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NORTHERN TER&ITORY {SELF-GOVERNMENT) BILL 1878

MOTES ON OLAUSES .

Preambls Sets out the constitutional authority for the
sreatior of the new political entity.

clause 1 Gives the short title of the Bill.

Provides for the Bill o come into operation
on 1 guly 1979. '

(3

{laysse

Clause 3 Repeals the Northern Terzitory (Administration)
2ot 1610 and subseguent amendments, In orger %o

eskablish an appronryiate framework of Covernment
L_TT__L_H———If—W I1 bs necessary £0 fe-enact, With mino¥
Fegtual changes, 8 subgstantial number o the
provisions of the re ealed AGL, 10 these notes
SUCHh DLOViSions are denoted by 8.

Clause 4 pafinitions.

Glauss & Formally establishes the Territory as a body
politie undezr the Crown by the nams of the
Northern Territory of Australia.

Clouse & F pefinss the legislative pows: hut does not vary
the power presently conferred on the Legislative
Assembly by the Northern rerritory (Administration)
Act 1910,

Clause 7 Existing assent provisiocn, modifisd g0 that the
naminisbrstsry will hava either to assent to or
withhold assent from proposed laws reglated o
mattera for which the Northern Territory hag
exeontive authority but will no longsr have the
further sletarnative, in thoze cases, of resexyving
for the Governor-General's pleasure. In the case
of proposed laws relating to matters in respect
of which the Northern Territory does not have
evecutive authority the Administrator may, upon
regeiving advice from the Commonwealth, assent,
wikhhold agsent or reéseyve the propossd laws. In
both cases the Administrator will still be ahl

. ko xebturn proposed laws to tha Legiclatrive |
Assenbly with recommended apendments, ard the
tovernor-General will still have power €2 dizallow,
within six months, sty enactment aggented L0 by
the Administrator. Ahy proposed law fovering a
mixture of transferr=d and aen—transforred matkers
ray be reserved for the covernor-General.
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clause $ 8 Provides for dealing with laws raserved for the
. Governor-Cengral’s pleasulé. The procedure

2

lazgely follows existing provisions.

Clause 9 §  Existing provigion eovering the power of the
Governor~General to disallow within six montha
of receiving the Administrator's assent.

Clausa 10 . Regquizres Yaason foy withholéing assent or Algw
allewanse to be laid before Legislative Assembly.

risuse 11 § Existing provision.

Tlause 12 Enghles the Legislative Assembly to make laws as
to its powers, privileges and imnunitiss zo as
not £o axcesd the POWRIS, privil=agea and
immunities of the FHouse of Repreosentatives as
apply at any tima.

Ciause 13 ne-createz the Legislative Assembly, and provides
for composition and slootoral arrangements £o be
the subject of Territory epackments, Sub-clauses
{4) and (5) requlre wlactoral divieioneg to
contain a nunber of elegiors not expaading, nor
faliing shert of the quota Ipumber of slackors
1vided by 'the number of nembars to be slected) by
more than one fifth, For saving and transitiecnal
provisions see Clauses 59 and 62.

clauses 14, =xisting provisions,
‘18 and 16 ¢

glause 17 gubeclause 2 provides that the maximum teym of
future Legislative Assemblies ghould he not More
than 4 years Lrom the date +he Asasmbly first
meets after & gensral alactien.

Criause 18 §  Existing provision.

Claves 19  Bstablishes the procedure for filling a casual
‘ vacancy in the office of a member of the
Legisiative Asgembly. tn keeping with Clause 17,
an amendment will be meved in the Committee siages
- to extend the perioed. during which this progedure
is to operate, to 3 Years and & months.

Clause 20 Establishgs‘qualifications for election ko ths
Legislative Assembly.



