerychangeonly, giving effect to the new managementanangementsto
applyto fisheries.
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NOTESON CLAUSES

Clause I - Shorttide

The Bill is to be cited as the FishingLevy Act 1991.

Clause2 - Commencement

This clauseprovidesfor clauses1 and2 to commencefrom date of Royal
Assent. Theremainderof theBill commenceson a datefixed by
Proclamation or six monthsafter receivingRoyal Assent,whichever comes
sooner.

Clause3 - Interøretation

3. This clausedefinescertaintermsusedin the Bill.

Clause4 - Applicationof Act

4. The Bill is to apply within andoutsideAustraliaarid to all external

Tenitories.
Clause5 - Impositionof levy

5. Thisclauseimposeslevy with respecttofishing concessionsotherthan
foreignfishing ticences.

Clause6 - Amountof levy

6. This clauseprovidesfor the amountof levy payableto be prescribedby

regulation.

7. This clausedoesnot attemptto fix anymaximumamountof levy. The levy
payableby fishermencanvary considerablyfrom fishery to fishery,
dependingon its components.Its mainpurposeis to recoverfrom fishermen
partof thecostof administeringfisheriesandit will alsobeusedto collect a
levy for fisheriesresearchanddevelopment.The levy can,however,have
othercomponents.Forexample,in thenorthernprawnfishery, it is also
usedtocollectthe fishermen’scontributionsto therestructuring(buy-back)
schemeas well as a contributionfishermenhaveelectedto maketo specific
researchprojects.
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8. This situationis furthercompoundedby thedifferentmanagementschemes
employedin eachfishery. In somefisheriesthe fishing ‘unit’ on which levy
is imposedis afishing boat. In othersa ‘unit’ maydeterminethe quantityof
enginepoweror hull size thatmaybe used. (In the northernprawnfishery
whereahull size/enginepowerunit is used,theaverageboatis over 400
units). In fisherieswherecatchquotasareused,the unit canbeaproportion
of the total catch. As anexampleof thewide variationof levy ratesthe
cunentlevyperunit (useof oneboatof up to40 metresin lengthfor one
year)in theGreatAustralianBight trawl fisheryis $6,000while the levy per
unit (theright to takeonekilogramof fish) in thegernfishfisheryis 13.5
cents.

Clause7 -By whom is levy payable?

9. This clausemakestheholderof thefishing concessionresponsiblefor

payingthe levy.

Clause8 - Regulations

10. Thisclauseempowersthe Governor-Generalto makeregulations.
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