
Act No. 7, 1912. 

An Act to provide for the purchase, resumption, 
and appropriation of lands, and for the 
construction and maintenance of certain 
buildings and works ; for the use or disposal 
of such lands and buildings ; to constitute a 
board for the above and other purposes, and 
a fund to meet the expenses of carrying out 
the above provisions ; for purposes con-
sequent thereon or incidental thereto; and 
to amend certain Acts. [4th April, 1912.] 

BE it enacted by the K i n g ' s Most Exce l len t Majes ty , by and wi th 
t h e advice and consent of t h e Legis la t ive Council and Legis la t ive 

Assembly of New South Wales in P a r l i a m e n t assembled, and by the 
au tho r i t y of t he same, as follows :— 

Preliminary. 

1. This A c t m a y be cited as. t he " H o u s i n g Act , 1912 . " 
2. I n th is Act , unless the con tex t requires ano ther m e a n i n g , — 

" Board " means H o u s i n g Board const i tu ted by th is Act . 
" Bui ld ings " means bui ld ings , fences, and all improvemen t s of a 

p e r m a n e n t na tu re . 
" F u n d " or " H o u s i n g F u n d " means hous ing fund cons t i tu ted 

b y th is Act . 
" M i n i s t e r " means Colonial Treasurer or any o ther Minis te r of 

t h e Crown, du ly cha rged wi th t h e adminis t ra t ion of th is Act . 

The Housing Board. 

3 . (1) The Governor may for the purposes of th is A c t 
cons t i tu te a board to be called t he H o u s i n g Board. 

(2) Such board shal l consist of three m e m b e r s to be 
appoin ted b y the Governor . E a c h such m e m b e r shall hold his office 
for five years from the date of his appo in tmen t , b u t m a y res ign such 
office, and m a y be removed from his office by the Governor . A t 
a n y m e e t i n g of such board two m e m b e r s shall form a quo rum. 

(3) The Governor m a y appoint one of such m e m b e r s to be 
c h a i r m a n of t he board. (4) 



(4) I n case of t he absence or illness of a member or of the 
cha i rman of t h e board, t he Governor may appoint a deputy , who, 
d u r i n g such absence or illness, shall have the powers of a m e m b e r or 
of the cha i rman of t he board. 

(5) The board shall be a body corporate , and shall have a 
common seal. 

Purchase or resumption of land. 

4 . Tor t he purposes of and subject to t he provisions of this 
Ac t , the Min is te r may, unde r the Publ ic W o r k s Ac t , 1900, and any 
A c t a m e n d i n g the same, purchase , and the Governor m a y u n d e r t he 
said Acts r esume any land, and appropr ia te any land vested in H i s 
Majesty, or in any person in t rus t for His Majesty , inc lud ing land 
resumed for any purpose whatsoever . Such purchase , resumpt ion , 
or appropr ia t ion shall be deemed to be for an author ised work, and 
the Minis te r shall be deemed to be the Cons t ruc t ing A u t h o r i t y : 

Provided that section twen ty -e igh t of the Publ ic W o r k s Act , 
1900, shall not apply in respect of t he first expend i tu re of seventy-
five t housand pounds on any bui ldings erected or works cons t ruc ted 
in pu r suance of this A c t on any land which is now si tuate wi th in t he 
munic ipal i t ies of Mascot and Botany , b u t shall apply to any subsequen t 
expend i tu re . 

Subdivision and setting apart of land. 

5 . The board shall cause a p lan to be made of any l and so 
purchased, resumed, or appropr ia ted , showing the proposed roads and 
reserves and the l and to be set apa r t as sites for bui ldings , or for 
rel igious, char i table , or munic ipa l purposes, and shall submi t the same, 
and any a l tera t ions in it, to the Minis ter for his approval . 

6. The board, in pu r suance of any such p lan which has been 
approved by the Minis ter , m a y — 

(a) cause any work to be done on such land for the purpose of 
render ing i t fit for the use to which it m a y be p u t unde r this 
A c t ; 

(b) dedicate reserves for publ ic recreat ion, or for o ther publ ic 
purposes, and fence, plant , a n d improve such reserves ; and 

(c) set a p a r t land as sites for bui ld ings or for religious, 
char i table , or munic ipa l purposes . 

Building on land. 