Clauze 21 P

Clause 22 @

Clause 23 #

Clause 24 F

Ciause 2%
and 26 ¥

fiagzeg 27
ro 304

Clause 31

Clause 32 3

Clauee 33 B
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Existing provision, but modifiad in relation 1o

. ile) = contains 3 gpecific raguirement for
sentence of imprisconment to have been

. given; :

. 2(b) - consistent with Clause 20{a), the words
epnstralian Citizen® are inaluded:

. 2{e} - changed arrangements regarding rampneration
and allowances;  and :

. 3 - substitution of parritory for
Commonwealth.

Existing provisics, modifisd o leave the ainimum
nunber of members necessacy to pegusst 4 moating
of the Legizlative Assembly, to be prescribad by
Teyrritory enactment, (For transitional provision
pefer to Glause 63).

Existing provision, medified Lo leave the
Lagislative assambly guorum number to be
pressgibed by Merritory snactmant. {Fow
transitional provision refer €0 Ciausze 64).

Redraft of existing provision covering electioh
and tenure of office of Speaker to achisve
greater clarity.

Buiating provisiong.
Exiszting provisions.

A general provision to ensure that thess having
executive and adminishtrative auwthority (the
Administrator, the Executive Coungil and the
Ministers) will have the gustomary anaillary
powers and Crown prerogatives assoelated with
the exersise of such authority.

Bpased on an existing provisisn but modified to
roflact the new nonstitutional situation:

. e Administrator's duby of adminiztering
the Government of the Terrltoxy iz no longer
specified as being “on behalf of the Conmon=
waalth":

. TPequires that.in carrying out the dutias of
hig office,. the aAdministrator shall also
have regard to powers and functions sonferred
by Territory law. (For saving provision
rafer to Clause 38) .

Existing provision, nodified to relate the rols
of the Executive counall to matiers for whigh
she Northern Territory has gxegutive
responsibility. (For gaving provision refay £0
Clause §0}. -
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Clause

34 g

35

Clauses 38

o 42 H

Part Vv

(Clauses 43~
.48)

Clauss

{lause
{lause
Clause

¢lacse

‘clause

Clause

Clzuse

Clapse.

43

44

45

&7
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Modifieation of existing provision to cover
change from executive member to Minister of

the Territory, The reguiremsnt for the
rdministratar te eensuli with the Ministers
{commonwealth) in creating Ministerial offices

has bean removed).

Provides for the wonferral of exscutive suthority
on the Northern Territory by way of Regualtion,

Existing provisions. (For eaving provisions
refer %0 Clauze 58).

This Part establiszhes the Nopthern Territery
Treasury. .

Definitions.

Confers on the Northern Tervitory the authority
to contrel its own public moneys.

-Provides for legislative control over the disposal

of publiec nmoneys.

Enables the Commonwealih to lend money To the
Terzitory.

Bnables -the Territory and Northern Territory
agthorities to borrow elsewhere with the approval
of the Commonwealth Treasurey. The Commonwealth
may gquarantes such borrowings and may regquire
indemnity from the Territory.

fnables the Commonwealth Auditor-Gengral o
audit the the accounts of the Territory.

Exiating provision.

pravides that:mnracquiéitiaﬂ in the Territory
by the Commonwealih andfor the Northern Territory
Government will be ©on just terms.

Ensures that Commonwealth Acts which bind the
States will egually hind the Territocy.

Sub Clause (1) is an existing provisicn. Sub-
Clause (2} ensuras that the Territory <an
legislate in respeot of internal trade and

T COTIMeroe.
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Clause 53 Sub=Clausas {1), (2) and (4} are existing
provisions. Sub-Clause (3} prevents the
foncilistion and Arbitration Commission (until
contrary legislation applies) fzom hearing and
determining gisputes, claims or matters which
are already within the provinee of gxiasting
Northern Territory arbitral tribunals. Sub=
Claugez (5) and (6} preclude the eraation ~ by
Territory law - of further industrial Tribunals
‘and establish the supericrity of the Coneiliation
.and Arbitration Act 13504.

clause 54 Ensplas the remuneration and allowances wf pembars
of the Legislative Assembly, Bxecutive Counaillors
and Territory Ministers to be provided for by
Territory legislation, and permit the Northarn
ferritory to use the Remuneration fribunal far
this purpose. (For transitional provision rafer
to Clause 63). :

Ciause 53 § Existing provision.

