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frroduction
s Bill providesz for a number of machinery arrangemants
Wepssary to cover the aholition of the Postmaster-General's
ppgpartment and the establishment of the Australian Postal
;{*hission and the Australian Telecommunications Commisaion,

Comnissions are empowered to continue the provision of
tices and other work already commenced. Preparatoxy
shgements by the Commissiong such as the determination of
ges, croation of positions, the submission of estimates
the Minister and the making of By-Laws are provided for

itions affecting staff such as allocation of officers,
ervation of current action on appointments, promotions
promotions appesals, leava including special leave to
Y organisations and furlough are set out in the Bill.

Bill preserves the rights of officers of the Pogtmaster-
ral's Department and other Departments whose promotions
position in the Postmaster-General's Department or
ilgewhere in the Public Service have not beon finalised by
whiily 1975, Associated appeal rights are also preserved.

iphority to continue deductions from salary is provided in
& Ril1l1.

‘Minister will submit an annual report, balance sheets
financial statements on the operations ¢f the Postmaster-
ral's Department for the vear ended 30 June 1875,

%ﬁﬁdules to the Bill list. Acts to be repealed or amended.

Lty

i the Telecommunications Commission will continue to
orm certain work on beahalf of the Australian Broad
ing Commission,

dment of the Social Services and Repatriation Acts will
that the Minister will, in considering tariffs, make
opriate arrangements with the Telecommunications Commission
continue concessions to pensioners, with consequential
imbursement of revenue to the Commission under Clause 12

:the Telecommunications Bill.

W consequence of amendment of the Broadcasting and Television



CLAUSE BY CLAUSE

PART ] - PRELIMINARY
Clause 1 Citation of Act.

Clause 2 Provides that parte of the Act shall
cofe into operation from a date to be
proclaimed, the balance from date of
Royal Assent.

Clausé 3 Provides a 1list of definitions and
interpretations,

PART II - REPEAL AND SAVINGS

Clause 4 ' Provides that the Acts specified in
Schedule 1 are to be Yepealed,

Clause 5 Provides that any mail in transit on
commencing day shall become the Property
of the Commission and ali postal charges
not pre-paid shall become dua to the
Australian Postal Commission at the
rates applicable on the day they were
pogted,

Clause 6 Provides that any arrangements made
previously in respoct of credit facilitiey
for postal charges shall be deemed to
have been made with the Australian
Postal Commisgion,

Clause 7 Provides that postage stamps sold before
commencing day are valid for the purposes
of carriage of mail by the Ausgtraliap
Postal Commigsion.

Clause 8 Provides that meney orders and postal
oxders issued under the Post and Tele-
graph Act shall be valid and will be
Honoured by the Augtralian Postal
Commission,

Moneys in the Money Order Account of the
Postmaster-General'g Department shall be
‘vested in the Postal Commission and, of
that amount, those portions applicable
to telecommunications services shall be
transferred by the Postal Commission to
the Telecommunications Commisgsion,

Any moneys held on behalf of another
. Department etc. shall be dealt with in
accordance with the direction of that
Department. :
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Any amounts held in excess of one year
immediately bafore commencing day are to
be paid by the Postal Commission into
its Unclaimed Moneys Fund.

Provides that all telegraph transactions
initiated prior to commencing day will
be completed by the Telecommunications
Commission which will be entitled to the
possession of all telegrams in transit
on commencing day. :

Provides that authority to erect end
maintain lines given under the Post and
Telegraph Act shall hold geod after
commencing day, with provision for the
Telecommunications Commission to modify
the arrangements to permit continued
operation of the authority,

Where an authority was not granted for

a spocified period, eithor the Commission
or the person holding the authority may
torminate it by giving net less than 12
months notice in writing..

Provides that the Telecommunications
Commission may recover the costs of any
wark done by the Postmaster-Generzl's
Department before commencing day, may
institute proceedings in respeot of
caompensation for such woyrk and wili
substitute for the Department in any
ongoing legal proceedings.

