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OUTLINE AND PURPOSE

ThisBill containsa numberof minorpolicy changesto Veterans’Affairs legislation.

AnzacHostel

The mostsignificantamendmentis to PartVT of theSocialSecurityand Repatriation
LegislationAmendmentAct (No. 2) 1984. This Partsets out the statutory trust for
AnzacHostel which is locatedin Brighton, Victoria. The RepatriationCommission
holdsthis propertyon trustfor theprovisionof servicedaccommodationfor Totally &
PermanentlyIncapacitatedveterans.

Thepresenttermsof the trustplaceconditionson themannerin, andthecircumstances
under which the RepatriationCommissionmay dispose of the Hostel. These
conditionsseverelyrestrict the optionsavailablefor the continuedprovision of aged
carefacilities for veterans.

The proposedamendmentswould removethe trust and vest the legal and beneficial
ownershipof the propertyin theRepatriationCommission. The intention is to ensure
preservationof theheritagevalueof this historically importantbuildingand to facilitate
ex-servicemen and women’scontinueduse of the hostelin an agedcarecomplex.
To do this requiresthe Commissionto be able to retainor disposeof the property.
In consultationwith ex-serviceorganisationsand health groups, the Repatriation
Commissionwill considerseveraloptionsfor thecontinueduseof AnzacHostelas a
carefacility.

TheBill alsocontainsfive amendmentsto theVeterans’EntitlementsAct1986.

Recipientobligations

The first of theseamendmentsisthe insertionof new section54AA. This sectionwill
allow the Secretaryto requestinformationfrom a servicepensioner,income support
supplementrecipientor a claimantof thesepensionsor requestthe personto appear
beforea departmentalofficer on mattersrelevantto the paymentof the pension.
This information can currently be requestedwith the authority of section 128.
However,section 128 only providesfor criminalpenaltiesfor failure to comply with a
noticeissuedunderthat section. New section54AA duplicatessection 128. It will
allow the RepatriationCommissionto cancelor suspendpensionundersection56EA
for failure to complywith a noticeissuedundersection54AA. Thiswill alsoalign the
treatmentof failing to comply with a noticeundersection54AA with otherobligations
noticesin sections54and54AA.
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Taxfile numbers

The secondproposalmakes 2 changesto the tax file number provisions of the
Veterans’EntitlementsAct.

Theamendmentsensurethat the principle of “voluntary quotation” which hasalways
formedpart of the tax file numberschemeis maintainedby making it clear that the
Secretarymayrequest,butnotcompel,a personto providea tax file number.

The amendmentswill also changethe provisionsas they relate to a personwho does
not havea tax ifie number. The changewifi meanthat if a personwho is eligible for a
pensionor allowancedoesnot havea tax file numberthen theSecretarywill havethe
powerto requestthat personto apply to the Commissionerof Taxationto obtaina tax
ifie number. A personwho fails to apply for a tax file numberaftersucha requesthas
beenmadewill havehis orherpensionor benefitscancelled.

Documentsas evidence

The third proposalrelates to the information that the Departmentprovides to the
courtsconcerningtheamountsof pension,benefitor allowancepaid to a person. The
Department’sprosecutionactivity hashighlighteda deficiencyin the statementsmade
by theDepartmentabouttheamountof pension,benefitor allowancepaid to aperson
on a certaindate.

TheVeterans’EntitlementsAct doesnot expresslyprovidethat anyinformation given
to the personshouldbe acceptedby a court as prima fade evidence. Therefore,a
statementconcerningthe amountof pension,benefitor allowancepaid to a person
mustcontainan itemisedlist of the paymentsmadefor eachfortnight beforeit canbe
acceptedby a courtasprima facieevidence. Producingthis list canbe an extremely
timeconsumingexercise.

New sections 210 and 210A would provide that a signed official departmental
document is prima facie evidence of the facts or statementscontained in the
document.This would allow theRepatriationCommissionto preparea statementof
the totalpensionpaid to apersonfor anygivenperiod.

Thesenew sections would align with similar provisions containedin the Social

SecurityAct1991.

Cambodia- operationalarea

Thefourth proposalwill insertthecessationdatefor Cambodiaas anoperationalarea.

Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnelwere deployed to Cambodia from

20 October1991as partof anUnitedNationspeacekeepingeffort in the region.

U
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Prior to the UN cease-fireand relateddemobiisationmeasures,Cambodiawould be
designatedan operationalareafor the purposesof the Veterans’ EntitlementsAct.
After the UN cease fire ADF personnel serving in Cambodia would receive
peacekeepingbenefitsundertheVeterans’EntitlementsAct.

