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STATES GRANES (SCHOOLS ASSISTANCE) AMEADMENT BILL 1985

GEHERAL QUTLINE OF BILL

The purpose of the 8ill is to -

1. Supplement existing financial provisions relating to the 1985
calendar year to take into account increases in price levels,

2. Extend asnual programs to the 1986 calendar year and provide
financial aliocations in respect of these programs in 1986.

3. Provide for the transfer of certain early special education
responsipilities from the Department of Community 3ervices to the
Commonwealth 3chools Commission. Tnese involve the inclusion of national
elements of $2.7m in the capital grants program and $12.8m in the special
aducation at non-gevernment schools proJraim.

4. Provide for the Government's policy on new non-government schools.
Tne Minister announced details of the policy in Parliament on 21 March
1985 and stated that legisiation would be introduced to implement it.
All affected scnoois and proposed schools wWwere notified at that time of
any effect the changes would nave,

Financial Impact

The Bili appropriates an estimated 31,495m for schools programs in
caiendar year 1985, consisting of $1,081m for general recurrent grants,
32i0m for capital dgrants and $204m for specific purpose grants. The Bill
also appropriates a further 314m for 1985 programs for price increases in
line with retrospective cost supplementation arrangements. This vrings
tetal funding for 1985 programs to an estimated $1,450m.






NOTES ON CLAUSES
Clause 1
Short title.
Ciause 2
act commences generally upon Royal Assent.
Clauses 3 - 5

Amend sactions 3 - 5. The main purpose is to provide formal changes to
conticue existing provisions to 1986. Formal provision is also made for
the pew schools policy.

Cliause &

Amends section 6, List of systemic schools and list of approved school
systems, to continue provision for new schools which commenced in 1985 or
which relocated or provided a new level of education in 1385. HNo change
in policy is involved.

Cilause 7

inserts new sections, 6A and 68, to effect government policy on new
non-government systemic schools, a new section 6C to continue eristing
policies with respect to existing systems and schools already on the list
and a new formal section 6D. Detailed provisions are -

Section 6A. New non-goverament systemic schools, &&. - 1986 and
subseguent Years

(1) For systemic schools proposing to relocate or provide a new level
of education from 1986, or amalgamate, separate, change ko or from a
single sex school or to or from a boarding school from 1987, systems
shall give specified notice.

{2} 1f sucnh notice is not given the Minister may specify or vary the
maximum number of students for the school.

{3} Where such notice is received the Minister shall provisionally
approve the proposed change or, if not satisfied that the changes should
be so appreved, invite the system to make submissions.

(4) Whoere submissions are so invited they shall be considered py the
Minister, who shall then provisionally approve the propesed change or
inform the system that she is not satisfied that the change sheuld bae s0
approved.

(5 The Minister shall provisionally approve a proposed chande if
satisfied that no significant increase or alteration to the clientele of
the school is involved.



2.

{&) The Minister shall not provisicnally approve a proposed change
unless satisfied tnat the initial eligioility criteria are met.

(7 such initial eligibility criteria are -

(a),for changes in location, tne change nas reasonable prospects
of peing recognized oy the State

(b} for cnanges in level, tne cnange has reasonable prospects of
beiny recoynized oy the State and reasonable prospects of
naving the minimum acceptanle number of students Eor the new
level

{c) for all changes, tne school has reasonavle prospects of
financial viaoility

{d) for all changes, government and non-government eduecation
authorities in tne State have beea given notice.

(3} 1n deciding whetaer to approve provisionally a proposed cnange the
Minister shall have regard to -

(a) plans for future education, potn goverament and
nen-government, in the 3tate and the locality

(b} characteristics of tne locality regarding the provision af
education

{c) priority that the propesed change should pe accorded for
Commonwealtn funding.

(9) If the school relocates after tne Minister has informad the system
Lhat she is not satisfied tne proposed cnange should ve prtovisionally
approved, the Minister may remove the school from the list. If thne
school has been provisionally approved the Hinister shall include Ethe
school on the list in respect of the change if satisfied that the
relocated school has been recogaized by the State Minister.

