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STArES GRANTS (SCHOOLS ASSISTANCE) AMENDMENTBILL 1985

- GENERALOUTLINE OF BILL

The purpose of the Bill us to —

1. supplement existing financial provisions relating to the 1985
calendar year to take into account increases in price levels.

2. Extend annual programs to the 1986 calendar year and provide

financial allocations in respect of these programs in 1986.

3. Provide for the transfer of certain early special education
responsioilit icE from the Department of Community Services to the
Common4ealth Schools Commission. Tnese involve the inclusion of national
elements of $2.lm in the capital grants program and $l2.Sm in tne special
education at non-government schools proyram.

4. Provide for the Government’s policy on new non-government schools.
fne Minister announced detaiis of the policy in Parliament on 21 March
1985 and stated that legislation would be introduced to implement it.
All affected scnoois and proposed schools were notified at that time of
any effect the changes would nave.

Financial Impact

The Bill appropriates an estimated 41,495cR for schools programs in
calendar year 1986, consisting of $l.O8lm for general recurrent grants,
$2lUm for capital grants and $204m for specific purpose grants. The Sill
also appropriates a further $l4m for 1985 programs for price increases in
line with retrospective cost supplementation arrangements. This orings
total funding for 1985 programs to an estimated $i,450m.
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NOTES ON CLAUSES

Clause I

Short title.

Clause 2

Act commences generally upon Royal Assent.

Clauses 3 — 5

Amend .~ctions 3 — 5. The main purpose is to provide formal changes to
continue existing provisions to 1986. Formal provision is also made for
the new schools policy.

Clause 6

Amends section 6, List of systemic schools and list of approved school
systems, to continue provision for new schools which commenced in 1985 or
which relocated or provided a new level of education in 1985. No change
in policy is involved.

Clause 7

Inserts new sections, 6A and 68, to effect government policy on new
non-government systemic schools, a new section SC to continue existing
policies with respect to existing systems and schools already on the list
and a new formal section 60. Detailed provisions are —

section 6A. New non-government systemic schools, &c. - 1986 and

subsequent years

(I) For systemic schools proposing to relocate or provide a new level
of education from 1986, or amalgamate, separate, change to or from a
single sex school or to or from a hoarding scnool from i987, systems
shall give specified notice.

(2) If sucn notice is not given the Minister may specify or vary the
maximum number of students for the school.

(3) Where such notice is received the Minister shall provisionally
approve the proposed change or, if not satisfied that the changes should
be so approved, invite the system to make submissions.

(4) Where submissions are so invited they shall be considered oy the
Minister, who shall then provisionally approve the proposed change or
inform the system that she is not satisfied that the change should be so
approved.

(5) ‘The Minister shall provisionally approve a proposed change if
satisfied that no significant increase or alteration to the clientele of
the school is involved.
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(6) The Minister shall not provisionally approve a proposed cnange
unless satisfied tnat the initial e.Ligioility criteria are met.

(1) Sucn initial eiigioility criteria are —

(a),for changes in location, tna cnange has reasonanle prospects
of oeing recognized oy the State

(b) for manges in level, tne mange nas reasonable prospects of
being recognized oy the State and reasonable prospects of
naving the .tinimus acceptable number of students for the new
level

Cc) for all changes, toe school nas reasonaole prospects of
financial viaoiiity

Cd) for all changes, government and non—government education
authorities in the State have beea given notice.

(8) In deciding whetner to approve provisionally a proposed cnange the
Minister shall have regard to — 4

(a) plans for future eduration, ootn government and
non-governsent, in the State and the locality

(0) characteristics of toe locality regarding the provision of
education

Cc) priority that the proposed change should oe accorded for
Commonwealth funding.

(9) If the school relocates after tne Minister nas informed the system
that she is not satisfied tne proposed cnange should oe provisionally
approved, the Minister may remove the school from the list. If tne
school has been provisionally approved the Minister shall include the
school on tne list in respect of the change if satisfied that the
relocated school has been recognized by the State Minister.

(10) If a school nas proposed to initiate a cnange in location in 1986,
1981 or 1988 and has oeen provisionally approved, the Minister snail not
include it on the list in respect of the change after the expiration of
that year unless satisfied that exceptional circumstances exist.

Cli) If a school changes a level after the Minister has informed the
system tnat the change is provisionally approved, the Minister shah

include the school on the list in respect of tne change if satisfied that
the new level has oeen recognized by the State Minister and the school
has the minimum acceptable number of students.

(12) If a school has proposed to initiate a cnange in level In 1986,
1981 or 1988 and tne change has been provisionally approved, tne Minister
shall not include it on the list in respect of the the change after the
expiration of that year unless satisfied that exceptional circumstances
exist.
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113) In respect of -

U) new schools not on the list

(ii) existing schools on the list for one level out not for another
level, where the school is providing education at that otner
level

(iii) existing schools on tne list for a particular location out not

for another location, wnere the school is providing education
at tnat other location;

which seek financial assistance for me scnool or for tne other level or
location to commence between 1986 and 1990 systems snaIl give specified
notice.

(14) Mhere such notice is received the Minister shall provisionally
approve tne new school or, if not satisfied that it should oe so
approved, invite the system to make submissions.

(15) Where submissions are so invited they snail oe considered ~y tne
Minister, who shall then provisLonally approve the new scnool or inform
tne system that she is not satisfied tnat the cnange should ne so
approved.

(16) Tne Minister snail not provisionally approve toe new scnooi unless
it meets the initial eligibility criteria.

