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PRIVACY AMENDMENT BU.L 1993

OUTLINE

This Bill provides for amendmentsto the PrivacyAct to ensure that the
operation of the Privacy Act doespot obstruct Members and Senatorsin
the performance of their duties as Members.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The Bill is not expectedto have any impact on Commonwealth revenue
or expenditure.

NOTESON CLAUSES

Cause1: Shorttitle
Provides for the citation of the Act.

Cause2: Commencement
Provides for the Act to commenceupon Royal Assent.

CauseS:Interpretation
Inserts a definition of “Member of Parliament” in the Principal Act.

Cause4: Information PrivacyPrinciples
This clauseamends section 14 of the Privacy Act. Information Privacy
Principle 10 would be amended. Proposed paragraph (ba) would allow
the use of information where a record keeper believed on reasonable

poundsthat the useof the information wasneededto assista Member of
IParliament in the performance of the Member’s duties as a Member.



Similarly, InformationPrivacyPrinciple11 wouldbeamended,byproposed
paragraph (ca), to allow the disclosureof information wherea record
keeperbelieved on reasonablegroundsthat theinformationwasneeded
to assist a Member in the performanceof the Member’s duties as a
Member.

Cause5: Commissionerto haveregardto certainmatters
Clause5 would amendsection29 ofthePrivacyAct. Thissectionprovides
for the PrivacyCommissionerto haveregardto certain mattersin the
performanceof hisor herduties. Proposedparagraph(ab) would insert
arequirementfor regardto behadto thelegitimateinterestsof Members
of Parliamentin theperformanceof their dutiesasMembers.

Cause6: Powerto obtaininformationanddocuments
Section44 of the PrivacyAct gives the Commissionerpowersto obtain
information and documents. Clause6 would provide that suchactions
could not betakenin respectof a Meml~rof Parliament.

Cause7: Directionsto personsto attendcompulsoryconference
Section46 of the Privacy Act gives the Privacy CommissionerpowerU

direct complainantsandrespondents,andany otherperson,to attend
conference. Clause7 would provide that sucha direction could not b
given to a Member.

Cause8: PrivacyAdvisory Committee- establishmentandmembership
Section82 of the PrivacyAct providesfor theestablishmentof aPrivac
Advisory Committee. It is proposedto increasethesize ofthecommittet
andto allow aMemberof eachHouseto beappointedto thecommittee

Cause9: Obligationsof confidence- Applicationof Part
This clauseprovidesthat the provisionsof Part VIII of the PrivacyAc
(which dealswith obligationsof confidence)do not applyin respectof th~
disclosure of information where that disclosure has been made by
confidantin the belief,on reasonablegrounds,thatthedisclosureis or wal
neededto assistaMemberin theperformanceof theMember’sduties
a Member.