A previousamendmentto the Veterans’EntitlementsAct set out that Cambodiawas
anoperationalareaon or after20 October1991.

The Departmentof Defencehasadvisedthat operationalservicein Cambodiaceased
on 7 October 1993. Servicein Cambodiaafter this date has beendeclaredby the
Ministerfor Defence,Science& Personnelto be hazardousservicewhich will provide
equivalentbenefitstopeacekeepingbenefitsundertheVeterans’EntitlementsAct.

This amendmentwould provide the cessationdatefor Cambodiaas an operational
area.

Technicalamendments

Thefinal amendmentis a seriesof minor and technicalamendmentsto the Veterans’
EntitlementsAct.

Financial Impact

Themeasurescontainedin this Bifi haveno financialimpact. It shouldbe notedthat if
and when the RepatriationCommission disposesof Anzac Hostel, there may be
significant savings gainedfrom the running costsof this Hostel. However, this Bill
doesnot set outa methodof disposalof the Hostel,it merelygives the powerto the
RepatriationCommissionto disposeof it. Savingsinvolved in the disposalof the
AnzacHostel woulddependon themannerin whichit weredisposed.
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NOTES ONCLAUSES

Clause1 setsouthowthe amendingAct is to becited.

Clause2 providesthat the commencementdateof the Act is thedateit receivesthe
RoyalAssent

Subclause3(1) provides that the Acts specified in the Schedulesto this Act are
amendedassetout in theSchedules.

Subclause3(2) provides that item 2 in Schedule1 which deals with the disposalof
AnzacHostel haseffectaccordingto its terms. This item doesnotamendan existing
Act.
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SCHEDULE 1

AMENDMENT OF THE SOCIAL SECURITYAND REPATRIATION
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT ACT(No.2)1984

DisposalofAnzacHostel

Summary of proposedchanges

This Scheduleamendsthe terms of the statutorytrust which operatesin respectof
Anzac Hostel. The proposedamendmentwifi give the RepatriationCommission
absolutediscretionfor thedisposalof AnzacHostel.

Background

Anzac Hostel is locatedin North Road, Brighton, Victoria and provides serviced

accommodationforTotally & PermanentlyIncapacitatedveterans.

In 1917 membersof the Baiffieu family gave £25,000 on trust to the Australian
Soldiers’ RepatriationFund. This Fund was establishedby the AustralianSoldiers’
RepatriationFund Act 1916. In 1918 moneyfrom the fund was used to purchase
AnzacHostel.

In 1937 AnzacHostelrevertedfrom a charitabletrust to a statutorytrust. The terms
of the trust establishedfor Anzac Hostel were enshrinedin the RepatriationFund
(Baillieu Gift) Act 1937. The hostelwas for the care of Totally & Permanently
IncapacitatedveteransfromWorld War I. Althoughthis Act wasrepealedin 1973,the
RepatriationCommission’sobligations were continuedby virtue of section 8 of the
ActsInterpretationAct1901.

The terms of the Trustwere then re-instatedin Part VI of the Social Securityand
Repatriation Legislation AmendmentAct (No. 2) 1984. This allowed for the
expansionof the groupeligible to stay at thehostelto include anyveteranseligible for
treatment. Preference however, would be given to Totally & Permanently
Incapacitatedveterans.

Explanation of the changes

The RepatriationCommissionis responsiblefor theprovisionof servicesat thehostel.
The recenttrendof the RepatriationCommissionis to arrangefor, ratherthan itself
provide, services.The integration of RepatriationGeneralHospitals into the State
systemis suchan example. This allows the RepatriationCommissionto draw on the
experienceof the Commonwealthand Statehealthcareprovidersto ensurethe best
serviceis providedto veteransand theirdependants.

The RepatriationCommission is seeking to change the 1984 Act to give the
RepatriationCommissionthepowerto holdordisposeof AnzacHostelasit thinks fit.

-2-
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The proposedamendmentswould repeal Part VI of the Social Security and
Repatriation Legislation AmendmentAct (No. 2) 1984. This would remove the
current terms of the trust and thereby remove the restrictions placed on the
RepatriationCommission’sability to retainor disposeof theproperty.