7. The Board may submi t to the Minis te r proposals for e rec t ing 
on any such land bui ld ings for residential , business, or o ther purposes, 
or for publ ic use, g iv ing a descript ion of the proposed bui ldings and 
their es t imated cost. 

On 



On any such proposal be ing approved by t h e Minis te r t h e 
board may erect t he bui ldings , and shal l be charged wi th t he d u t y of 
ma in t a in ing and repa i r ing t h e m , and insur ing t h e m agains t loss by 
fire. The cost of erect ing such bui ldings shall be charged to the 
H o u s i n g F u n d : Provided t h a t such cost shall no t exceed the es t imated 
cost submi t ted to t he Minis ter by more t h a n ten per cen tum. 

Disposal of land and buildings. 

8. The board may, in its discretion and subject to such 
condit ions as i t t h inks fit, let on lease any such land, wi th t h e bu i ld ings 
thereon, for residential , bu i ld ing , or other purposes for a n y t e r m n o t 
exceeding seven years , to a n y person qualified as hereinafter prescribed : 

Provided t h a t t he ren t of all l and and bui ldings so leased 
shal l be n o t less t h a n a n a m o u n t sufficient to provide for— 

(a) in teres t a t four per c e n t u m per a n n u m on the capital va lue 
of the land and bu i ld ings ; 

(b) the cost of insurance , ra tes , taxes , repairs , and ma in t enance ; 
(c) the propor t ionate pa r t of the expense of m a n a g e m e n t which 

unde r this A c t is payable out of the H o u s i n g F u n d ; 
(d) a s ink ing fund in respect of t he capi tal cost of t he bui ld ings . 

The board m a y sell any such land, wi th t he bu i ld ings thereon, 
to any person qualified as here inaf ter prescribed, upon such t e rms and 
condit ions as i t t h inks fit and the Governor m a y approve : 

Provided t ha t— 
(1) no one person m a y purchase more t h a n one house and t h e 

land reasonably required the rewi th not exceeding in a rea 
one quar te r of an acre ; 

(2) t he buyer m u s t satisfy the board t h a t he is pu rchas ing t h e 
l and for his home or for t he home of a member of his family ; 

(3) t he price shall not be less t h a n the reasonable va lue ascer-
ta ined by va lua t ion t h r o u g h the Commissioners of t he 
Gove rnmen t Savings Bank. 

(4) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e provisions of section ten , t h e pu rchase r 
m u s t be of t h e age of twen ty -one years , and also mar r i age 
shal l not be a disqualification to a w o m a n h a v i n g a separate 
es ta te . 

9. A n y lease shall be in wr i t ing and shal l conta in a 
proviso t h a t t he land and bui ld ings or any p a r t thereof shal l no t be 
suble t and the lease shall no t be assigned w i t h o u t t he leave of t he 
board, all usua l provisions, and such o the r provisions as t h e board 
t h i n k s necessary. 

1 0 . The following persons are qualified u n d e r this A c t : — 
(a) A n y male person of or over t he age of e igh teen years w ho is 

not t h e owner of any land h a v i n g a n y bu i ld ing the reon 
s i tua te in N e w Sou th Wales . (b) 



(b) A n y female person of or over t h e age of twen ty -one years 
who is not t he owner of any land hav ing any bu i ld ing thereon 
s i tua te in N e w South Wales and who is unmar r i ed or 
widowed, or is marr ied and l iving apa r t from her husband . 

1 1 . The Minister , on the recommendat ion of t he board, m a y 
g r a n t for any publ ic hospi tal , char i tab le , or munic ipa l purpose , and 
may , for religious purposes, set apar t and sell for fair va lue a n y l and 
purchased , resumed, or appropr ia ted unde r th is Ac t . W h e r e t he land 
is g ran ted as a site for a bu i ld ing to be erected for any such purpose, 
a covenant shall be inser ted in the g r a n t t h a t the bu i ld ing shall be 
crected wi th in a specified t ime, according to plans and specifications 
approved by t h e board, a n d provid ing for forfeiture of t he land on 
fai lure to observe such covenant . Such covenant shall r u n wi th t he 
land and shall be enforced by the Min i s te r if t h e board so recommends . 

1 2 . The board or t he Min i s te r on t h e recommendat ion of t he 
board m a y accept a sur render of any land leased or g ran ted unde r 
th is Act . 