Any security for the payment of moneys
in this context shall be transforred to
the Telecommunications Commissiow and
held by the Commission for that purpose.

Provides that any proceedings in respect
of damage to proporty which are current

on commencing day will be token ovar in
all respects by the appropriate Commission,

A Commission may also institute proceedings
in respeat of damage done before commencing
day to property veasted in the Commission.

Provides that charges for hoth postal
and telecommunications services, which
applied before commencing day, will
continue to apply until the appropriate
Commission makes & determimation, in
accordance with its Act, to set its own
charges.,



PART IIT - PREPARATORY ARRANGEMENTS

Clause 14

PART IV - STAFF

Clause 15

Clause 156

Clause 17

Clause 18

Provides that. after Assent to thigs Agt,

but before the commencing day, both
Commissions may take action te determine
charges, create positions, submit estimates.:
to the Minister and make by=~laws in
readinesgs for commencing. day.

Provides that references to bersons who
were officers of the Australian Public
Service, on the relevant date (fixed by
the Minister, being a date before - but
not more than 14 days before - commenaing
day) do not include rersons who ceaged
duty ‘on those days.

Provides that, after considering thae
advice of both Commigsions, the Minister
shall determine in writing which officers
of the Postmaster—General's Department
(including unattached officers) will be
appointed to each of the Commisgions.

Those officers shall then be decmed to
have been appointed o the appropriate
Commigsion on commencing day.

Provides that each Commissjon ghall
appoint each officer of its Commisgion
to a position in its Service or determine
& clagsification at which the officer is
to be employed. :

No cfficer is to he appointed at a
classification or “alary less than that
applicable to him immediately before
commencing day.

Where an officer was acting in & higher
position and in regeipt of an allowance
for 12 wonths continuously immediately
prior to commencing day and is employed
in a position having a salary lower than
that higher position, he ghall be paid
an allowance equal to the difference
between the two rositions for 6 months
or as long as hea {s employed at the
lower clamsification, whichever ig less.

Provides that a Person appointed to a
Commission under this Part shall be
deemed +o have been appointed withont
probation,
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However any probation being served at
commencing day will continue and service
prior to commencing day is to count as
$ervice in the appropriazte Commission,

Provides that where, on commencing day,
action to promote any officer to a
vacancy in the Postmaster-Ganeral's
Department ig in proc¢ess, the Minister
shall, after taking advice from the
appropriate Commission, declare whether
the promotion is.to have affect in
relation to either Commission.

-The Clause praserves the promotion ang

promotions appeal processes,

Provides that, until 30 June 1980,
either Commission may promote an olficer
from the service of the other Commission
and may trangfer an officer with the
concurrence of the othar Commission.

The seniority of such officers i1s to be
the seniority they would have had, had
they been officers of the Commission to
which they are promoted,

Makes provision for a person who, on
commencing day, has been promoted from
the Postmaster-General's Department to
another Department or had the right of
appeal in respect of a promotion made
before commencing day.

Such promotees or appellanis, are Lo be
treated as though they had remained
officers of the Australian Fubllic Servics
up to the time the promotion s confirwed,
lrrespective of action taken under

Clause 16.

Provides that a person who i8, on commencing
day, performing duties with a Lody other
than the Postmaster-General's Department
shall continue in those dutica and shall

be deemed to be on leave of ghsence

without pay, until he cemges to perform
thesc duties, granted by the Commission

tOo which he was deemed to- have becn
appointed. ‘

On termination of the leave of absence

‘the officer is to be employed in the

Sexvice of the Commission at a classifisation
determined by the Commission, having

regard to his service pricr to carrying

out the special duties and the period

during which he performed those duties.
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Provides that the Commissions shall,
before commencing day, jointly determine
the Service of each Commission in which
temporary or exempt employses of the
Postmaster-General's NDepartment shall be
placed,

This action will apply only to those
amployees who were employed by the
Postmaster~General's Department on the
day immediatély before commericing day,
Such persons cease to be temporary or
exempt employees under the Public
Service Act on commencing day.