The amendmentswould expresslyextinguishthe trust andvestthe beneficialandlegal
interest of the property in the Repatriation Commission and would give the
Commissionthe authority to retainor disposeof the propertyat its discretion. This
would allow the Repatriation Commission, in consultation with ex-service
organisationsand health provider groups,to fully explore options for agedcare
facilities for veterans.

Explanation of items

Item 1 repealsPartVI of theSocialSecurityandRepatriationLegislationAmendment
Act(No.2)1984.

Item 2 defines“Hostel” and “Commission” for the purposesof the item and setsout
that,from thecommencementof this Act, the RepatriationCommissionceasesto hold
Anzachostel on trust. The Repatriation Commissionbecomesthe sole legal and
beneficialownerof the Hostelandmayholdordisposeof thepropertyasit thinksfit.

Commencement

Clause2 setsout thecommencementof this proposalasthedateof RoyalAssent.
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SCHEDULE2

AMENDMENTS OF THE VETERANS’ ENTITLEMENTS ACT 1986

PART 1—RECIPIENT OBLIGATIONS

Summary of proposedchanges

The proposedamendmentsto the Veterans’EntitlementsAct 1986 would give the
RepatriationCommissionthe powerto suspendor cancelservicepensionor income
supportsupplementwheretheclaimantor pensionerhasfailed to comply with a notice
issuedundernew section54AA.

Background

At presentthe RepatriationCommissionhasthe power to reduce,cancelor suspend
pensionwherea servicepensioner,incomesupportsupplementrecipientor a claimant
of thesepensionshasfailed to comply with anoticeissuedundersection54 or54A.

Section54 allows the RepatriationCommissionto imposeobligationson the claimant
or pensionerrequiring the personto advisethe Departmentof the happeningof an
eventor occurrencespecifiedin thenotice. Theeventor occurrencemust berelevant
to the paymentof pension. Examplesof the type of information requestedare a
changein marital statusor a changeinaddress.

A section 54 notice may also be given to a person receiving fringe benefits in
accordancewith Division 12 of Part11IB of theAct.

A section54A noticecanbe issuedrequestingthe claimantor pensionerto complete
detailsconcerninga matterrelevantto thepaymentof pensionon adepartmentalform.
An exampleof a form issuedwith a section54A notice is a review form for income
andassetsdetails.

Failure to comply with a notice issued under section 54 or 54A can result in the
RepatriationCommissionreducing,suspendingor cancellingpension in accordance
with sections56A, 56B and 56EA. Criminal penaltiesalso exist undersubsections
54(6)and 54A(6).

Otherobligationscanbe imposedon apensionerby the issueof a section128 notice.
Under section 128, the Secretarycanissue a notice requiring a personto provide
specific information or documentation,or to appearbefore an officer to answer
questions. The informationrequestedmustbe relevantto the paymentof pensionor
allowanceundertheAct.
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For servicepensionandincomesupportsupplementpurposes,examplesof the typeof
informationsoughtfrom theclaimantor pensionerwould be theconfirmationof bank
details,copiesof taxationreturnsor trustdeeds.

The only penaltythat canbe imposedfor failure to comply with a section128 noticeis
acriminal onein accordancewith subsection128(4).

Unlike sections 56A, 56B and 56EA, there is not a provision that allows the
RepatriationConm~issionto suspendor cancelthe servicepensionor incomesupport
supplementpaymentwhere the claimant or pensionerhas failed to comply with a
section128 notice.

Explanation of thechanges

Thepurposeof theseamendmentsis to givetheRepatriationCommissiontheauthority
to cancelor suspendservicepension,income supportsupplementor fringe benefits
where a person has failed to provide information, requestedin writing by the
Secretary,which is materialto the paymentof that pensionor the provision of those
benefits.

This amendmentwill align the action that the RepatriationCommissionmay take in
responseto a person’s failure to comply with all obligations notices issued to a
claimant, service pensioner,income support supplementrecipientor fringe benefits
recipient.

Explanation of items

Item 1 inserts new section 54AA into the Veterans’ Entitlements Act.
Newsection54AA duplicatessection128 and will allow the RepatriationCommission
to request information from the service pensioner, income support supplement
recipient,claimantof thesepensionsor a fringebenefitsrecipienton mattersrelevant
to thepaymentof pensionor the provisionof thebenefits. Section128 wasduplicated
for thepurposesof servicepensionandincomesupportsupplementaspartof the clear
Englishrewriteof PartIII of theVeterans’EntitlementsAct. This locatesall recipient
obligationsfor servicepensionand incomesupportsupplementin the one areaof the
Act (sections54 to 54AA).