The land so sur rendered may be disposed of by t he board unde r 
th is Act . 

1 3 . W h e r e under this A c t bui ldings are erected for pub l i c 
use , t he board m a y let t h e m on lease to any person, whe the r qualified 
unde r this A c t or no t so qualified, for such period and on such condi t ions 
as the board th inks fit: Provided t h a t t he r e n t shall be no t less t h a n 
t h a t prescribed in this Act for bui ld ings for residential or business 
purposes. 

The Housing Fund. 

1 4 . The Minis te r shall set apa r t such sums of money as 
P a r l i a m e n t m a y provide to cons t i tu te a fund to be called t h e H o u s i n g 
Fund. Such fund shal l be carried to a special account in t h e Treasury 
and be unde r t he control of and shall be operated on by the board in 
pur suance of th is Act . The accoun t shall be kep t in two divisions, 
namely , capi tal and r e v e n u e ; moneys payable in to or out of t he fund 
shall be entered in t he appropr ia te division of t h e account . 

The fund shall be charged in teres t , payable to the Consolidated 
R e v e n u e Fund, on all moneys provided by P a r l i a m e n t as aforesaid, 
and paid into the H o u s i n g Fund. Such in teres t shall be a t a ra te to be 
fixed by the Minis ter , be ing approx imate ly t he average r a t e of in teres t 
pa id for Sta te loans. 

1 5 . A l l moneys received in respect of land and bui ld ings 
sold or leased u n d e r t he provisions of this A c t shal l be paid in to t h e 
H o u s i n g Fund. 

1 6 . (1) The fund shal l be charged w i t h — 
(a) the cost of any land purchased or r esumed and the va lue of 

any land appropr ia ted unde r this A c t ; 
(b) 



(b) interest and charges in relat ion to such purchase or 
r e s u m p t i o n ; 

(c) t he costs and charges incur red in erect ing and m a i n t a i n i n g 
bui ld ings as hereinbefore in this Ac t provided, and all o ther 
costs and charges inc identa l to such erection and m a i n t e n a n c e ; 

(d) t he expense of l e t t ing on lease and collecting t he r e n t s of 
such land and bu i ld ings ; 

(e) t h e propor t ionate pa r t of t h e expense of m a n a g e m e n t which 
is by this A c t charged to t he H o u s i n g F u n d . 

(2) The board m a y wi thdraw from the fund any amoun t s 
requi red for t he r epaymen t of sums provided by P a r l i a m e n t as 
aforesaid. 

Hemmed lands. 

1 7 . The Governor, by notification in t he Gazet te , m a y impose 
on the board t h e d u t y of m a n a g i n g any lands which have been 
purchased, resumed, or appropr ia ted on behalf of H i s Majes ty otherwise 
t h a n unde r th is Act , and which are no t by s ta tu te or o ther au tho r i t y 
p laced in the charge of any other officer or publ ic body, and may revoke 
or a l ter a n y such notification. 

F o r t he purpose of such m a n a g e m e n t the board shall exclusively 
have t he powers of a Cons t ruc t ing Au thor i ty u n d e r Division 6 of 
P a r t V I of t he Pub l i c W o r k s Act , 1900, and the Pub l i c W o r k s 
(Leasing) Act , 1912. 

Moneys received by the board in respect of such propert ies 
shal l be paid in to the Treasury and carr ied to such accoun t as t he 
Min i s te r m a y direct . 

The expend i tu re of t h e board in re la t ion to such propert ies 
shal l be defrayed from votes passed by P a r l i a m e n t . 

Construction of other buildings by board. 

1 8 . The board may , a t the reques t of the Commissioners of 
t he Governmen t Savings Bank , a n d on such t e rms as m a y be agreed 
u p o n — 

(a) cons t ruc t any bu i ld ings for any person on any land ou t of 
moneys to be provided by the said person or by t he said 
Commiss ioners ; 

(b) ac t as agents for t h e said Commissioners in t h e m a n a g e m e n t 
of any land and any bu i ld ings the reon ; 

(c) purchase from t h e said Commissioners land and bui ld ings , 
and sell the same or le t t h e m on lease for such periods a n d 
on such condit ions as t he board t h i n k s fit. The expend i tu r e 
of t he board for or in connect ion wi th such purchase shall be 
defrayed from the H o u s i n g Fund , and t h e proceeds of such 
sale or leasing shall be paid in to such fund. 

