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2.

INDUSTRY TECHNOLOGY AND COMMERCE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
BILL 1992

GENERALOUTLINE

This Bill is an omnibusBill for legislationadministeredwithin the Industry Technology
and Commerceportfolio. Its purposeis to makea numberof amendmentsto existing
legislation.

2. TheBill makesthe following amendments;

AutomotiveIndustry Authority Act 1985

3. Theamendmentwill changethe terminationdatefrom 31 December1992to 31
December2000therebygiving effect to the Government’sdecisionto maintainan
independentbody to monitor theautomotiveindustry throughto the year2000.

National MeasurementAct 1960

4. Theamendmentswill provide for:

(a) thecertificationof referencematerials,many of which comefrom
overseas,sothat measurementsmadeusing suchmaterialssatisfy the
traceabilityprovisionsof the Act;

(b) thepatternapprovaland certification,asfound appropriate,of measuring
instrumentsusedfor legal purposesotherthantrademeasurement,so that
suchmeasurementswill comply with the traceabilityprovisionsof the
Act;

(c) testprocedures,usedto determinethe amountof error in a measuring
instrument,to be specifiedin certificatesof approval. Uniform trade
measurementlegislationbeing introducedby the StatesandTerritories
requiresthe testproceduresbe specifiedsothat uniform testingis ensured
following the licensingof industrypersonnelto performinstrument
certification;

(d) theexaminationof measuringinstrumentsto ensurecompliancewith their
approvedpattern;

(e) clarification of Australia’sobligationsunderthe ‘Convention establishing
an internationalOrganisation of Legal Metrology’.



3.

Science and industry Research Act 1949

5. Section lOB of the Act dealswith the officeof Chief Executiveof CSIRO.
Subsection1OB(4) is a standardclauseenablinga decisionto bemadeaboutany
residualmatternot determinedby the RemunerationTribunal or prescribedby
regulation. Currentlegislativepracticeis to assign this residualdecision-makingrole to
the Ministeror theBoard of the Authority itself ratherthan the Governor-General.The
amendmentwill give the responsibilityto the Minister.

FiNANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

6. Continuationof the AutomotiveIndustry Authority will involve on-going annual
running costsof some$1.1 million to coveradministrativeexpensesand salariesand
$215,000annualpropertyoperatingexpenses.This level of funding is consistentwith
previousyears’ operationsand agreedwith theDepartmentof Finance.

7. Theamendmentsto theNational MeasurementAct 1960and the Scienceand
Industry ResearchAct 1949 haveno financial impact.
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NOTES ON INDIVIDUAL CLAUSES

PART I - PRELIMINARY

Clause 1; ShortTitle

8. Formal.

Clause2; Commencement

9. Theamendmentsto theAutomotive Industry Authority Act 1984, National
MeasurementAct 1960and Scienceand Industry ResearchAct 1949 will commenceon
theday on which the Act receivesRoyal Assent.

PART 2- AMENDMENT OF THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY
AUTHOR1TY ACT 1984

Clause3: Principal Act

10. Providesthat in this part, the “Principal Act” meansthe AutomotiveIndustry
Authority Act 1984.

Clause4; Terminationof the Act

11. Amendssection32 of thePrincipal Act to changethe terminationdatefrom 31
December19921031December2000.

PART 3 - AMENDMENTS OF THE NATIONAL MEASUREMENT ACT 1960

Clause5: Principal Act

12, Providesthat in this Part “Principal Act” meanstheNational MeasurementAct

Clause6; Interpretation

13. Insertsvariousdefinitionsnecessaryto give effectto the patterncomplianceand
certification processes.
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Clause7: Measurementsto beascertainedin accordancewith appropriatestandardsof
measurement,certified referencematerialsor certified measuringinstruments

14. Amendssection 10 of the Principal Act to encompasscertified referencematerials
and certified measuringinstrumentswithin the traceabilityhierarchy.

Clause8: Functionsof theCommission

IS. Insertsparagraph18(1)(ea) into thePrincipal Act, addingpatterncompliance
checking to the National StandardsCommission’sfunctions.

Clause9: Patternsof instruments

16. Omits sub-sectiont9A(5) of the Principal Act, dealingwith the specificationof
allowed amountsof error in certificatesconsequentupon the insertionof new section
I9AAA. Insertsnew sub-section19A(6A) which outlinesthe National Standards
Commission’sobligations iii respectof a specificationspublishedby the International
Organisatiunof Legal Metrulogy.

17. Effects otheramendmentsto section 19A to provide for thepatternapproval,
verification and certification of nieasuringinstrumentsusedfor legalpurposesother
than trade.

Clause10: Tolerancesand Measuringinstruments- accordancewith pattern

18. Insertsnew section I9AAA into thc Principal Act which providesfor regulations
allowing the inclusion of allowedamountsof errorand of testproceduresin certificates
of approval.

19. Also insertsnew section I9AAB which providesfor regulationssettingout
requirementsand proceduresfor approvedpatterns,who maycarry out proceduresin
relation to patternsand empoweringthe National StandardsCommissionto enter
premisesto removesamplemeasuringinstrumentsfor the purposeof examiningthe
measuringinstrumentfor compliancewith its pattern.

ClauseII: Regulations

20. Amendsscction20 of the Principal Act to provide for regulationsdealingwith
the certification of referencematerialsand measuringinstruments,the establishingof
certifying bodiesandthe issuingof certificates.
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PART4 - AMENDMENT OF THE SCIENCEAND INDUSTRY
RESEARCHACT 1949

Clause12: Principal Act

21. Providesthat in this part “Principal Act” meansthe Scienceand Industry

ResearchAct 1949.

Clause13: Appointmentof Chief ExecutiveOfficer elc.

22. Amendssection lOB of the Principal Act, which enablesa decisionto bemade
aboutany residualmatternot determinedby theRemunerationTribunal or prescribed
in regulations,by giving the decisionmaking powerto the Minister insteadof the
Governor-General.
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