(17) Socn initial eligioility criteria are —

(a) the new scnool nas reasonable prospects of being recognized oy
the State, of having the minimum acceptaole numoer of students
and of financial viaoiiity

(o) government and non—government education autnorities in tne
State nave been given notice.

(18) In deciding whetner to approve provisionally a new school tne
Minister shall have regard to -

(a) plans for future education, ootn government and
non—government, in the State and the locality

(o) characteristics of the locality regarding the provision of
education

(c) priority that tne proposed change snould oe accorded for
Commonwealth funding.
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(19) After a new school has been provisionally approved tne Minister
shall include the scnnol on the list if satisfied tnat the new scnool nas
been recognized uy the State, is not conducted for profit and has tne
minimum acceptaole nanoer of students.

(20) If a new school has proposed tc cuamenre in a year between l98~
and 1990 and nas been provisionally approved, the Minister snail nut
include it on the list after tne expiration of tnat year unless satisfied
tnat exceptional circumstances exist.

121) Minister snail give notice to tne system of variations of toe list
and of provisional approvals.

section 63. Non—government systeoic scnools — landing to a plan

(1) Minister nay specify or vary a maximum number of students for a
school after provisionally approving an amalgamation, separation or
cnange tu or from a single sex scnool or to or from a coarding scnool, or
wnen varying the list folio-sung any other provisional approval or after
finally informing the syutem tnat she us not satisfied tne school snould
be provisionally approved. 4
(2) Snere the Minister so specifies or varies a maximum ituaner in
relation to a cnange proposed for a particular year and tne onange is not

made by the ond of that year, Minister may again vary thu mdxiaua number
or omit it.

(3) System may re-best Munistar to increase the suxisum numoer of
enroiaents specified in respect of a scnool on tte list oy notice in
writing not lamer tnan 2 years oefore tne year for wnicn tne cnange is
requested.

(4) there Minister receives sucn notice sne shall increase the maximum
lumoer or inform toe system soc is nor satisfied sucn an increase snould

oe made and invite suomiesions from Lne system. 4
(5) Wnere suomissiona are so Invited they snail ne considered by tne
Minister who anal i tnen increase tne maximum namoer or inform tne system
she is not satisfied tne increase snouid DC made.

(6) Minister will increase the maximum nuitoer of students if satisfied
tnis will not involve or lead to a significant increase or alteration to
tne clientele of the school.

(7) Minister will not increase the maximum numoer uniuss uatiafsed
tnat government and non-government education aotnorities in tne State
have been given notice of the proposed increase.
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(8) In deciding whetner to increase the maximum numoer of students tne
Minister snail nave regard to -

(a) plans for future education, ooth government and
non—government, in tue State and locality

(5) cnaracteristics of the locality regarding tne provision of
education

(c) priority tnat tne proposed increase snould oe accorded for
Commonwealth funding.

(9) Minister snail give notice to the system of any variation of the
iist under this section.

SC. Non-government systemic schools - variation of list, Sc.

This section restates the maintenance of effort provisions in tne
existing legislation. No change in policy is involved.

60. List of approved school systems

Formal restatement of existing position vito respect to funding level nf
systems. No cnange in policy is involved.

Clause S

Amends section 7, List of non-systemic mcnools, to continue provision for
new schools wnicn commenced in 1985 or wnicn relocated or provided a new
level of education in 1985. No coange in policy is involved.

Clause 9

Inserts new sections, 1A and is, to effect government policy on new

non—government
non-systemic schools and a new section 1C to continue

existing policies witn respect to existing schools already on toe list.
These provisions exactly parallel proposed sections 61, dd and 6C, the
only difference being that tne Minister must determine a level of
funding, having regard to the need for socn assistance, of new
non-systemic scnools placed on tne list (sob—sections 7A (21) and (24)

refer). Ihere is no need for such a provision with respect to systemic
P schools because the level of funding for tne new school viii he tnat of

the system. Conversely, there is no reguirement for a parallel section
60 with respect to non—systemic schools.

Clause 10

Repeals section 8, Movement of schools between lists, the provisions of
whicn are now included in tnose relating to new non—government scnools.
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Clause Ii

Amends section 9, Grants for building projects and eguipment projects in
connection with government scnoois, by extending the program to 1986 and
oy providing a single aggregate amount for each State ratner tnan a
number of elements.

Clause 12

Amends section 10, biLnits on grants under section 9, oy extending the
financial provisions of section 9 to 1986.

Clause 13

Corrects a reference.

Clauses 14 - 22

Continue existing programs to 1986. No policy changes are made.

clause 23

Amends section 25, Approval of building projects and equipment projects
in connection with non-government schools and non—government centres, ny -

(a) extending the program to 1986

(0) providing a national allocation for handicapped cnildren in
schools or centres

(c) providing a single aggregate amount for eacn State ratner than
a number of elements.

clauses 24 and 25

Make amendments consegoent upon the changes to section 25.

Clause 26

Clarifies the formal payment provisions wutn respect to general recurrent
grants for non—government Schools on tne list of systemic schools.

Clauses 27 and 28

Formal provisions to implement funding to a plan in tne new
non—government schools policy. New sections 28A and 288 apply to
systemic schools and new sections 29A and 298 to systemic schools.
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Clauses 29 - 61

Continue existing programs to 1986. rhe only changes are the inclusion
of a national element within tne special education at non—government
schools provisions (Clauses 38 and 39 refer) and financial provisions
With respect to early special education joint programs which are brought
into line with parallel provisions for government schools (Clause 55 in
respect of section 70 refers).

Clause 52

Substitutes new financial scnedules to extend programs to 1986 and to
provide for increases in price levels.

Clauses 63 and 64

Procedural only.
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