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PRAWN EXPORT CHARGE BILL 1994

GENERALOUTLINE

1. The prawn sectorisan importantcomponentof the Australianfishing industry,
providingasignificantinput to anumberof regionaleconomies.However,oversome
years,marketshareandearningshave beenerodedthroughdirectcompetitionin overseas
markets from aquaculturedprawns.

2. Faced with thesepressures,the prawn industry hassoughtCommonwealth
Government assistancein working to increasethe export value of Australian sea-caught
prawns, especiallythosesoldon theJapanesemarket.

3. The industry hasdevelopeda promotional strategyinvolving innovative marketing
to differentiateAustralian sea-caughtprawnsfrom the overseasfarmedproduct.

4. The Government hasagreedto collectfunds for the schemeby meansof alevy
andcharge similar to thoseimposedin respectof various other primaryindustry
products. As oneof thesemeasures,the Prawn Export ChargeBill imposesa chargeon
exportsof sea-caughtAustralian prawnsto finance thepromotion of the product in
overseasmarkets.

FINANCIAL IMPACFSTATEMENT

5. The promotion will befundedonly by this charge andthe related prawn boatlevy.
As all expenditure,including administration, will be funded from thesecollections,the
proposalwill have no impact on the CommonwealthBudget.
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NOTES ON INDWIDUAL CLAUSES

Clause1: Short title

6. This clauseprovides for the Act to be calledthe Prawn ExportChargeAct 1994.

Clause2: Commencement

7. This clauseenablesthe Act to comeinto effecton the samedayasthe Prawn Boat

Levy Act 1994.This is becausethe two Acts will be complementary.

Clause3: Interpretation

8. Sub-clause3(1) makesit clear that words usedbut not defined in thisBill but
definedin the Prawn ExportPromotion Bill will have the samemeaningasin the latter
BilL
9. Sub-clause3(2) provides that, for the purposesof this Bill, the prescribed

industry organisation is the sameasthat defined in the Prawn Export Promotion Bill.

Clause4: Imposition of charge

10. Thisclauseimposesthe prawn export chargeon sea-caughtprawns, partsof sea-
caughtprawn (eg tails) andsea-caughtprawn products (egcannedfood containing sea-
caughtprawns) exportedfrom Australia.

Clause5: Rateof charge

11. This clauseprovides for the amountofchargepayableto be prescribed by
regulation, to a maximum of 10 centsperkilogram. There isno differentiation in the
amountof chargepayableperunit weight in respectof wholeprawns andparts of
prawns.

Clause6: Personliable to pay charge

12. This clausespecifiesthat the personliable to pay the chargeis the exporter of the
prawns, parts of prawns or prawn products. The prawn boat operator or processor
cannotbecomeliable to pay the chargeunlessthat personis alsothe exporter.

Clause7: Regulations

13. Sub-clause7(1) enablestheGovernor-General to make regulations prescribing the
amount of charge.

14. Sub-clause7(2) provides that, if regulations prescribing a newcharge amountare
proposed,any recommendationabout theproposedregulations madeto the Minister by
the prescribed industry organisationmust beconsideredby the Governor-General.

15. Sub-clause7(3) requiresthe prescribedindustry organisation to obtain approval
from its immediatelyprecedingannualgeneralmeetingabout any recommendation it
makesto the Minister about the rateof charge.
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