Park VII A new part covering transitional provisions.
Clasuse 56 Dafinitions.
Clause 57 Saving provision to ensure the continuance of

existing Terrikory laws.

Clauze 58 Saving provision to continue existing appointhents
0f Administrator, Acting Adaministrator and i
Deputy Administrater, ({(vide Clauses 32, 46 and 41},

Clause 59 Saving and transitional provision to cotpinge
' the poeasnt Legialavive Assembly in its sotaliey
pending a general slection and, until dealt with
by Territory enactment, its presasnt size. {vide

Clause 13).
Clause 60 Saving provision in rejation to actions of the -
foprmer Eneousive Council. {vids Clauss 23;.
Clause 61 Seneral saving provision in relation to actions

under the repealad Act.

Clause 62 Transitional provision to continue in ferce :
- existing arrangements covering electoral Aistricke, -
distribution and electoral procedures, until
dealt with by Territory senagtment, or the date
of the second generzl elaction. of members of the
Legislative Assembly after the commenging date
£ this legislation. {vide Clause 13}



Clause

Clause

Clauss

Clause

clause

Clayse

Clause

63

g3

66

67

68

58

;s“

Pransitional provision to continue in force the
existing provision for requesting a meeting of
the Legislative Assembly, until dealt with by
Territory enactment. (vide Clause 22).

Transitional provision to econtinue in force
existing Legislative Assembly guorum, until
dealt with by Territory enastment. {vide Clause 23).

Transitional provision to continue remuneration
and =1lowances of members of the Legislative
Asgembly,  Exesutive Councillers and Ministers
(Exacutive Members) as in force immedistely
befora 1/7/78, until dsalt with by Tferritory
gnacktment (Clause 54).

Transitional provision to cover any

ordinances awaiting assent at 1/7/78.

saving provision with respect to refersnces
in okher laws to the Legislative Agsanbly, the

 Executive Council, Ordinances and office holdexs

gnder the repasaled Aot.

Continuance of certain miscsllansous provisions

of the repsaled Aet; these are mainly historical

and asspciared with the 1926-1931 pericd when -
separate teyritorias of Cantral Aunstralia and

North Australia, and a Horth Zustralia Commission
existed. -

. #pawmsfers the bosic revsrsiopary intarest

in all land in the Territory from the {rown
in right of the Commonwealth to the Crown in
right of the Territory. :

. fMransfers to the Crown in vight of Lhe Territory.
the Crown's resaerved rights to all miserals,
oeher than uranium and prescribed subsiancsa
under the Atomie Energy Ack.

. Transfers to the Northern Territory Government
the real and personal properzty and intarssts
of the Commonwealth held in relation to
trancfarred matters, on such.terms and conditions
as may be agresd betwesh the Commonwealth and
the Territory. :
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rrovides for the commonwealth to reacquire

¢lanse 70

clauss 71

Y

Clauss 72
Glause 73
Clauss 74

Ciause 75

Sehedule L

Sghedule 2

Scheduls 3 o

within a peried of twelve months land and
interests therein sssociated with non-transferred
or Pederal matters without having to pay
compensation to the rerritory Sovernment.

provides & shatuery procsdure vhersby the
Territory may be substituted for the Commonwealth

.in existing contracts related o¥ incidental to

transferred matters.

A general iademaity Zron she Commonwealth to the
Perritory covering suits relating to astions of
the Commonwealili hefore executive authority for
2 matter transfers to the Texritory.

Saving provision ensuring the validity of
existing ordinanees.

A gensral provision opvering sgency arrangemnsuts

between the Commonwealth and Northern Tarritory
Sovarnmants .

Additional regulation making power (effective
antil 30 June 1379) in respsct of matters
arizing out of or sonnected with the repesl
of the previous Act. ' .

Ligts the,rgpealed Aats.,

Form of oath and affirmation referred fo in
Clauses 13 and 42,

& EBxisting provisicns.
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