New subsection54AA(1) allows the Secretaryto issuea notice to a personreceiving
servicepension,incomesupportsupplementor fringebenefitsrequesting:

specific informationfrom theperson;
theproductionof documents;or
thatthepersonappearbeforea departmentalofficer to answerquestions.

The matterrequestedin this notice mustbe relevantto thepaymentof pensionor the
provisionof benefits.

New subsection54AA(2) extendsthe operationof subsection(1) to include a third
personto whom the whole or part of the pensionis being paid for the benefitof the
pensioner.

-5-
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Newsubsection54AA(3) appliesto servicepensionand incomesupportsupplement
claimants. it is equivalentto subsection(1) andallows the Secretaryto issuea notice
to these claimants. The claim may be underconsiderationby the Repatriation
Commissionor theAdministrativeAppealsTribunal.

Newsubsection54AA(4) setsout the formal requirementsfor issuing a valid notice
undersection54AA.
Thenotice:
• mustbein writing;
• maybegivenpersonallyorby post;and
• must specifyeitherwhen or how the personshouldprovide the information or

whenor wherethepersonshouldappearbeforethedepartmentalofficer.

New subsection54AA(5)would extendsubsection(4) to ensurethat the notice must
give thepersonaperiodof at least14 days to comply with the notice from the dateit
was given.

Newsubsection54AA(6)setsout thatthe Secretarymayrequire thepersonto give the
informationoranswersin the form of anoathor affirmation. If anoath or affirmation
is required,it must be given eitherorally or in writing and the Secretaryor specified
officer mayadministerit to theperson.

New subsections54AA(7)and (8) set out the criminal penaltiesfor failure to comply
with the notice or knowinglyproviding falseor misleadinginformationin regardto a
matterthat is materialtothepaymentof pension. Thesepenaltiesareequivalentto the
penaltiesavailableundersubsection128(4) and (5). Althoughno fine is mentionedin
the new subsections,this is consistentwith recentamendmentsto the Crimes Act
1914. Subsections4B(2) and (3) of that Act allow a court to imposean appropriate
fine insteadof, or in additionto, a termof imprisonment.

Item 2 amendssection56EA of the Veterans’EntitlementsAct to include a reference
to new section 54AA. This will allow the RepatriationCommissionto suspendor
cancela person’sservicepensionor incomesupportsupplementfor failure to comply
with a section54AA notice.

Item 3 amendssection56H of theVeterans’EntitlementsAct to includeareferenceto
new subsection54AA(7). Section 56H allows the Repatriation Commissionto
determinethe date of cancellationor suspensionof the service pensionor income
support supplement. Subsection56H(4) allows the RepatriationCommission to
specify a date earlier than the date of determinationwhere there has been a
contraventionof the Act. The exceptionto this provisionis wherethenon compliance
occursbecausethepersonis incapableof complyingwith certainprovisionsof theAct.
Theexceptionwill alsoapplyto noticesissuedundernewsubsection54AA(7).

Commencement

Clause3 specifiesthecommencementof this proposalas thedateof RoyalAssent.
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PART 2— TAXFILE NUMBERS

Summary of proposedchanges

This Part makes 2 changesto the tax file number provisions of the Veterans’
EntitlementsAct1986.

The amendmentsensurethat theprinciple of “voluntary quotation” which hasalways
formedpart of the tax file numberschemeis maintainedby making it clear that the
Secretarymayrequest,butnotcompel,apersonto provideataxfile number.

The amendmentswiil alsochangetheprovisionsas they relate to a personwho does
nothavea tax ifie number. Thechangewill meanthat if apersonwho iseligible for a
pensionor allowancedoesnot havea tax file numberthenthe Secretarywill havethe
powerto requestthat personto apply to theCommissionerof Taxationto obtaina tax
file number.

Background

Section128A of the Veterans’EntitlementsAct setsout the requirementsfor certain
personsto provide,whenrequiredby theSecretary,a written statementof theperson’s
tax file numberor the tax file numberof the person’spartneror non-illnessseparated
spouse. The Act specifiesthat if a persondoesnot comply with sucha requirementa
pensionor allowancethatthepersonis eligible to receiveisnotpayable.

In a recent decision of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal, Re Malloch and
Secretary,Departmentof Social Security,the Tribunal held that the Social Security
Act1991,did notpreventpaymentof pensionto a personwho doesnot providea tax
ifie numberto the Departmentbecausehe or shehasno tax ifie numberand hasno
intentionof requestingonefrom theCommissionerforTaxation.