{10} If a school has proposed to initiate a cnange in location in 19846,
1987 or 1988 and has peen provisionally approved, the Minister snall not
include it on the list in respect of the change after the eiplration of
that year unless satisfied that exceptional circumstances exist.

(11) If a school changes a level after the Minister has infarmed the
system that the change is provisionally approved, the Minister shall
include the school on the list in respect of the change 1f satisfied that
the new level has peen recognized by the State Minister and the school
has the minimum acceptable number of students.

{(12) If a school has proposed te initiate a cnange in level in 1946,
1987 or 1Y88 and the change has been provisionally approved, the Minister
shall not include it on the list in respect of the tne change after the
expiration of that year unless sacisfied that exceptional circumstances
efist.



{13} In respect of -
(1) new schools not on the list

{(ii) existing schools on the list for one level put not for another
level, where the school is providing education at that otaer
level

(iii} existing schools on tne list for a2 particular location out not
for another location, wnere the school 1s providing education
at Enat other location;

Jnich seek financial assistance for tne scnool or for tne other leval or
location to commence between 1986 and 1990 systems snall give specified
notice.

(14) where such notice is received the Minister shall provisioaally
approve tne new scaool or, if not satisfied that it snould pe so
approved, iavite the system to make sSuDNlsSsions.

(15} Where submissions are so iavited they snall pe considered by tne
Minister, who shall then previsiconally approve the new scnool or inform
tne system that she 1s not satisfied tnat the cnange should pe so
approved.

{16} The Minister spalil not pgrovisioaally approve tne new scnool unless
it meets the initial eligioility criteria.

{17} Sucnh initial eligipility criteria are -
(a) the new scnool nas teascnable prospects of peing recognized oy
the 3tate, of having the minimum acceptable anumecer of students

and of financial viaoiliity

(o) government and non-government educatioca autnorities in tne
state nave peen diven notice.

{1d) In deciding whetner Lo approve provisionally a new school tne
Minister shall have regard to -

(a) plans for future education, votn government aad
non-goverament, in the state and the locality

{p) characteristics of tne locality regarding the provision of
education

{¢} priority that tne proposed change snould pe accorded for
Commonwealth funding.
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(19) after az new school has beesn provisionally approved che Minister
snall include tne scnool on the iist 1f satlsfied that the ned scnool nas
been recognized by the state, 1s not conducted for profic and has tne
miniaum acceptable aunper of studeats,

{20} If a nes scnool nas proposed Eo coamence i a year betdeen L¥de
and 1990 and nas been provisionally approved, the Minister snall not
include it on the list after tne expiratioa of tnat year udnless sacisiied
that exceptional clrcumstances exist.

(21} Minister snall give notice to the system of variations of tae list
and of provisional approvals.

saction 63. don-ygoverasent systemic scnoels - funding to a plan

(1} Minister may specify or vary a maximum aumper of students for a
school after provisionally approving an amalgamation, separation or
cnange to or from a single sex scaocol or to or feom a ooarding scnool, or
wnen varying the list following any otner provisional approval or after
finally informing the system tnat she 13 not satisfied tne school snould
pe provisionally approved.

(2} Wnere the Minister 8o specifies or varies a maximdil ndmoer in
relation co a cnange proposed for a particular year and tne ¢nange is not
made by the and of that vear, HMinister may agaln vary the maximum nuabar
or omitc it.

(3) System may rejuest Minister to lncceass the maxloum nuwoet of
enrgliments specified in respect of a scnool on ktne Llist oy notice in
writing not lacer than 2 years oefore tne yedar for #nicn tne ¢pnaanges is
rejuested.

(4} Wwnere Miniskter receives sdcn adtice sne snhnall increase tne maximum
numper or inform cthe systen she 13 not satisfied sucn an lncrease snould
pe made and iavite supmissions from Lhe systenm.

