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OUTLINE

The purpose of this Bill is to permit the registration

of deaths abroad ofAustralian citizens, Australian residents,

and recipients of Australian pensions, allowances and

benefits. The deaths of persons on Australian ships and

aircraft, and of persons who die on ships or aircraft

travellfng to or from Australia may also be registered in cases

where such .registration is not currently provided for in State

or Territory legislation. . 4
The absence o~ legislation to register such deaths

creates difficulties for the personal representatives of

deceasedAustralians attempting to settle estates, inhibits 4
Australia conforming to certain international practices and

allows scope for abuse of passports and sociaL security

provisions. In addition, the AustraLian Bureau of Statistics

requires information on Australian cAtizens and residents who

die overseas to provide more complete data in areas such as

population predic’ti ons.

This BiLL establishes a Register of Deaths Abroad and

provides for the appointment of a Registrar. It is expected

that the Registrar wiLl operate under the authority of the

A.C.T.. Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages and that the

Register of Deaths Abroad wiLl be maintained by the A.C.T.

Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages.

Only deaths which cannot be registered in any other

AustraLian jurisdiction may be registered in the Register of

Deaths Abroad. Deaths registered in an overseas country may

aLso be registered in the Register of Deaths Abroad.
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