The Social SecurityLegislation AmendmentAct (No. 2)1994 amendedthe Social
Security Act to overcome the decision of the Administrative AppealsTribunal in
Malloch.

As aresultof concernsexpressedby thePrivacyCommissionerthat theSocialSecurity
Act did not takeaccountof thevoluntaryquotationprinciplethat is an integral partof
the tax file numberscheme,furtheramendmentsweremadeto put beyonddoubtthat
receiptof a social security paymentis conditional on satisfyingthe tax file number
requirementsand madeit clearthat the decision as to whetheror not an individual
provides a tax file numberor appliesfor a tax file number,in full knowledgeof the
consequences,restswith the individual. In otherwords, amendmentsto the Social
SecurityAct were necessaryto makeit clear that the Secretarymay request,but not
compela personto providehis or hertax file numberor to applyfor a tax file number.
In theeventof thepersonelectingnot to comply with that request,the consequences
of non-paymentof pension,benefitor allowancerestwith the individual.

-7-



Veterans’AffairsLegislationAmendmentBill (No.3)1994

As the Veterans’EntitlementsAct containssimilarprovisionsrelating to theprovision
of tax ifie numbersas a conditionto thepaymentof pensionsandallowances,a similar
amendmentis required to ensurethat the Secretarymay requestpersonseligible for a
pension or allowancewho do not have a tax file number to apply to the Tax
Commissionerand to give the Secretarya written statementof the person’stax file
numberafter theCommissionerhasissuedit.

The amendmentsalsoaddresstheconcernsof thePrivacyCommissionerrelatingto the
voluntaryquotationprincipleand thusmakeit clearthat theSecretarymay requestbut
notcompelpersonsto providetheirtax file number.

Thesechangesensurethat the tax file numberprovisionsof the Veterans’ Entitlements
Act remainconsistentwith thosein theSocial SecurityAct.

Explanation of Items

Item 4 omits existingsubsections128A(2), (2A), (3) and (3A) and replacesthemwith
new subsections128A(2), (3) and (3A). The new subsectionsrecast the existing
subsectionsas well as addingthe newpowerof the Secretaryto requesta personwho
doesnothavea a tax ifie numberto apply to the Commissionerfor Taxationfor a tax
file number. The new subsectionsalso usethe term “request” in placeof the existing
term “require” in relationto thepowertocollecttax file numberinformation.

New subsection128A(2) provides that a pensionor allowanceis not payableto a
personif the personfails tocomplywith arequestof theSecretarytoprovideor obtain
a tax file number. Subsections(3) and (3A) providefor suchrequeststobe made.

New subsection128A(3)relatesto arequestfor a personto providehis or hertax file
number. It providesthat the Secretarymay requesta person to provide a written
statementof this or her tax file number or request that the person apply to the
Commissionerof Taxationfor a tax file number. This provision only applies if the
personis inAustralia.

New subsection128A(3A) relates to a requestfor a personto provide the tax file
numberof his or her partner or non-illnessseparatedspouse. It provides that the
Secretarymayrequesta personto providea written statementof the tax file numberof
his or her partneror non-illnessseparatedspouse. This provisiononly appliesif the
person’spartneris inAustralia.

Items 5 to 10 make the necessaryconsequentialamendmentsto the remaining
subsectionsof section128A.

Commencement

Clause3 specifiesthecommencementof this proposalasthedateof RoyalAssent.
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PART3— DOCUMENTSASEVIDENCE

Summary of proposedchanges

The proposedamendmentswill enablewritten statements,signedby the Secretaryor
anofficer of the Department,that detail the amountof pensionpaid and thedateson
which paymentswere madeare to be acceptedasprimafadeevidenceby the courts
thatsuchpaymentsweremadeon thedatesgiven.

Background

Recent prosecution cases have highlighted an administrative deficiency in the
Department’spreparationof the statementsof pensions. The Departmentmust
preparedetaileditemisedlists of paymentsmadeto thepersoneachfortnight as this is
the only form of primafacie evidencewhich is acceptedby thecourts as a statement
of moneyspaid to theperson.

The preparationof theselists canbeextremelytimeconsuming.

The proposedamendmentswould ensure that a written statementof amountsof
pensionpaid and thedateson which the paymentswere madewould be acceptedby
thecourtsasprimafacieevidence. Thisstatementwould notlist fortnightlypayments.
Insteadit wouldprovidea total for thepensionpaymentsmadetotheperson.

