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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OFAUSTRALIA

HOUSEOF REPRESENTATIVES

WETTROPICSOFQUEENSLANDWORLD HERITAGEAREA
CONSERVATION BILL 1994

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

(Circulatedby authorityof theMinisterfor theEnvironment,Sportarid
Territories,TheHon Ros Kelly, MIP)

THIS MEMORANDUM TAKES ACCOUNT OFAMENDMENTS MADE BY
THE SENATETO THE BILL AS INTRODUCED.
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WET TROPICSOF QUEENSLANDWORLD HERITAGE AREA
CONSERVATIONBiLL 1994

GENERALOUTLINE

Thepurposeof thisBill is to bring into effectpermanentmanagement
arrangements,whicharesetout in theAgreementmadebetweenthe
CommonwealthandQueenslandon 16 November1990,andare incorporated
into the WetTropics WorldHeritageProtectionandManagementAct 1993 (QId)
asSchedule1. ThearrangementsimplementtheCommonwealths
internationalobligationsfor the protectionof the WetTropicsof Queensland
World HeritagePropertyundertheConventionfor theProtectionofthe World
Cultural and Natural Heritage (theWorld HeritageConvention).

FINANCiAL IMPACT STATEMENT

TheBill hasno financialimplications.
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NOTESON CLAUSES

Preamble-

ThePreambleto theWetTropics ofQueenslandWorldHeritageArea
ConservationBill 1994 acknowledgesthe importanceof theareaaspartof the
culturallandscapeof the RainforestAboriginalpeople. It alsoacknowledges
thatAboriginalpeoplehavehadapresenceandassociationwith landin the
regionsincetimeimmemorial.Accordingly,in recognitionof theroleof
Aboriginal peoplein theregionit proposesthatParliamentgive Aboriginal
peoplea role in its management.

Clause1 - ShortTitle

1. Thisclauseprovidesfor theAct tobe citedasthe WetTropicsofQueensland
World HeritageArea ConservationAct 1994.

Clause2 - Commencement

2. Thisclauseprovidesthat theAct shallcomeinto operationon thedayit
receivestheRoyalAssent.

Clause3 - Objectof theAct

3. Thisclausemakescleartheobjectof theAct is to give effectto the
AgreementbetweentheCommonwealthandQueenslandon theconservation
of theWetTropicsof QueenslandWorld HeritageArea.

Clause4 - Definitions

4. Thisclauseprovidesthat thedefinitionof Authority’ is consistentwith
that in theQueenslandAct anddefines“QueenslandAct’ asbeingthe Wet
Tropics WorldHeritage Protectionand ManagementAct 1993.

ClauseS - Nominationof membersof theboardof theWetTropics
ManagementAuthority

5. ThisclausepermitstheMinisterto nominatetwo personsto beappointed
to theBoardof Directorsof theAuthority in accordancewith section14 (b)of
theQueenslandAct.

Clause6- Aboriginal representationon theAuthority

6. ThisclauserequirestheMinisterto includeamongthetwo nominationsto
theAuthority referredto in Clause5 at leastoneAboriginal representative



with appropriateknowledgeandexperiencein the protectionof culturaland

naturalheritage.

Clause7- Secondmentof staff to Authority

7. ThisclausepermitstheMinisterto makearrangementsfor the servicesof
officersandemployeesof the AustralianPublicServiceandstaffof
Commonwealthauthoritiestobemadeavailableto the Authority. This
provisionis complementaryto section32 of theQueenslandAct.

ClauseB - Aboriginal representationon advisorycommittees

8. ThisclauserequirestheMinister,whenany advisorycommitteeis being
establishedby theAuthorityundertheQueenslandAct, to useheror hisbest
endeavourstohavetheAuthority includeamongthemembersof that
committeeAboriginal representativeswith appropriateknowledgeand
experienceinmattersrelatedto theconservationof WorldHeritagevaluesof
theWetTropics.

Clause9 - Operationof World HeritagePropertiesConservationAct

9. Thisclauseprovidesthatnothingin theAct is intendedto affect the
operationof the World HeritagePropertiesConservationAct 1983. Thepurpose
of thisprovisionis to ensurethat theMinister’s responsibilitiesunderthatAct
arenotabrogated.

Clause10-Tabling of annualreportof Authority

10. Subclause10(1) defines‘1artnual report” in tennsof section63 of the
QueenslandAct which requirestheAuthority to providetheMinisterandthe
Commonwealthwith a reporton theadministrationof theQueenslandAct,
financialstatementsfor theyearandthestateof theWetTropicsAreawithin
threemonthsof theendof eachfinancialyear.

Subclause10(2)providesthat theMinistermusttable the annualreportin
eachHouseof theParliamentwithin 15 sitting daysof thatHouseafter the
reporthasbeenreceived.
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