Provides that accrued recreatjon, sick
and other leave c¢redits shall be retained
by persons who were cmployed in the
Australian Public Sorvice immediately
prior t¢o commencing day.

Provides that where 2 person is granted
leave prior to eommeneing day, which
expires after commencing day, the leave
is deemed to have been approved by the
Commission concerned and any salary or
allowances in respect of that loave is
deemed to have been be paid by the
Commission.

Frovides that any attachment to salary
oparating under the Public Service Act

prior to ¢ommencing day shall carry over

and remain in force after commencing day

as though the action had been taken

under the appropriate Commission legislation.

Provides that officers subject to
disciplinary action prior to commencing
day may be dealt with by the appropriate
Commisslon after commencing day undes
the applicable diseiplinary provisions
as though the offence had occurred under
the Commission legislation,

No officer may be punished twice in
regpect of the same offence.

Provides that where perseons have been
reinstated on or after commencing ‘day by
an Appeal Board under the provisions of
the Public Service Act, following a
dismissal prior to commencing day, that
berson shall be cmployed in one of the
Commissions as the Minister deotermines,
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Clause 29

Clause 30

Clause 31

Provides that the agsetg of the Postmaster-
General's Department are to be transferred
to the appropriate Commisgion on commencing
day or as soon ag practicable thereafter,

The Commissions pecome responsible for
all charges and obligations associated
with the transferred asgets or otherwisze
connected with the provision of the
appropriate services, They will also
indemnify Australia thereafter against
all claims, charges etc, relating to the
assets and provision of services,

Certificates as to the transfer of
specified assets, specified debts,
liapilities or obligationg, shall be
issued by an #authorised officer where
the need for such a certificate jisg
satisfactorily proven to the authoriscd
officer.

Provides that the Telecommunications
Commission shall pay to Australia, as

the Treasuter determines, asuch amountsg

a8 should be repaid as future liabilities
of the Commigsion in respect of super-
annuation for persons who were amployed
in connection with Post office services
before commencing day.

Provides that all telecommunications
services and permits to operate services
provided prior te commencing day will be
continued aftor commencing day as though
they had been initiated by the Australian
Telecommunications Commission,

All financial arrangements and chargesg
in respect of thosc services will likewise
continue.

Similarly all service and Elnanedal
arrangaements in force in raspect of
bostal services will be decmed” to have
been made by the Australian Tosta)
Commission,

Frovides that thé Minister shall prepare
reports and financial etatements for i{he
year ending 30 June 1975 as soon as
practicable after commencing day, with
the assistance, as necessary, of both
Commissions in respect of operations of
the Postmasgter~General's Department in
that year.
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Provides that in any declaration of .
trust entered into hefore commencing day
a reference to a holder of office in tha
Fostmaster-General's Departmaent ghall,
after commencing day, be read as a
reference to the Minister.

Provides that the Minister and the
Commissions may dalegato any or all of
their powers under this act.

Empowers the Commissions to make hy-laws

under this aAct.

Provides that authorities given for
deductions from salary before commencing
day will continue in force,

Provides for the.continuation of unconmpleted
arbitration hearings under the Public
Service Arbitration Act beyond commencing
day.

Provides continuity in the matter of
non~disclosure by staff of the contents
of lLelecommunications Mmessades. .

Provides that certain Acts specified in
Schedule 2 are amended as gpecified in
that Schedule,

Provides that each Commission shall

comply with directions made under the
Bankyuptey Act, the torece of which

continue beyond conmencing day, insofar

as they apply to services of the Commission.

lhe Mustralian Telecommunications Commiggion
shall be kept indemnified against any

action, claim or demaud under the Broadcasting
and Television Act against which the
Postmaster-General would have been
indemnified, ‘ :

Provides for amendment to the eitation
of certain Acts specified in Schedule 3.

Empowers the Governor-teneral to make
regulations not inconsistent with the Act,