Explanation of items

Item 11 insertsnewsections210 and210A in theVeterans’EntitlementsAct1986.

New subsection210(1) provides for judicial notice to be taken by all courts of a
signatureby the Secretaryor an officer of the Departmentwhich is attachedto an
officialdocument.

New subsection210(2) provides for judicial notice to be takenby all courts that a
personis or wastheSecretary,or is or wasan officerof theDepartment.

Section210is aprerequisitefor theoperationof newsection210A.

Newsubsection210A(l)providesthat whenan official documentis signedby aperson
who is or was theSecretary,or is or was anofficer of theDepartment,that document
is to be acceptedasprimafacieevidenceof the factscontainedin it.

New subsection21OA(2) provides that a written statement,signed by a person
describedin subsection(1), which statesthat a personis or was receivinga pension,
allowanceor otherbenefitunderthis Act on a certain dateat a certainrate isprima
facieevidenceof thedetailsprovided.
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Commencement

Clause3 specifiesthecommencementof this proposalasthedateof RoyalAssent.
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PART4— CESSATIONDATE FOR CAMBODIA ASAN
OPERATIONAL AREA

Summary of proposedchanges

This proposalamendsSchedule2 to the Veterans’EntitlementsAct 1986 to provide
thecessationdateforCambodiaasanoperationalarea.

Background

On 9 October 1991, Cabinet agreedto deploy Australian Defence Force (ADF)
personnelto Cambodiaas part of an United Nations contingentin the region. The
basisfordeploymentwasthat:

beforethe UN cease-firetookeffect,andrelateddernobilisationmeasureswere set
in place, Cambodiabe designatedan operationalareafor the purposesof the
Veterans’EntitlementsAct; and
after theUN cease-firetookeffect,andrelateddemobilisationmeasureswereset in
place, ADF personnelto Cambodia receive peacekeepingbenefits under the
Veterans’EntitlementsAct.

The Veterans’ EntitlementsAct was amendedto provide that Cambodiawas an
operationalareaon or after20 October1991. Thiswas the dateADF personnelwere
first deployedin thearea.

The Departmentof Defencehasadvisedthat operationalservicein Cambodiaceased
on 7 October 1993. Servicein Cambodiaafter this date has beendeclaredby the
Minister for Defence, Scienceand Personnelto be hazardousservice which will
provideequivalentbenefitsto peacekeepingbenefitsunderthe Veterans’Entitlements
Act.

Thisproposalwould inserttheenddateforCambodiaasan operationalarea.

Explanation of items

Item 12 amendscolumn 2 of item 12 of Schedule2 to the Veterans’EntitlementsAct
toinsertthecessationdatefor servicein Cambodiaasan operationalarea. Thisdateis
7 October1993.

Commencement

Clause3 specifiesthecommencementof thisproposalasthedateof RoyalAssent.
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PART 5—MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS

Summary of proposedchanges

Thesechangesmaketwo minor technicalamendmentsto the Veterans’Entitlements
Act 1986(VEA) by:
• amendingfoursectionnumbers;and
• removingthe referenceto the “Seamen’sWar PensionsandAllowancesAct 1940”

(SWPAAct) which appearsin section118A.

Background

SectionRenumbering
Both the Veterans’Affairs LegislationAmendmentAct 1994 and Veterans’Affairs
(1994-95BudgetMeasures)LegislationAmendmentAct 1994 (VABM 94) inserted
two setsof new sectionseachnumbered36JA, 37JA, 38JA and 39JA into the YEA.
Oneset of the sectionsrelated to withdrawalof claims and the otherset related to
comparableforeignpensions.

SWPAAct
Oneof the initiatives implementedin the VABM 94 wasthe integrationof Australian
marinerswith veteransinto the YEA. As a resultof this, the SWPA Act wasrepealed
by Section47 of the VABM 94. Consequently,most referencesto the SWPA Act
becameredundantand wererepealedas partof theBudgetMeasureslegislation. One
reference,however,wasoverlooked.

Explanation of the items

Items 13 to 16 renumberone set of sections36JA, 37JA, 38JA and 39JA as 36JE,
37JE,38JEand 39JE.

Item 17 omitsthe referenceto the “SWPAAct” in section1 18A.

Commencement

Clause3 specifiesthecommencementof thisproposalasthedateof Royal Assent.

Printedby Authority by the Commonwealth Government Printer

- 12 -









uI~DI~IIll fill III~~I~I~ll
9 7806’44 319270