(5) Wnere supmissions are so invited they snall ope considered by tne
Minister who snall then increase the MAXLiMum ndmoer or inform the system
she i35 not satisfied tnoe increase snould pe made.

16) Minister will increase the maximum naumoer of students LE satisfied
tnis will not invalve or lead to a signiflcanet increas3e or alteration to
che clientele of the school.

(7) Minister Will not increase the maximum number unle3s satisfied
tnat government and non-government education autnorities in tne state
have besen given noklce of the prowoosed Lncreasa.
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(8} In deciding whetner to increase the majimum aumper of students tne
Minister snhall rave regard to -

{a) plans for future education, both goverament and
non-government, in the sState and locality

{b) cnaracteristics of the locality regarding tne provision of
aeducacion

{e) prioricy tnat tne progosed increase snould oe accorded for
Commonwealth funding.

{93 Minister snall give notice to the system of any variation of the
list under thls section.

8C. don-government systemic scheools - variation of Llisk, sc.

Phig section restates the maintenance of effort provisions in tne
existing legislation. wNo change ia policy is involved.

6. List of approved school systems

Formal restatement of exXisting position wito cespect ko funding lavel of
systems. o cndnge Ln policy 15 involved.

Clause &

Amands section ¥, List of non-systemic scaools, to continye provision For
new scnoocls wnicn commenced in 1985 or whicn relocated or provided a new
leval of eduocation in 1985. oo crnange in policy is involved.

Clause ¥

Inserts new sections, TA and 78, to effect goverament policy On new
non-government non-systemic schools and a new segtion FU to continue
existing policies wikn respect Lo eXxisting schools already oa tne list.
fnese provisions exactly parallel proposed sections 6A, w8 and 6C, the
only difference being that the Minister must Jdetermine a level of
funding, having regard to the need for sucn assistance, of new
non-systemic scnools placed on the list (sub-sections 7& {21} and {22)
tefer). There is no need for such a provision «#ith respect to systemic
schools pecause the level of funding for btne nes school «#ill be tnab of
the system. Conversely, there is no reguirement for z parallel section
6D Wwith respect Lo non-systemic Schools.

Clause Ly

Repeals section 8, Movement of schools bpetween lists, the provisions of
whicn are now i1ncluded ia tnese celating to new pon-government scnools.



Clauge 11

Amends section 9, Grants for building projects and eJuipment projects in
connection with govearnment schools, by extending the program to 1986 and
py providing a single aggregate amount for each State ratner tnan a
numper of elements.

Clause 12

Amends sectioa 10, Limits on grants under section ¥, oy extending the
financial provisions of section 3 to 1986.

Clause 13
Corrects a reference,

Clauses 14 - 22

Continue existing programs to 1986. No policy changes are made.
Clause 23

Amends section 25, Approval of building projects and eJuipment projects
in connection with non-government schools and non-government centres, by -

(a) extending the program to 1%38§

(b) providing a national allocation for handicapped cnildren in
scnoouls or ceatres

(c) providing a single aggregate amouat £o¢ eacn State raktner than
a numper of elements,

Clauges 24 and 25

Hake amendments conseguent upon the changes to seckion 25.
Clause J2&

Clarifies the formal payment provisions with respect to general recurrent
granta for non-government schools on tne list of systemic schools.

Clauses 27 and 28

Forimal provisions to implement funding to a plan in tne new
non-government schools policy. New sections 28A and 238 apply to
systemic gcheools and new asections 29A and 293 to aystemic schools,



Clauses 29 - &l

Continue existing programg to 19d6. The only changes are the inclusion
of a national element within the special educavion at non-goverament
gchools provisions (Clauses J8 and 19 refer) and financial provisions
with respect to early special education joint programs which are brought
into line with paralliel provisions for govearnment sc¢hocls (Clause 53 in
raspect ¢f section 70 refers}).

Clausge $2

Substitutes new financial scnadules to extend programs to 1986 and to
provide for increases in price levels.

Clauses $3 and 64

Procedural only.


