Apportionment 



Apportionment of expense of management. 

1 9 . The expense of m a n a g e m e n t unde r th is A c t — t h a t is to 
say, t he fees of t he hoard and the salaries of officers and servants , 
and all office and other minor expenses—shal l each year he appor t ioned 
by t h e Minis ter approximate ly as follows :— 

(a) There shall be charged to t h e Consolidated R e v e n u e F u n d a 
p a r t of such expense propor t ionate to the value of t he land 
managed by the board under section seventeen. 

(b) There shall be charged to t he H o u s i n g Fund a p a r t of such 
expense propor t ionate to t he value of any land managed by 
the board u n d e r any o ther provisions of th is Act . 

Such expense shall , in t he first place, be paid from t h e H o u s i n g 
Fund, and p a y m e n t to such fund shall be m a d e out of t he Consolidated 
R e v e n u e F u n d of t he a m o u n t charged to t h a t fund u n d e r th i s section. 

Accounts of the board. 

2 0 . (1) The board shall keep a proper account of all moneys 
received and expended by it, 

(2) The board shall not in any publ ic accounts be charged 
with t h e va lue of a n y land which has been purchased, resumed, or 
appropr ia ted for the purposes of this A c t and dedicated as a reserve 
for publ ic recreat ion or for o ther publ ic purposes, or set apar t for 
char i table or munic ipa l purposes. 

Statements to be laid before Parliament. 

2 1 . The board shall also, as soon as pract icable after t he 
close of each financial year, p repare and forward to t he Minis te r a 
s t a t emen t for t h a t year, showing— 

(a) t he moneys expended du r ing such year u n d e r this Ac t in 
acqu i r i ng land, and in p repa r ing the same for bui ld ings 
and in erect ing bui ld ings , and t h e va lue of lands appro-
priated ; 

(b) t h e n u m b e r of bui ld ings erected, a n d the n u m b e r l e t ; 
(c) t h e renta ls cont rac ted for, the a m o u n t of r e n t received, and of 

arrears o u t s t a n d i n g ; 
(d) the moneys expended and received by the board in respect of 

unde r t ak ings and ins t i tu t ions of publ ic use or convenience 
conducted or managed by it unde r th is A c t ; 

(e) t he moneys otherwise expended unde r th is Ac t , inc luding the 
fees of t he board and the salaries, wages, and other expenses 
of t h e officers and servants appointed under th i s Act . 

The Minis te r shal l lay such s ta tement , or cause i t to be laid, 
before b o t h Houses of P a r l i a m e n t wi th in six weeks from t h e expira-
t ion of t he financial year . Officers. 



Officers. 

2 2 . The Governor shal l appo in t a manager , who shal l he t he 
execut ive officer of the hoard, and such o ther officers and servants 
as are necessary for the purposes of th is Ac t . The provisions of t h e 
Pub l i c Service Act , 1902, and any Ac t a m e n d i n g the same, shal l 
apply to any such officers. The salaries and wages of such officers 
a n d servants shall be paid from the Housing F u n d . 

Regulations. 

2 3 . (1) The board may, subject to t he condit ions here inaf ter 
contained, m a k e regula t ions for car ry ing out t h e provisions of this 
Ac t . 

(2) Regu la t ions m a d e under this Act , on being approved 
by the Governor and publ ished in t he Gazet te , shall , if no t disallowed 
as hereinaf ter provided, and if not r e p u g n a n t to this Act , have t he 
force of law. 

(3) Al l such regula t ions on be ing gazet ted shal l be laid 
before bo th Houses of P a r l i a m e n t wi th in four teen days if Pa r l i amen t 
is then s i t t ing, and , if no t s i t t ing, t h e n wi th in four teen days after 
t h e n e x t mee t ing of Pa r l i amen t . B u t if e i ther H o u s e of P a r l i a m e n t 
passes a resolut ion, of which not ice has been given, at any t ime wi th in 
fifteen s i t t ing days after such regula t ions have been laid before such 
House disal lowing any regulat ion, such regula t ion shal l t he r eupon 
cease to have effect. 

A c t 


